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GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL. 

GOVERNOR 

Hi* Excellency Dk. R. N. Katju 
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

1 . The Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Premier, Leader of t| 

House and Ministcr-in-eharge of the Home (excluding tl 
Police) Transport Branches and of the Department of HeaF 
and Local Self-Government excluding the Jails Brangji. 

2. The Hon’ble Sri Naum Ran Jan Sakker, Minister-in-charge of tl 

Departments of Finance, Commerce and Industries (incld^s 
Cinchona). 

3. The Hon ’hie Sri Rai Hakenpra Nath (Tiavijiiuki. Minister-ii 

charge of the Education Department. 

4. The Hon’ble Sri Bimal Chandra Siniia, Minister-in-char^e of tl 

Departments of Works, Buildings and Communications ai 
Land and Laud Revenue. 

5. The Hon’ble Sri Niha rendu Dm- Mazumpak, Miuister-in-cbar| 

of the Judicial Departments. 

6. The Hon’ble Sri Kvuiwm Mukiierjek, Minister-in-eliarge of t' 

Labour Department. 

7. The llon’blc Sri Bhipui M azumdak, Ministei-in-charge of tl 

Department of Irrigation and Waterways. 

8. The Hon’ble Sri Pu\mxv Chandra Hen, Minister-in-charge 

the Department of Civil Supplies. 

<). The Hon’ble Sri Nikunma Bkiiauy Matty, Minister-in-eliarge 
the Department of Co-operation. Credit, Belief and Rehabilit 
t ion. 

10. The lion bit* Si i JuiAiiiMun N ath 1'a.nm. Miuister-in-charge < 

the Department of Agriculture and Vetcunary. 

11. The Hon’hle Sri Kin an Sank ah Boy, Minister-in-oharge of tl 

Home (Police and Jails) Dcpaitment. 

12. The llon’ldc Sri Muiiim Mohan Barman, Minister-in-eliarge 

Excise Department . 

13. The Hon’ble Sri Hem Chamika Naskar, Minister-in-eharge of tl 

Forest (excluding Cinchona) and Fisheries Department. 

GOVERNMENT OF WE8T BENGAL. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS. 

Speaker. 

The Hon’ble Sri Js\\ Alt Das Japan. 

Deputy Speaker. 

Si i Asm tosh Maixick. 

Secretary. 

Si i Ajita Kanjan Mukherjea, m.sc., b.l. 

Asm st ant Secretary. 

Sri Chari: Chakon v Chakrabarty, b.l. 

Registrar. 

* Janab RafiOtr Rahman, m.a., f.L. 



recftdiBf* or toe west Bengal Legislative mwnoiy assemotea 
. under the provisioni of the Governlnent of ndia Act, 1935, 
as adapted* 

Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, the 
£Pth September, 1948, at 3-80 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr- Speaker (the Hon’ hie Sri Iswar Das Jalax) in the Chair, 12 
EUm’ble Ministers and 60 Members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 


(to which oral answers were given) 

* Anti-Corruption Department 


*13. 8ri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
bge o i the Home Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the number of — 

(i) gazetted officers, 

(it) noii-gnzetted officer^ and 

(in) other Government employees who have been (1) suspended, 
(2) prosecuted, and (3) convicted as a result of the activity of 
the Anti-Corruption Department of the Government; 

it>) whether any action has l*»en taken against any officers or employees 
of the Anti-Corruption Department of the Government for corrupt 
practices; 

(c) if so, — 

0) a hat action lias been taken, and 
<7/) against how many; and 

(<l) the annual cost of the Anti-Corruption Depaitment of the Govern- 
ment? 


n, *t'il!il 8T ch " g ® of the H0ME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sf. Bidhan Chandra Roy)! (u) The number of-- 


(i) Gazetted officers 
(it) Non -gazetted officers 
(tit) Other Government employees 


Suspended. 

Prosecuted. 

Convicted. 

D) 

(2) 

(3) 

8 

2 

Nil. 

16 

34 

2 

23 

32 

2 


Suspended for departmental action. 

(2) Ail Government servants prosecuted were nececwurily nu#pended. 
O) Two Government servant, were acquitted. Other vanes are pending. 

Vl'"* ** bribe-givers were proeecuted, three of whom have been 
>*sicted. Canes against others are pending. 

(6) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 
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$ 

Id) The Anti-Corruption Department line not jet completed one year of 
its life. It is, therefore, not possible to give annual expenditure on it it 
this date. A statement of monthly expenditure on salaries and allowances 
of officers and employees of that department is appended. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (d) of starred question No, IS, 

Present monthly expenses on salaries and allowances of Special 
Officer, Anti-Cobruption, and his staff. 


Be. 

Special Officer ... r . ... 2,260 

Nine Police Officers ... ... 3,346 

One Deputy Superintendent of Police. 

Two J inspectors. 

Six Sub-Inspectors. 

lour constable*! ... ... 1 256 

Five Office Assistant* ... * ... 9go 


One Accountant. 

Two Assistants. 

One Typist. 

One Stenographer. 

Four orderlies and peons ... 224 

Total . 7,058 


Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: \\ ill the Hon’ble Premier be pleased 
to state if of the 68 eases pioseeuted onlv 6 have so far been disposed ofP 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have given all the 
figures. You can add up. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to 
state whether all the other eases are pending P Tt is not clear to me. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I want notice. If you 
give me notice 1 will answer. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased 
to state if there is any truth in the statement that there is a growing 
tendency on the part of the department to recommend that departmental 
action he tuken as sufficient evidence cannot be collected for prosecuting 
the employees concerned P 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I have not heard that 
statement. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to state as to 
when these 8 gazetted officers and the other non-gasetted officers as well 
were suspended? 

Tht Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN OHANDRA ROY: I cannot give you the 
dates off-hand. 

Bfi JYOTI BASU: With Regard to answer (c), namely, other cases are 
pending, will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to state how long the c|ses 
are pending? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: That also requires notice. 
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Atsunnoe given by “Swadhinata”. 

•Ig. 8ri BIMAL COMAR CH08E: Will the Hoa’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

* (a) whether he is aware of a statement by Mr. Somnath Lahiri in the 
Stcadhinata and published in its issue of the 5th Maroh } 1948, to 
the effect that Stcadhinata had not given any assurance as it did 
not accept the accusation made by the Premier that the paper had 
published any matter inciting lawlessness and violence; 

(b) whether it is a fact — 

(0 that the Government considered the editorials published on the 
31st January*, 1*048, the 2nd February, 1948, and the 3rd 
February, 1948, to be containing matters inciting lawlessness 
and \\olence, and 

(it) if m>, did the Government obtain thereby any assurance or under- 
taking from the Stead fnnntn to the effect that the said paper 
would not in future publish anything which might tend to incite 
lawlessness or violence; and 

(r) if the answers to question (b) (i) and (ti) are in the affirmative, will 
the Hon ’hie Minister state if the assurance or undertaking wai 
verbal or written ? 

MINISTER in oharge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blt 
8ri Kirin 8ankar Roy): <<m and </>) u> Yes. 

(it) From a discussion with the management of the Swadhinata the 
Hon’ble Premier was satisfied that the said pa|>er would not in future 
publish anything which might tend to imite lawlessness and violence. 

(r) The discussion and assurance were vethal. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U : With legat'd to answer (a) and that there 

were certain editoiials which incited lawlessness ami violence, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whethei it was m>t of a nature which 
would have enabled the (internment to take the paper to the Court? 

The Hon’ble 8r» KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I have not the paper with 
me here; therefore I want notice. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: With tegard to answei (/ ) that the discussion and 
assurance were verbal, will the Hon' hie Home Minister be pleased to slate 
whether the statement of Mi. Somnath Lalmi in the Swadhinata to the 
effect that he did not aerept the accusation made by the Premier that the 
paper had published any matter limiting lawlessness and violence W'aa 
contradicted by the Hon’ hie Premier ? 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I am not aware of that. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

P.L.A.’t of the Agriculture Department. 

2. Sri KANAI LAL DE: Will the Rou ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture and Veterinary Department be pleased to state — 

(a) ft* ftwrpr p.L. A. & ftvnv ; 

(i b ) f¥ * i *** 9 tt cksit 

re) CtVTWI C#H Utl fw *TT j 
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(4) ?fa ar ?rci, to yntfaaci ft? wt fair fair fro? anrcir frorfay wr 
TOPfl? fa ?T; 4* 

arm - !? «&y, ca faro fa topit iwmr ??r 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE and VETERINARY 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Sri dadabendra Nath Panja): (a) mfiwjT 
afy tSfaro a*tn faro, *,aooa? fai; wall 

(6) ayaWn isftn fanpy «RTifal mjm f 

(?) afy em* acyw af?? rc?? efa? nfaara rorcy S*a* tot? g aimr ffarof- 

a^STO faliat? ZWS* 3*$y S am«T; * 

(?) afyy erfa? yTftWT-Siajfy G a*??*!; 

(a) TOraVtca? ffitw sr^R«t e yrcrca? anwal? ^ e ^ snyl? tot? ptIw 
fa<i ?f??T totw? tot tot? ??n? 

(?) ?Vn-CTI?TTOT<rt a7*fa*ft. fa*f W 1?TRT WTO? 8Tf'W 3^5 ??T £ a?*? 

SWTTO TOT -TO Siy^-flTO TOT fwta? ?RVr1wa? ailiyi 1?T; 

(«) C? W TO 5TTOR ?T 1WW-5FKU ?W5y 5? TOTW? C?^ 3*$y 1?T 4??. 
WTOfTR TOTT5 $ TO*T^T aT^U ?? TOT? UWT; 

(?) MutTh* anfyry fwr'rfana tot? Swan? afwa fafanca? nf?a^w ter ftwr? 
tot? nf?r*rr«T fafana, a?* c? wy tot? cits ®rt m f?wfa? San a i m? 
to? to irons Swan? afiara fafana; 

(f) tow tfSfasn? airfa aa^r a?r «r*m, a^rat a$fy? tott fafana m 4 ararn 
afWn? c?ws" a*?i?; 

fa) afafyw a^tfra, aa^ry? a?r aar-ify?? *lSay:«a? enfay^n toc 1 ? y*a?yn afay 
fana caa : 

(?) arena? a^fy yawsnr $?< f?aw? arennrsf & anra sm?; 

fa) tow $SU?n? f??faca? faafr «rtyy rorra? totw? ytffan afaara ftn*na 
at??r ?%. an. ffuranrfy ^ aarfa aa; a^fy? 5Tfw arcuate? ?am ?»$n? 
?r?W; 

(fr) fk$to? amyr vm ffaaiin afafy? anay ii? r art Sam Say 
??ra? ?^sf. an. ffaraarfy. aufa aa; a?t a?Tfa aa^m? srt ?a f?y?ca? 
TOT; 

fa) wwaal ?n. afyy sfa sitto a?< TO-a^alaraa a^ty f?m fiyfaar? ararfay 
??T; 

fa) fitfaro Hgai? ca?a 4 ?t swfawiaa stroXfa* SwfaTOca? mr Saarfay ?nr ; 

fa) **(nft? V?t?a1 *rtrt STOfnjTO aror? to w brt Pm *ro S^oaa 
?^n ffwn 3RT Staifiy enr; 

(a) ft? fayrca? f?raw ?nfaT?*lw? faw^an^arr? faprfw sum Say aaca? to a?r 
aa^TOrc s?fa t?m futaaw Sn^a *?r ; a?t 

(y) TOrarar? S^amaniiaiy ar yfaipr afaro faipyarwaTa^aTT? n\afeaaf?y?a 1 

(e) anrart am 1 ^ 

^5 farot roali. fa^ alafam 5m? toTt irryiro «fav 
in 3fy ^WTfa? aan to .fair fain war n af?ara fro? amen, vanyacir*rt 
fa^ c?e?r a«y? to 1 aim?, aro fairo? afay am; 
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«^i aasrromi towt? a#$1 mwlf# «tw«w *fwr >wa fwfw* »rfw afart 

HWIWaW I a® BTOTOt >tf<5 Ww ffTOTTOWaTO HWttmtVWPM'P’t W af*f5 [TO 

*rtn fWnw Ssf»ror» n*rt anraa art. Pit >n *rtr wtow m. at tWrt toWI 
faa^ ffwi a*sra ataiuai 

( t ) im amVifrw t w sra sra a? awi *f3*T Ca® iTh* sta ® «MVtmafuu imSrn,51 
famsniTO *Twn? rwiot ®mr i 


Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : stfsfap t[*r *&». tfaftir *it 
fa cn foft ( d ) $*c* >r**rj ii*Pt nTJTfo vim »r*t[ ▼wht* 

*rf rs iftt ciMtorw rm an; xKir^ nfcs ftlV® rari^tt?Tit<t Ti*m vm an’ 

vfn cw vvi ^fafanj* £ssfr»m cn*ft trnrrwr cnt >rc vm »rMm* w^t, a* 

fa?*? *farr* tfsr* ^fantcsw, cn nci ovfo vfatttiR aft fa fantt? 

? ^rc** Agricultural Adjutants itt fa^n? vv\ rcn. =ri. P.L.A. w rra r 

Tht Hon’bl# Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : *w w tSfiw 
itfacH? «rtnp, tfrci at c*MTCTM m fan* 1 ^3^^ Sft** intelligent 

testa* T5 a^fc] teat c^sni *n>5 an; <tc* 4t*i intelligent teat <5 «tM tfrcn 'itnTf 

f%r*T^ vw training c**T* *t*yi sr* j 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : nt-itft? til trtis fa aT cn intelligent 

teat f.mrpt rrwi f^a fa *N tfz* CW training f»cn c=T&m rm, s?i aift ’TtntH 

51H tastt rc&9 1 


Tht Hon’blt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : -n cn q* nsm it* vim 

fa*<1 wfasrjl STT5 wvn* V <7T5*1 ST59 j ^TMW Cffa’ <?W\ U* I 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : nM% ifr imi wn* fa cn. 4m TSfart 
4fy^t^5t«P5 wte^ir. im tf rt tfrsrtt^FT intrlligcncc ^1 ’snn fnnen tfrttt, fysnft^f 

^’’n v 

Tht Hon’bit Sri JADABENDRA NATHPANJA : *ttfn cn w« ^ n nfr , 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : jth^ arm fa 4r*i at fft 

intelligent t 4 ?st 5 Jfstez Ww $*rtt fa sxn r 

Tht Htn'blt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : cn nr.t effi Ms ¥fi 

m Pf 1 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : fa* -mm fa tlh frn nrfi cn Wrffen 
fVnm cn >,wj can^ nm ncm, nit tnu, intelligent t<*Ht cn 

f jfC5 nfw wtfrci?. ww c*r* *rn nrn. 4nn 95 m nen vro ?icf* 
S’ltt f» ict ? a n-nrn vji vvfa t 

Tht Hon'Mt Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : sn. a ntc« ws <Wt m 

WT!T 1 ^ nf^T | 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : ?fi atrm ^ ttt*T i ^Fi avl 

fV ? cn w m* nm^« n't nmm frsrcat wfTfiv nOrni fnenfex rttt, zfrrfntcn 
^7 frstc-it nrfnnTf tmi vftcnm f% r 

Tht Hon’bit Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA : 3 n in ffcn*n *91 fftn t 
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GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Tht West Bengal Land Development and Planning Bill, 1948. 

Clause 5. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI* I move that in clause o(l), line 2, for the 
words “Prescribed Authority” the words “prescribed authority” be 
substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sri 8IMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I accept the amendment. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in clause 3(7), line 2, for the 
words “Prescribed Authority” the words “prescribed authority” be 
substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3 as amended do stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 


Clause (). 

Bfi D. N. MUKHERJI: l move that in clause (>(/), line 3, for the 
words “a declaration to that effect” the words “a declaration to t lie effect 

that such land is needed for a public purpose” be substituted. ' 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: i accept t lie amendment. 

The motion of Sri J). N. Mukbeiji that in clause t i(7), line *3, for the 
words “a declaration to that effect” the words “a declaration to the effect 

that such land is needed for a public purpose” be substituted was then put 

and agreed to. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: 1 move that clause be omitted. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: 1 accept the amendment. 

The motion ot Sn 1). N Mukherji that clause (>(.;) be omitted was then 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clause ti as amended do stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: 1 mm? t hat in clause 7. lines 4 to (i. tor the 
words, figures and brackets “on the expiration of fifteen days from the 
publication of the notice referred to in sub-section (/) of section 4” the 
words "at an\ tune” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I accept the amendment. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, I oppose this amendment. Sir, 
the way in which the clauses are being read and the amendments are being 
moved take us by surprise. The clause provides that "In cases of urgency, 
if in respect ot any* uotitied urea the Provincial Government is satisfied 
that the preparation of a development scheme is likely to be delayed, tile 
Provincial Government may, at au,\ time, make a declaration under section 
(i, in respect of such notified area or any part thereof though no develop- 
ment scheme has either been prepared or sanctioned under section -3.” 
When Government is determined to take these powers in any case we have 
no objection but then they originally were pleased to give 13 days’ notice 
but all of a sudden now they pave sprung a surprise on the House to thO 
effect that instead of 1-3 days’ notice they can make the declaration “at any 
time”. In that view of the matter I oppose this measure, Sir. 

Tbt Hon’blt Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: May I say on behalf 
of the Government that it is not the intention to take away land without 
way proper notioe and, Sir, I may also assure the House that by making 
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mien we shall see to it that the parties are given proper opportunity for 
representing their cases. Even a statutory provision of 15 days will he of 
no help either to the party or to the Government and therefore 15 days lias 
been changed to ‘‘at any time”. 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clau.se 7, lines 4 to (I. for the 
words, figures and brackets “on the expiration of fifteen days from the 
publication of the notice referred to in sub-section (/) of section 4” the 
words “at any time” be substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 7 as amended do stand part of the Hill was 
then put and agreed to. 

('hi use .V. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI : 1 have a short -notice amendment. Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I have seen it; it seems more or less similar to 
the printed one. You are not moving the printed amendment. I believe. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: 1 am not moving the printed No. 11. 1 un> 

moving the short-notice amendment in its place. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE : Sii, | protest against the had procedtue 
for short-notice amendments which was followed 1>\ Government not at one 
time hut every time when we meet. There was ample time, Sir, to put ill 
this ,shoi t-notice amendment. The Government could have sent it on 
Saturday and we could have got it on Sumlav . That was not done so and 
to-day at the eleventh hour this has been spuing upon the House. Sir,, 
there is no time left to even read such a long short-notice amendment us 
it was circulated to us just a minute hack. Jt is human h impossible. We 
are not in a position to discuss it oi take part in its Jehnte because the 
mover simply reads it and has not courtesy to explain his amendment. The 
votes are immediately taken. \\ e therefore seek your protection to safe- 
guard our rights and privileges in the House, 

8ri JYOTI BASU: \\ hut I would suggest, alter what has been stated 
b> Junub Itufique is, as it lias become the practice with the Government 
to hand m to us all sorts of short-notice amendments at the eleventh hour 
that, at least, when the amendments are moved it would he explained us 
to why t lie v are moved and in this instance what is the difference between 
this amendment which has just been handed and tin* other one, the printed 
amendment, which had been handed to us a tew days hack. If explanations 
urc given then at least we can understand what is happening; otherwise 
it is very difficult toi ns to follow. I do not know win no speeches are 
made b\ the mover. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: With vour permission, Sir, let me move this 
short-notice amendment; the Hon hle Minister will explain the position. 

I move that for clause 8 the following clause he substituted, viz. : 

“8. A declaration under section fj shall he conclusive evidence that tin* 
land in respect 4 of wdiicli the, declaration is made 
Application of Act I nl »** needed for a public purpose, and after making 
1894 subject to special such declaration, the Provincial Government may 
provision for compensation. acquire the land and thereupon the provisions of 
the Lund Acquisition Act, 18JM (J of ]8fJ4) 
(hereinafter in this section referred to as the- said Acti. shall, so far as may 
he, apply; 

Provided that— 

to) if in any case the Provincial Government so directs, the Collector 
may. at auy time after u declaration' is made under section 0, take posses- 
sion, in accordance with the rules, of any heel, baor, tank or other watery 
area, or any other waste or amble land in respect of which the declaration 
i» made and thereupon such* land shall vest absolutely in the Crown free 
from all encumbrances; 
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Explanation . — For the purposes of this clause the decision of the 
Provincial Government as to whether any land is or is not waste or arable 
land shall be final; 

(b) in determining the amount of compensation to be awarded for land 
acquired in pursuance of this Act the market value referred to in clause 
first of sub-section (/) of section 23 of the said Act shall be. deemed to be 
the market value of the land on the date of publication of the notification 
under sub-section (/; of section 4 for the notified area in which the land 
is included subject to the following condition, that is to say, if such market 
value exceeds by any amount the market value of the land on the 31st day 
of December, 194fi, on the assumption that tin* land had been at thut date 
in the state in whicji it in fact was on the date of publication of the said 
notification, the amount of such excess shall not lu* taken into consideration”. 

Jtftab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : On a point of order, Sir. The 
amendment that has just been moved in the last paragraph (b) reads as 
follows: “in determining the amount of compensation to be awarded for 
land acquired in pursuance of- this Act the market value referred to in 
clause first of sub-section {l ) of section 2d of the said Act shall be deemed 
to be the market value ot the land on the date of publication of the notifica- 
tion under sub-section (/) of section 4 for the notified area in which the 
land is included subject to the following condition, that is to say, if such 
market value exceeds by any amount (lie market value of the land on the 
31st day of December, 194<i. on the assumption that the land had been 
at that date in the state in which it in fact was on the date of publication 
of the said notification tin* amount of such excess shall not be taken into 
consideration." 

Sii. the two proposals arc contradictory inasmuch as it says that the 
market value shall he deemed to he market value on tin* date of the publica- 
tion of the notification, and then in the same breath it goes on to say that 
it shall not come under the Act and the Act shall he inoperative. Sii, can 
tliis amendment lie moved because it is self-contradictory? 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, it is no point of 
ordei because the provision is really to the effect that the provision of the 
Lund Acquisition Act shall he operatise but only subject to certain condi- 
tions, namely, that the market value as provided in the Land Acquisition 
Act will he given hut it then* is any excess in tin* assessment of that market 
value, it the value is in excess ot what was obtained in December ]94(i. 
that excess will not be taken into account. Therefore with regard to the 
provisions o! the Land Acquisition Act that have been taken into account 
subject to certain limitations 1 think there i* nothing anomalous, and I 
submit tliis is quite in ordei . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, it is in ordei. 

JilMb MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: l use again on a point of order. Sir. 
It seeks to amend tlie relative provisions of the Land Acquisition Act. Can 
this amendment be permitted by a reference? 

Tb# Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May 1 submit. Sir, 
that such references are always permissible in Acts, that such and such 
procedure laid down in such and such Acts shall he followed or become 
operative under certain directions given in the Acts. This is the usual 
procedure followed by legislature, 

Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of tact the original motion which was 
tabled by Sri Dhirendra Naraynn Mukherjee lequired sanction under sec- 
tion 299 of the Act because it involves the question of right on land. But 
instead of that motion which has not been moved Government moved a 
cyelostyled motion. Has the Governor's sanction been obtained to this 
motion also? 
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The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Yes, Sir. Governor;* 
sanction has been obtained ami perhaps your office has received that by this 
time. 

ilAMb MD. KHUDA BUKH3H: Sir, we want to be satisfied that the 
approval of the Governor has been received bv your office. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am informed by the Secretary that he has not yet 
received the sanction, but 1 accept the statement of the Hon ble Minister 
that sanction has been obtained. 

JafMb MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, when your office says that 
approval has not been received, will it be in order for Government to move 
thi* amendment ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: After all, flic objection 
oi my friend seems to be puerile because the onlv difference between the 
original amendment ami the present one is the addition of the two words 
“heels” and “tanks”, otherwise it is practically the same. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: On a point of information. Sir. What 
is the amendment Y Is it u new one or that which has been printed and 
circulated ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: T here is one printed amendment but instead of that 
he has moved a short-notice amendment. 

8ltaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, here is an amendment which is 
before us and which he m not supposed to have moved. Then what is the 
amendment? Shall we take the amendment that he has read or the printed 
one that is before u»? If I may be permitted to make it clear, while 
reading the amendment to clause 8 lie has added two words which the 
reporter* might delete later on. He has added tin* words “special provi- 
sion for” which were not in the amendment. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Apait from the motion on paper whatever, if any- 
thing. lie has added will not be taken into consideration. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sn. *<» tar a* ! have 
heard Mr. Mukherjee, he has read and moved veihalnn whatever there is 
in the eyciostyled copy. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may be taken tor granted that whatever there is 
ou teeord in the pa pet has been moved. He cannot add to oi omit anything 
from the cyelostyled copy. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: ( an the amendment be moved at all, 
Sir, when the sanction of the Governor has not yet been received in your 
office? 


Mr. SPEAKER: As tar as that is concerned, on tln^fw^yUiiiitter’s 
assurance that sanction has been obtained \ feel that J am satisfied that the 
Governor's sanction burn tuna taken 1 con rely upon fW Hon’ble Iffinfsfer’a 
statement that sanction has been received. 

Tha Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA ftNHA: Sir, tins amendment 
has been moved, and now the honourable members opposite complain to the 
effect that thi* amendment ought to have been circulated before. I can * 
appreciate the points made by the honourable members opposite, but having 
great regard for their intelligence and sharpness I might be excused thin 
time at least for not having circulated it lrefore, because the amendment is 
only a verbal amendment making no great difference. The only difference 
is only' a matter of legal interpretation whether land should include water. 
There being some doubt on Jbis point it has been made clear in this short- 
notice amendment that while taking possession of lands Government would 

also Vu» tkliln in fair a TWMututnn nf iKmIj nf vabr Wl. haor. and all that. 
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Jlftftb MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Why <lo you want to have this 
amendment ¥ 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: To drown people in. 
(Laughter.) 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I might explain 
the real object of moving this amendment. Unless wd take possession of 
beels and water tracts, it would be difficult to nurture fish fries so that fish 

might develop in those places, and with that end in view, I hope, this 

amendment is made. As a matter of fact, in the ordinary interpretation of 
the term “land”, “water” is included, so that there might not be any 
difficulty of interpretation. In order to make it more clear and specific 
these few words have been added. 

The motion of Sri Dhirendru Naravan Mukherji that i'oi clause <S the 
following clause be substituted,, viz.: — 

“8. * A declaration under section (> shall be conclusive evidence that 

the land in respect of which the declaration is 

"'"Jr is "T 1 *; 1 ! 0r . , a • ,ul ’ 1 1 ic purpose and, utter 

provision for ootup^nstitioin making such declaration, the .Provincial Govcrn- 
ment may acquire the land and thereupon the 
provisions of the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 (1 of 1894) (hereinattei m 
this section ndeired to as the said Act), shall, so far as mas be, apply: 

Pro\ided that — 

{a ) if in any Case the Provincial Government so directs, t he 
Collector ina\, at tui\ time after a declaration is made under 
section fi, take possession, in accordance with the rules, of any 
heel, lmor, tank or other watery area, or any other waste or 
arable land in respect of which the decimation is made and 
thereupon such land shall vest absolutely m the Crown tree from 
all encumbrances ; 

h'.cftliinution . For the purposes of this clause the decision ot the 
Provincial Government as to whether an\ land is or is not waste 
or aiahle land shall be final; 

{h) in determining the amount ot compensation to Ik* aw aided tor 
land acquired in pursuance ot this Act the maiket value referred 
to in clause first of sub-section {/ } of section 23 ot the said Act 
shall be deemed to be the market \alue of the land on the date 
of publication of the notification under sub-section (/» ot sec- 
tion 4 for the notified aiea in which the land is included subject 
to the following condition, that is to say, if such market value 
exceeds b\ any amount the market value of the land on the 3 1st 
du\ of December, 1940, on the assumption that the land had been 
at that date in the state in which it in fact was on the date of 
publication ot the said notification, the amount of such excess 
shall not be taken into consideration,” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question t hut clause 8, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

CUmse 9. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 9. line 3, 
after the words ”if it so considers expedient.” the words “retain, let on 
hire, leftvse, sell, exchange or otherwise” be inserted. 

I also move that in clause 9, lines 4 to 7, the words “in such manner 
and to such parties as it may think fit without having any development 
scheme prepared, executed or fully executed, as the case may be” be omitted. 
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The Hen’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 9INHA: Sir, 1 accept these 

amendments. 

Sri BIMAL COMAR CHOSE: Sir. I beg to move that to clause 9 the 
following proviso be added, namely: — 

‘‘Provided that — 

(a) where the Provincial Government decides to lease or sell any laud 

acquired in pursuance of this Act, the person or persons from 
whom the land was so acquired shall, in such manner as the 
Provincial Government may direct, be offered a prior right to 
take on lease or to purchase the land on such terms and condi- 
tions us may be determined by the Provincial Government; 

(b) it, in any case, two or more persons claim to exercise a right 

offered under clause («), the right shall be exercisable by such 
of the claimants as the Provincial Government may determine." 

Sir, just one word to explain what this clause means. It has the same 
meaning as amendment No. 17 but phrased in legal terminology. I 
intended to move a proviso to the effect that the land that was to f>e so 
disposed of shall in the first instance be offered to the original owners on 
such terms and conditions as the Government may decide. ! think that is 
a fair proposition which should be accepted. 

The Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I accept it. it being a 
very fair proposition. 

The motion of Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in clause 9, line il, alter the 
words “if it so considers expedient," the words “retain, let on hire, lease, 
sell, cm hange or otherwise" he inserted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion ot Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in clause 9, lines 4 to 7, the 
words “in sueh munnei and to such parties as it may think fit without 
having urn development scheme prepared, executed or fully executed, as 
the case may lie" be omitted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Sri Hinutl Cnniar Glume that to clause 9 the following 
pioviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that-- 

(a) where the Provincial Government decides to lease or sell any land 
acquired in pursuance of this Act, the person or persons from 
whom the land was so acquired shall, in such manner as the 
Provincial Government may direct, be offered a prior right to 
take on lease or to purchase the land on such terms and condi- 
tions as may be determined by the Provincial Government; 

{b) if, in any case, two or more persons claim to exercise a right 
offered under clause (a), the right shall be exercisable by such 
of the claimants as the Provincial Government may determine.", 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clauit 10. 

Sfl D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 10(7), line 2, 
for the words "Prescribed Authority*’ the words "prescribed authority" 
be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: I accept the amendment 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 10, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. * 



12 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Clause 11. 


[20th Sept., 


The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 12. 

•ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that clause 12(2) be 
omitted. 

Ttia Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 12, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 


New clause 12 A. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that after clause 12, the 
following new clause be inserted, namely: — 

“12A. The Provincial Government may by notification in the Official 
Delegation of powero. Gazette direct that any or all of the powers 

conferred upon it by this Act shall be exercisable also by such authority 
subject to such conditions, if any, us may be specified in the notification.” 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 13(2), ioi 
paragraph (a) the following paragraph be substituted, namely: — 

"{a) the designation, constitution and manner of appointment of the 
pr esc r i bed authority.” 

1 also move that in clause 13(2), after paragraph (//), the following new 
paragraph be inserted, namely: — 

“( hb ) the manner of taking possession of land referred to in clause (a) 
of the proviso to section 8;” 

The HOfl’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I accept these 
amendments. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in clause 13(2), for paragraph («) 
the following paragraph be substituted, namely: — 

“(a) the designation, constitution and manner of appointment of the 
prescribed authority.” 

was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in clause 13(2), after paragraph 
(6), tne following new paragraph be inserted, namely: — 

**(bb) the' manner of taking possession of land referred to in clause (a) 
of the proviso to section 8;”, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 13, as amended, do stand- part of the Bill, Was 
tken rmt And ACfreed to. 
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New clause 13 A. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI* Sir, I beg to move that after clause 13, the 
ollowing new clause be added, namely: — 

“13A. Any appointment or rules made or any notification 
Contim>anoe of action issued, or anything done or any action 
dum under the West Ben- taken or any proceedings commenced in 
d Ordinance II of 1W8. eX ercise of any power conferred by or under 
le West Bengal Land Development and Planning Ordinance, WegtBen. 
948, shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing to operate, be deemed Onl. u of 
> have been made, issued, done, taken, or commenced in exercise ,n4H> 
of powers conferred by or under this Act as if this Act had com- 
menced on the 27th day of April, 1U48.” 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, 1 accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill, was then 
put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I beg to move (but the 
West Ken pill Land Development and Planning Hill, ]!MK, a a settled in the 
Assembly, he passed. 

c, ?" , }* '■ Sl1 '. hetore this Bill was put on the 

Mutate Hook I should like to make a few eomments. On read i up the 
Statement of objects and reusons it seemed to me that, this Bill was like 
one of those old time t.onpiess manifestos which pave all sorts of promises 
because ( impress leader, knew that they would not have to show to the 
people that within a few years they would he fulfilling those promises, 
because at that tune the (.impress was not in olhee. But now the Congress 
!' r 1,11,1111 ft the (ioNeriinieiit in India. People will not he so easily satisfied 
• "H’ndy reudiup such statements wlneli aie piven here in the olijeets and 
. reasons of the statement. Now. Sir, this Bill, it seems to me, provides 
lor everything under the sun, and it lays flown that Government v\ i?she.N to 
acquiic land in order to improve and develop agriculture, forestry , fishery, 
industry, and so on and s»o forth not only for the limited purpose i e for 
the refugees who me pouring in in West Bengal hut for the people of West 
nengal as a whole. V\ ere it not so ambitious one would take this Bill 
seriously, if it was intended for a limited purpose and if the idea was that 
the provisions in the Bill would be carried out within a specified period of 
une. But unfortunately that is not so, and the Government — again I do 
not know why— is muking all sorts of promises in the Bill. It is good 
r«a mg. But we know that only a few months hack when the budget, was 
placed in the West Bengal Legislative Assembly, similar promises hud been 
nUU m ^ erein * WG w’ere told of all sorts of post* war schemes which 
would be put into effect in order to improve the living conditions of the 
people of Bengal and raise their ^conditions of life. But I do not know 
how far they have progressed witWhose schemes within the last few months. 
At least we do not see any visible effect with regard to that except that we 
see a few tiger-marked buses running in Calcutta. But apart from that we 
see all over v\ eat Bengal— whether it he in the villages or in the towns— 
complete misery prevailing— all-rouud misery. Now let us see what are 
the implications of this Bill, what it purports to do, if the provisions are 
meant to be serious, if the statement of objects and reasons is meant to be 
aenous. If that is so, Government have to improve and develop industry. 
it means that Government have to take the initiative in this matter from 
«*• private capitalists and bring forward their own plan whereby for the 
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whole of West Bengal they can plan out. The basis of planning is that 
we must be told that within such and such a time-limit we shall do such 
and such thing. But, on the contrary, as far as industry is concerned, 
whatever may be said in this particular Bill, as the initiative has been by 
a solemn declaration by the Government of India left to private industrialists 
it would be impossible for Government to plan out its own scheme, because 
wherever there is found private capitalism there is hound to be anarchy. 
Private businessmen do not go to the market for the benefit of the people 
but because they want to make profits and therefore there is always anarcny 
wherever there is private industry. I do not see how acquiring a few 
apres of land here and there would help Government to build up industries 
on its own initiative when ii has left the initiative to private capitalists. * 
Then, Sir, it goes on to say in agrienltuie, forest r\, etc., development and 
improvement would be effected. Here again it has been long recognised 
by the Congress also that the abolition of the zemindan system was the 
only way out of this tangle, this difficulty with which we are faced, and 
we are told that such a Bill is going to come very shortly. But we know 
that this particular Bill in its provisions tries to tell us that without the 
abolition of the zennndarv system, without giving the lands to the tillers 
it would he nossible to improve and develop agriculture and forestry in 
such a way that Government can improve the economic life of the people, 
the living condition of the people. If this is a new-found theory of the 
Congress Government 1 have nothing to sun . 

But us far as I was aware, all were agreed in our country till a few 
years hack that without the abolition of the zemindary system and without 
compensation it was not possible to develop agriculture, fisheries or 
forestry as long as they were the properties of private individuals. 
Similarly we are told of the creation of better living conditions in the 
urban ami rural ureas with the object of the economic betterment of the 
local people a ven noble object no doubt, but was it the lack of this 
particular Bill that was holding up the Government from lowering the 
prices of things. as the\ prevail today in rural and urban areas? With 
regard to clothing, honking and food, the people are suffering even where 
in West Bengal. Was it because Government had no such power to acauire 
land that they could not check inflation, that they could not do anything 
or was it because they were following an anti-people, pro-capitalist, pro- 
zeinindnry policy that it was impossible for them to check inflation? That 
is tlie question which has got to he answered by the Government, because 
the people would like to know this, I feel that so long as the present 
policy of the Government continues, i.e.. so long as they are going to be 
guided by the dictates of the capitalists and the landlord* and other vested 
interests in our country, so long you may, for election purposes, have any 
Bill with any object in view, but that will not help us out of the situation. 
Inflation, hlackmarketing and other things are happening not because of 
any lack of power in the hands of Government, it is not that the Govern- 
ment cannot prevent the inflation because they have no power. Now, that 
Government have taken such powers under this Bill we nope we would not 
hear hereafter in trams and buses this criticism of the Government that 
prices of fish are going up, doth cannot be found, houses cannot be found. 
But in fact, there is no scheme as far as housing is Concerned. When the 
price of cloth was rising Government alLon a sudden ventured on its policy 
of decontrol without even listening to the Economic Advisers of tho Govern- 
ment itself. The result was tremendous chaos and lawlessness all**bver 
Bengal for which of course Government blames the pieople. But in fact 
if the Government thought over it twice they would blame themselves for 
their inefficiency. In any other country probably the Government would 
have the decency to quit office and leave it to others who could goveiu 
properly. But, unfortunately, our Government will not do that and it 
will hold on to office. Therefore I would end by saying that we ahall 
certainly give them — if the Government want they can take any powers 
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ey wish to curb the blackmarketers, the profiteers and tlfo ichpitalkfcjfc^ 
erybody would be willing to give them those powers, but at %h#>aWlfili!e 
e people would also want to know how the powers were goiugHifcjhe used, 
‘cause the people have seen the Congress rule for the last one" " TeffT T 
ierefore I think that next year at this time— if we again meet here— we 
all find that we shall he where we are today and things will not improve. 
?cuuse the Government. I know, will not change its policy of appeasing 
e vested interests, bor it has in fact become a Government representing 
e vested interests. Therefore it cannot change 'its policy and so I think 
is will not help us. Of course for election purposes it would be a good 
anifesto, hut I wonder whether t he people will take it seriously. 


Jan&b MO# KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, within a few minutes this Bill 
ill lie put on the Statute Book. Now, Sir, before it is finally passed into 
i Act, 1 should like to lie satisfied on a few points that concern* me 
•rsonally as I come from a border district. Sir, immediately this Bill is 
it on the Statute Book any laud which now also under the law includes 
liter and surely includes also a homestead, I believe,, Government will 
ive the power to take any land tor settling the refugees primarily in a 
unned way, and also tor other purposes, but, Sir, I have a sneaking ffear 
at, in the name of settling the refugees in a planned way, the provisions 
this Bill might be used to dispossess the poor Muslims from their lands, 
r, this has been in the aii for a long time and in giving expression to it 
am only doing justice to my constituency .--that it has been the talk in 
e district that because Murshidabad is in the border ami the border area 
populated by Muslims, for strategic reasons it would be necessary for 
e Government to dispossess the Muslims and to resettle, that area with 
e Hindus Sir, I think we have now satisfied the powers that he that 
f> aTV loyal when our lot has been east with the Indian Union. Sir, we 
i>e made the Indian 1 nion our home anil we have justified all the profes* 
:»ns and claims to loyalty, that we have made 1>\ actually showing loyalty, 
i, so whatever strategic leasons there may have been at the time when 
e Bill was drafted they no longer exist now todav. Today, Sir, Govern- 
ent ought to he satisfied that, the Muslims ot Hie Indian Union have 
ade the Indian l nion their home and there is no need to disturb their 
i are 


The Hon’bte Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Where does the Muslim 
•me into the Bill Y 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, there is the fear of the Muslims 
id so f raise this point. I want an assurance horn the Ilon’ble Minister 

charge and thy Tfon ble Premier that my fears are baseless. 

The Hpn'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Absolutely baseless. 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Win are you so 

ispiciousP Have you got a guilty mind P 

^Minb MD# KHUDA BUKHSH# Kuspicion begets suspicion. It is 
uv right when we have been treated with susmrion all these days, a little 
ispiciou may have also grown in our ijiimls that for strategic reasons, for 
>e eafetv and stability of the province the Muslims of the border areas will 
ive to. be herded out. But, Sir, I a m happy to hear from the Hon’ble 
cornier that this is not at the ba£fc of their mind — — 

TJie Wtfi’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: When we drafted this 
ill that waa not yi our mind but now I may take the clue^from him. 
^augnter.) - ' 

Jlfttb MD. KHUDA BUJKH8H# In whatever way my appeal is 
ns trued or misconstrued it does not affect the validity of the question, 
ere I am to ask for a categorical answer from the Government that the 
ualims in the border areas *will not be disturbed under the provisions of 
lU Bill. 



iO UIJjIjO. j/4UTH dEPT. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAIUMDAR : Both Hindu- 
and Muslims will he affectefl. 

JaiUlb MD. KHUDA 8UKH8H: May be both Hindus and Muslims 
will be affected but more Muslims than Hindus will be affected. They arc 
all poor and if they are herded out of their hearths and homes they will have 
to find out alternative accommodation. That was the point I was coming 
to, namely, what will happen to those people who are dispossessed of theii 
lands. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. I told you your fear its 
baseless. 

Jamb MD. KHUDA BUKHSHl Sir, a friend tells me that the ques- 
tion of our loyalty has not yet been sufficiently proved. I do not know, 
Sir, when this will come to an end and how we will be able to prove our 
loyalty. 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Caesar's wife is always above 
jfaspicion I 

t Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: However, Sir, there is a provision in 
this Bill that (iovernment may ultimately find that the lands acquired for 
some purpose may not be required for Government use and (hen the lands 
will bo made over to the people from whom they were taken. Now, I 
suggest that prior claims of the owners will he considered. Of course an 
amendment to this effect moved by Mr. Ghose has been accepted by 
Government. In this connection I would also request the (iovernment 
that they should not make any profit in reselling the lands to the original 
owner. Government, Sir, are only willing to pay a certain amount of 
compensation and they have said that the compensation will not be more 
than whnt the price was in December, l!)4t>. If in the meantime the land 
appreciates and can bring even a higher market value, and if the original 
owner then comes and takes possession, Government will charge so much 
that Government had paid out from its coffers and no more. That is the 
assurance I want from Government. With these words, Sir, 1 resume my 
seat. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: May I speak a few W ords 

in reply to what has been said by the honourable members opposite. Sii, 
Mr. Jyoti Basu in his usual vein has taken this opportunity 

ilanab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN: If the Hon’ble Minister will take 
long, the House may now be adjourned for prayer. 

„Mr. 8PEAKER: How long will you take, Mr. Sinha? 

Tha Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Five or ten minutes. 
Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: in that ease I must adjourn the House now. the 
House stands adjourned for* fifteen minutes. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) „ 

The Hon’ble 8r. BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr i^eakar, Sir, as 
1 warn telling you, Sir, I regret very muck that Mr. Jvotf Bapu in his umal 
way took opportunity on this occasion to put upon us certain intentions 
which we really do not have. Sir, while he was speaking,* I was reminded 
of an incident that tqplt place Ti few' years ago on the floor this Mouse. 
On one occasion when members from different sides 6f the House were 
criticising certain actions of Government, up rose Mr. Siddiqi and mid 
that “it is very strange that the honourable members opposite are in the 
habit of seeing ghosts in every tamarind- tree’ . I may recall that state- 
ment made by Mr. Siddiqi on that occasion and I may state that by a strange 
alliance, perhaps struck at some hotel — may be the Spence’s Hotel, the 
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honourable the Communist member lias now taken upon himself the 
responsibility which Mr. Siddiqi used to discharge in the previous House. 
Therefore, 1 need not controvert the arguments that Mr. Basil has tried to 
make Out except to say that it was fpr the lack of such a legislative provi- 
sion that nothing could he done, hut I am sure that this was one of the 
clogs in the wheel that retarded progress. If Government wants to remove 
one of the clogs, well it is certainly with the intention of moving the wheel 
that they are doing such a thing and now when we are making that effort, 
Mr. Basu would say that if you cannot move the whole wheel, at least you 
cannot move it in part. That is an argument. Sir, to which, I think, no 
reply is necessary. 

I would next refer to the arguments made out by Mr. Khuda llukhsh, 
I was sorry to find Mr. Khuda Bukhsh scenting suspicion in this thing. 
I can tell him that we are not in the habit of suspecting because we have' 
all along been brought up and nurtured in the Congress creed that all 
creeds and communities are equal. Sir, f find, and I find with great regret, 
that it is very difficult to shed old habits and the habits that Mr. Knudu 
Bukhsh made during the previous regime of suspccting'other people not 
belonging to his bloc still stick to him. 1 may assure you thaMhis legis- 
lation will not he applied to any community in any communal way. 

Now, Sir, 1 shall speak on the Bill itself. Criticisms have been levelled 
that this Bill will lead to no benefit. I do not agree. 1 may tell the House 
that since the promulgation of the Ordinance in the last week "of April', 
11)48, we have as yet examined thirty-one schemes and. Sir, we haVc given 
effect to some of them. While woiking out the provisions of the Ordinance 
we find that when the schemes were sent to the Government, the schemes 
were not given in complete form, many details were lacking and many of 
the estimates wane found to he defective. Now Government have publish* 
ed them with ail the details that Government want while companies or 
prescribed authorities or Collectors are to forwaid the schemes to Govern- 
Tnent. That is how the schemes are to he prepared. If the schemes come 
ready trith these details, Government are ready to give effect to those 
schemes. 1 am sorry, Sir, further progress could not be made, but 1 note 
with regret that without this provision there can he no speedy resettlement 
of refugees in some of the districts, for example, in Jalpaiguri we had to 
make resettlement of refugees even before we had time to notify under 
section 4 of the Oidiname. When urgency demands that there should be 
speedy resettlement of refugees, and when very speedy acquisition of land 
is necyssary, all efforts arc made by Government to dispense fair justice and 
to see to it that arable and waste lands are acquired by giving effect only 
to that provision of the Land Acquisition Act. If honourable members 
opposite had read the contents of the Act more carefully, they would have 
found that provision has been made under certain clauses. Only cert&in 
provisions of the Land Acquisition Act trill take effect and they relate not 

homestead lands but to arable and waste lands.* If there is still a 
suvpickm in the jninds of honourable member#, I submit that suspicion is 
unfounded. 

With these words, ‘Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House * * 

She motion df the Hon’ble Sri Bimal Chandra Sinha that the West 
Bengal Land Jteyelopment and Planning Bill, 1948, as settled in the 
Assembly, be passed was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Molar Spirit Sales Taxation (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 

r * % 

the Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sfr. 1 beg to introduce 
the^Bengal Motof* Spirit Safes Taxation (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill A 
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The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, I beg further to 
move that the Bengal Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (West Bengal Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 


The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 2. 


The question that clause 2 do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the reamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: I beg to move that the 
Bill as Nettled in the Assembly be passed. 

Sri ilYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the only point 1 should like to 
know from the Hon’ble Minister before this Bill becomes an Act is as to 
how manV countries will immediately be affected — how many Consular 
representatives — and how much petrol will be involved in this particular 
thing, that is, as to how much petrol is consumed by either the United 
States ( 'QiihiiJur' Services or the other services who will get petrol tax-tree. 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, for the present 
on reciprocal basis it would he given to the Uonsular offices of America. 
We have introduced the Bill at the request of the Government of India. 
We do not know what other public services or countries will do it on 
reciprocal basis but we are suie that we shall he able to give them "without 
inconvenience to our countrymen. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: I think the honourable member to 
my left wanted to know the quantity of petrol that will be involved at tin* 
present moment. The ilon'hic Minister lias said that petrol will he 
supplied to the Consular office* of the States ol America. He has not told 
us exactly wluit is the quantity that is, what is the number of gallons that 
will be involved. 

* Mr. SPEAKER: It the llon’ble Minister does not want to say anything 
I Cannot help. 

Tim motion of the Ilon'hic Sri Nalini Uanjnn Sarker that the Bengal 
Motor Spirit Sales Taxation (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, as 
settled in the Assembly, be passed, was then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Excise (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Bengal Excise (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948. ^ 

(Tlie Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) * 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINt MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, I beg to move t 
that the Bengal Excise ( West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1848, be taken into 
consideration. 

Jamb MD. KHUbA BUKHSH I Mr. Speaker, Sir, I shall coagratolate 
*this measure. The lacuna that existed in the old Excise Bill whiOatim 
amendment seeks to remove was directly responsible for the growth of 
drinking places of dubious reputation and thosf places, Sir, also encouraged 



1948 .] 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


19 


.» # ! 
the growth of other social evils which «are attendant on promiiR'uous drink- 
ing. Sir, with the passage of this Bill the clubs and other places which 
serve drinks to their clientele or theft members will now have to approach 
Government for licences. Sir, I should like to submit this before the 
Hon’ble Minister through you that whenuthe.se licences are considered, will 
he please look into the antecedents and the previous history of those clubs 
and other drinking places and refuse licences to those places whose — shall 
I say — moral character is not above reproach. But, Sir, this Bill also takes 
in its purview Lodges. I do not know what exactly this means. If it (foes 
mean a Masonic Lodge, I shall submit that a Masonic Lodge is on n footing 
entirely different from a club or any other drinking house. A Masonic 
Lodge is a place when* members congregate and they do not pay separately . 
for their drinks. They pay a consolidated subscription to their respective 
Lodges and the drinks that are served theie are included in the consolidated 
subscription. It is neither a club nor is it any other drinking place. It 
has its own charters and honourable members who are members of Masonic 
Lodges would support me in the view that Lodges should not be brought 
under the purview of this. T want to make this point because, not all 
Lodges, there are some who take their drinks from bonded warehouses. 
There are other Lodges who cannot affotd to take their drinks from the 
bonded warehouses, they buy their drinks from the bazar. If this BiJJ 
takes these Masonic Lodges also under its purview there will he doubft 
taxation in respect of liquor consumed in those Lodges.. Whefi he makes 
his reply I hope the Tlon’hle Minister would assure us that by Lodges ho 
does not mean Masonic Lodges. v 

Mr. R. E. PLATEL: Sir, with the objects of this Bill I suppose there * 
would he no point in having anv quarrel in view of the declared policy of 
Government to further prohibition. I feel, however, a certain regret that 
it should have been necessary to infringe ort the privileges which members 
of bona fide (dubs have so far enjoyed. The answer. T feel, would have 
been some sort of regulation of the so-called mushioom (dubs, but that 
Government should have felt it necessary to infringe on tin* rights and 
privileges of the members of well-established (dubs -for this, as T said, I 
feel some regret. However, the Bill has been introduced, Government 
have their majority and it will be passed. But might T ask tor two 
assurances from the Holt 'hie Minister. The first is that sufficient time will 
be given before this Bill is made effective in order that dubs may be able 
to get their licences so that the Bill having been passed and sufficient time 
Hot having been obtained to get then licences, the position will not arise 
that the clubs may not he able to serve drinks to their members even on 
week du\s. [ do not know what the regulations are, but I suppose that 
after filling forms in quadruplicate or triplicate and completing ehalans and 
paying deposits in various treasuries and after all these sorts of things, the 
applications will have to go Indore some sort of Board and the licences have 
to lie approved. So, 1 am asking that the lapse of time between the date 
that these provisions come into effect and the passing of the Bill may be 
sufficient to enable these formalities to be gone through. 

The second assurance I am asking for is that all long-established bona 
pas clubs will have no difficulty in securing licences. In fact, that the 
granting of licences to them will he more or less automatic. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, the honourable 
members might be confused about tin* object of the Bill. The object of the 
Bill ns simply this. Government are advised that it is a question of supply 
of liquor. What is the meaning of supply of liquotf According to the 
legal opinion, the**upply of liquor by clubs or similar other institutions to 
their members is not “sale” within the meaning of section *20 of the Excise 
Act. Section 20 provides that no intoxicant can be sold without a licence. 
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Sir, ther# are Certain institution* which are, therefore, not required to 
take out excise sale licences under section 20, even whey, the stock of 
liquor is kept solely lor supply to and the use of members. The hotels and 
restaurants supplying liquor to their customers must have licence and are 
subject to all conditions of the licence. This discriminatory treatment as 
between dubs and restaurants has exerted pressure for the emergence of 
spurious clubs where consumers flock together in larg'e number for having 
cheaper liquor without having to take out licence and to pay licence fee. 
^Thfs is the main object. Trade has complained against this discrimination 
and this has constituted a gap in our system ot revenue protection. 

Another object ol the Bill i-> to promote the cause of prohibition. 
^Government made rules requiring that all premises licensed for supplying 
liquor and situated in (’uleutta and other industrial areas shall with effect 
from 29th November, 1947, he kept closed on even Saturday. Clubs not 
requiting licence do not come under this rule. As sale of liquor was the 
largest on Saturday, the evil effects ot the discriminatory treatment between 
restaurants and clubs have been very much intensified since the introduc- 
tion ot dry Saturdays. Also the increase in consumption of liquor in clubs 
has naturally decmised the consumption in licensed shops, hotels and 
lestaurants, arid consequently Government have been losing a substantial 
reveuue. Above all the scry object of introducing dry Saturdays is being 
frustrated. It is under these circumstances that Government have 
introduced this Bill to amend sub-clause (/.V> ol section 2 of the Bengal 
Excise Act so as to bring the supply of liquor by club or similar other 
institutions to Iheii members within the definition of sale. The object of 
the Bill is not to interfere with the legitimate activities ot the genuine 
clubs, such a* lodges, as the honourable member has said. As regards 
lodges Government will try to see whether there are an\ illegitimate 
activities or not. 

danab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: I can assure the llon’ble Minister 
that there an* no illegitimate activities in masonic lodges. 

The Hon’bie Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: 1 am speaking ot mess, 
clubs or similar other institutions. 


danab MDi KHUDA BUKHSH: lMcase exclude Masonic Lodges. 

The Hon'ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: If there be any 
illegitimate activities there, Government will try to meet them. The main 
object of the Bill is three-fold — to remove discrimination of trade, to close 
a gap in our system of revenue protection, and to make better enforcement 
of dry Saturdays. These are the objects of the Bill. 1 may poiut out 
that a similar definition of sale has been prevailing in Bombay and Assam 
for some years. 

With these words, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Mohini Mohan Barman that the Bengal 
Excise (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration 
was then put ami agreed to. 

Clause 1. 


The question that cluuse l^do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


New clause 1A . 


Mr. R. i. PLATCL: Sir, 1 should like to move a short-notice amend- 
ment that after clause I, a new clause be added reading as follows: — 

“1A. It shall come into force on the 1st April, 1949”. 

The reason for this amendment is, as I explained when I spoke earlier, 
that I fear that Government will not give bona jid* ciuba. sufficient time to 
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Sorry; I cannot accept 
clause i, a new cT&tist* 


take out their licences. I have usoeived no assurance ^from the JJan*ble 
Minister on this point nor md he answer me on the other assrihuice thal I 
asked for that bona fide and long-established clubs would get licences more 
or lees as a matter of course. The object of *%his amendment is to ensure 
that there will be sufficient time for horn fide and long-established clubs 
to take out licences before the provision* of this Bill come into force. 

The Hon’ble Sri MOHIMI MOHAN BARMAN: 

that. 

The amendment of Mr. R. K. l’latel that after 
be added reading as follows: — 

“1A. It shall come into force on the 1st April, 1941)", 
was then put and lost. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. a 

Th® Hon’ble Sri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Sir, I beg to mow 

that the Bengal Kxci.se (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, as settled 
in the Assembly, be passed. 

danab ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIOI' M, m l « 

unsets not only the calculations ot m Vi u ] ^ lf, » this Bill 

afl the ideals oflh, j“«™ "-Im, I,h« W< "'' l ' y ,) , " S,l 1 m llk « ««. but also 
Gandhi and talking of |,Ita U fel'n 1 t,m , ■*“£ .<* Mahatma 
“fund i»R Pa«. «» our discus!, . a i , ’ *T.K ' K *V ^ 

«t masonic lodges to |„. |,. t , J, ,,f i,,h " i,(y . fw ««d "» hohalf 

i>»m a gentleman who calls himself 1' Mu! im * Sir ‘ com„ H 

no right to question the mrht of tl,n « aH a MuH bm I have 

diink is jMTinitted. ItlclioirM... T'T""’'*. whom alcoholic 
«» «•!! me that Ju rtZort !: MurahWabad is going 
nature ilo not indulge in alcohol a «ee kittle l.ii » tut) jm« ol .that 

for their members then I shall stand eorrecteil Y h’l'v . * W f“ l *? 
belong to these Masonic lodges and I have ' beci <olw“ < Vi y K wl *° 

members ave *o he brought ,! 

tins' law and,' '"Tn-tZ, "l "«»" under 

things about the lodges as much as I*" JUS ‘ Ui< , ln sa , vi "K these 

remove Un .nomalv” otherwise horn i, I in this I«ll j, to 

alcohol as it likes and members of the various *'! l" ,, ? , ! k,n K a * much 
indulge in drink to an.v extent they like ' Mr W shT 

aps \ »sr> 1 r r ?rr" ,fi * i "^v;- 

••A. ■if.™"*, 0 ’ ,*7 t 1 ', «■■»••• ». 

that club is uselea» y Mr Svw»nV ** J- JU DOt tiien membership of 
Cabinet and a Minister of that Jt i W . astou P^ m ^ that a Congress 

« I‘- 4hat UblDet w P h y**g with this great problem. 
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* That you will allow*me to drink on Mouday and not let me drink on Saturday 
i« tne heighf of absurdity. Either tbev should go the whole hop or they 
should not tinker with this problem. /Those who are allowed to drink, let 
them drink, but you must nave heard. Sir, as py* fellow members in the 
House, that a great protein is going to come before 4 the country in the 
shape of total stoppage of cow-slaughter. Thai, Sir, does not injure either; 
the human brain or the human system as does alcohol. Even countries in 
the colder regions of this small planet of ours think in terms of temperance 
.now. We who have been talking of temperance, who have been talking 
of prohibition, who have been talking of raising the standard of our pool 
workers and peasants to a higher level. Sir, will not benefit in the least 
out of tli is. The other idea. Sir, is that the Minister does not wish to lost' 
the income that the Excise Department might get out of this measure. 
He wants 1o remove only a discrimination. If 1 pay one rupee why should 
the other fellow not pa\ one rupee? Sir, T hope he will consult the'Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister and then after consulting him and seeking advice from 
Jiim ho will find ways and means jo make ui> the loss. My appeal to 
Hon hie Ministers sitting in the House and those who are not here today 
will lie, for goodness' sake, to put theii heads together and, if not for the 
sake of the intrinsic value of temperance, chiefly out of respect for the 
memory of our frrent leader Mohandas Karainchand Gandhi, they will 
bring into the House ^ if not in this session then in the next one, a scheme 
of total prohibition In West Bengal. At that tune the Government n/11 
find among us, in spile of some being members of the Masonic Lodges toda\ . 
complete and entire support toi any such scheme of prohibition that tin* 
Hon’hlc Minister will have the courage to bring before us, (Applause.) 

Mr. R. E. PLATE L: Mr Spca ker, Sii, at the expense of being 
considered a nuisance 1 must rise again. I have not yet received the 
courtesy of a reply jo the two requests 1 made on behalf of chilis— I am 
speaking of club-, with a homi fide membership, club* m v\hicli the asset* 
vest in the members, and not of mushroom clubs which an* run for the 
profit of one or two individuals. 1 asked for two assurances. Sir, il) that 
there will he sullicient time between the passing of tin* Bill and it> provi- 
sions coining into effect to enable the elulw to get their licences, in order 
that there would bo no break in tbe*e chibs providing tin* usual amenities 
for their mrmheis on days other than Saturdays; (2) that these hona fidi 
and well-established clubs should, a matter of course, he in anted licences 
after their conforming to the usual formalities. 1 have learnt. Sir, to 
appreciate clubs - to appreciate the intimac\ of well-run clubs when* 
members can go on an evening and meet, friends of their own choosing and 
spend a pleasant few houis over a drink or so. T was taught that drink 
as such is not a vice but that drink in excess like even thing in excess is a 
vice and for these reasons. Sir, I ask the Hon’ble Minister, if he cannot 
give me the assurances, at least to have the courtesy to tell me so. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: l shall be told again, as I begin to speak, 
that I always suspect the motives of the Gongress Government in whatever 
they do. I of course plead guilty to that charge and in this connection, 
i.e.. the Bengal Excise Bill which is before us, I should like to point out, 
as has been stated by Mr. Siddiqi. that the Gongress might talk of high 
motives of prohibition but then that is not the main purpose for which this 
Bill hus been sought to be passed here. 

The main purpose for wbioirthis Bill has been sought to he moved here 
is not prohibition, for if it was a case of prohibition which they were aiming 
at, then I do not see whv there cannot he total prohibition in the Province 
of West Bengal within the shortest period of time. Sir, that seems to have 
been told to the country year after year in the election manifesto of the 
Congress and from the Gongress platform everywhere. But here in the 
last paragraph of the Statement of Objects and Reasons it has been made 
quite dear why this particular Bill has been brought. Whatever has been 
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about prohibition, at the same time it lias been HUid that hotels andT 
restaurants complain thut the rules are discriminatory and affect their 
business adversely. So that is one t)f the rqjusous win this Bill has been 
brought before the House, But, that might bav$ been told i fi so* many 
wdnjs. I do not see why Government should waste ? time and breath in 
Ratling us that it is for the great Cause of prohibition, for improving the 
moral of our people that such a Bill is being brought before the House, 
It would have been better if they had used a plainer language instead of 
again trying to mislead the people in this manner. 1 am sure if this 
particular Act in the Statute Book is read by the people, they will under* 
stand what it actually means and why it has been introduced. It does not, 
serve the cause of prohibition. As such, I hope the ('digress Government, 
true to their words, will at least see to it that within a short time Jbere 
shall be total prohibition in the Province of West Bengal. 

The Hon’ble 8ri MOHINI MOHAN BARMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 
may assure the honourable members opposite that as regards prohibition 
we are trying to introduce gradual prohibition and so far as this Bill is 
concerned, it means nothing hut a step towaids prohibition. 

The motion of the Ilon’hle Sri Mohini Mohan Barman that the Hcngul 
Excise (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, IJGS, as settled in the Assembly, 
be passed, was then put and a division taken, with the following result: — 


Bandyopadhaya, Sri P rami t ha Nath. 
Banorjoe, Srt Susil Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon'bla Sri Mo hint Mohan. 
Barman, Srt Syama Prasad. 

Basil, 8r( Homan ta Kumar. 

Batu, Sri Jyoti. 

Bhandari, 8rt Charu Chandra. 

Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 

Chatterjee, 8ri Haripada. 

Choudhury, Sri Annada Protad. 
Chaudhurt, Tha Hon’ble 8rl Rai 
Harondra Nath. 

Oas, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oats, Sri Kanailal. 

Do, Sri Kanal Lai. 

Oolui, 8ri Harondra Nath. 
Outt-Maiumdar, Tho Hon'blo Srt 
Niharondu. 

Canguii, Sri Bopin Bohan. 

Qayon, Sri Arablnda. 

Ghosh, Sri Bimai Comar. 


Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, Bri Kuber Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, 8rl Uday Chand, Miliarajadtib 
raj Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Majhi, Sri Ntshapatl. 

Majumdar, Tho Hon’blo Sri Bhupatl 
Malliok, Sri Ashutosh. 

Mandal, Sri Baitkubohari. 

Mandal, 8ri Krishna Prasad, 

Murarka, Sri Basantlal. 

Naskar, Sri Ardhondu Sokhar. 

Naskar, Tho Hon'blo Sri Horn Chandra. 
Panja, Tho Hon’blo 8ri Jadabondra Nath. 
Poddar, Sri Anandilal. 

Pramanik, Srt Rajanl Kanta. 

Roy, Sri Jajnoswar. 

Roy, Tho Hon'blo Srt Kiran Sankar. 

San, Tho Hon'bfo Sri Prafutla Chandra. 
Sinha, Tho Hon’blo Sri Bimai Chandra. 


Ptatot, Mr. R. E. 

The Ayes being 38 and the Noes 1, the motion was carried. 


The Bengal Tanks Improvement (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, IMS. 

The Hon'bie Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: Sir, I |,« K to 
t, '<‘ Bengal Tanks Improvement (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 

1 !Ho. 

(The Secretary then read the abort title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA; Sir, I beg to more 
that the Bengal Tanks Improvement (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, 
be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 1. 

„ The question tha^ clause 1 do stafl^ P a ^ .the was then put and 

agreed,* to. * * * t \ >'■ x 

Clause 2. ' * 

The question thaf cluuse 2 do stand part of the ; Dill Vas then put and" 
*agrecdto. 

Clause 2. 


*■ The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then gut and 
^agreed to. 

% Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed* to. 

Clause 5. 

The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 6‘. 


The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 7. 


The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

* • Clause 8. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause .9. 

The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill w'as then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 


The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 15. 

The question that clause 15 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
.agreed to. 
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Clause 16. 

The question that clause l$ s do gj&nd part of the tyiil was their put and 
agreed to. 

**' Clause 17J 

o. •»> 0S 1 * 

The question that clause 17, do^stand part of the fiill ivas then put and 
agreed to. * 

Clause IS, 

Tb# question that clause 18 do stand part of the Hill was then pul anil 
agreed *** ** 

C fa use Hi 

The question that clause 19 do stand part of the Hj 11 was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 20. * 

The question that clause 20 do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 21. 

The question that clause 21 do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 22. 

The question that clause 22 do stand part of the Hill was thou put and 
agreed to. „ 5 

Clause 2*1. 

The question that clause 2d do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 24. 

The question that clause 24 do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2a. 

The question that clause 2o do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 2t> do stand part of the Hill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 27. 

1 he question that clause 2< do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 28. 

The question that clause 28 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 20. 

The question that clause 29 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3fJ. 

The question that clause 30 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. v 
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Clause 31. 

Tht i UUl clause 31 do stand part* 01 me mil was men put ana 

agreed U>. * * , v ; ' 

4 Clause 32. 

% * ' 

The question that'Vdause 32 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
*4 greed to. 

Clause 33. 

w The question that clause 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

v Clause 34. 

The question that clause 34 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 33. 

The question that clause 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put anti 
a greet 1 to. 

Clause 36. 


The question that clause 3(i do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreetl to. 

Prea mhlc. 

The question that the pte.iuihle do stand part of the Bill was then put 
ntld agreetl to. 

The Hon’ble Sri JADABENDRA NATH PANJA: Sir, 1 beg to nio\e 
that the Bengal Tanks Improvement (West Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1948, 
as settled in the Assembly, he passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The West Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-M AZUM DAR : Sir, 1 beg to 
intioduee tin* West Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities ltemo\ul Bill, 1948. 

( Ihe Secretary then read the slant title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Sir, 1 beg to 
mo\c that the West Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948, 
he taken into ron-udeiation. 

It will be remembered, Sir, that by a unanimous decision of all sections 
of this House soon after this House met tor the first time under the new 
set-up, a resolution was passed congratulating the Constituent Assembly for 
their decision to abolish untouchahility from India, and this House also 
recorded its decision asking Government to bring early measures with a view 
to give effect to that resolution. Sir, it is in response to that direction of 
this House embodied in its resolution that Government now proposes to 
bring forward this Bill for consideration of this House, and I hope. Sir, 
that the principles embodied in the Bill will receive universal approval. It 
is well known that in this unhappy land various drawbacks that we have 
suffered f rob i for ages have been made a plea to weaken us and to attack us. 
Sir, it is well kfto'vn that in subjugated India, the Indian States and the 
Indian people did not have that measure of freedom to express its will in 
order to effect measures of reforms which were badly needed. On the con- 
trair, such issues which might have been very well left alone for people to 
eradicate through propaganda in favour of social reforms were made use 
of by those who were interested in perpetuating our weakness, our shame 
and all that was evil as a legacy from tne past amongst us. In fact, those 
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vamU were even ©apitalised for political purposes and Che outcome was 
tJr notorious - communal award which taxed to pernetuhte a perpetual com- 
omnal division in order to dismember the bod } politic of India and of the 
Hindu society in particular. We noticed in particular that although it 
hadT been the custom of it* past Govern meat under foreign refrime to pro- 
daliff neutrality in matfers religious but n deliberate drive by them w«n 
made guided W jwlitical purposes behind that drive in order to perpetuate 
dimension, division and to create new divisions where old ones were found 
1o show signs of desuetude. I need not go into that woeful history of our 
past shame and disgrace, but I do say that it was realised by the leaders 
of Indian society irrespective of caste, creed or community that equality oi 
human rights shall be the basis on which all citizens must stand. But 
unfortunately in matters of State, in matters economic and political within 
th*. body politic of India, instead of acknowledging the human rights on 
the basis of common citizenship, in effort was made to give statutory 
recognition or rather to create statutory castes which never in the past either 
Hindu social practices or the Shastras or customs had recognised as having 
anything to do with matters economic and political. 

(At this stage the Ilouae was adjourned for fifteen minutes,) 


(After adjournment.) 

The Kon’ble 8ri NIHARENDU DUTT MAZUMDAR: Sir, to resume 1 
would sav that it is today to our relief unnecessary to go more into the 
dismal history of the past in respect of what I was going to relate before this 
House. Sir, I am also glad that there has been not a single notice hf 
amendment to the provisions of this Bill from my honourable friends 
opposite, although this Bill has been one of the Bills before this Ilousa*>i 
which the longest notice has been given and which has been published a 
long time ago. I take this absence o{ any proposal for amendment from 
tuv friends as an indication of their silent approval to the principle and 
provisions of this Bill, And, Sir, I do hope that this measure, as a very 
moderate measure in the direction of a much desired reform, will receive 
their goodwill and support in an abundant measure. 

Sir, I must not also omit to mention one factor that this Bill touches 
upon a subject which is ot vital import to the very question of existence of 
the Hindu society. The Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, as is well 
known, had warned his countrymen, had appealed for sympathy from all, 
and he warned his countrymen in words such as these: “If Hinduism or 
Hindu society is to sunixe, untouchahility must go”. 1 think those who 
honour his mentor} will, as a mark of tribute to that appeal from the 
Father ot the Nation who is no moie amongst us, should honour the spirit 
ot his teachings and preachings by showing with a solemn heart that w r c 
shall go forward and extend our support to this Bill. Let us hope that in 
time to come as is stated in the very preamble of the Bill we shall try to 
obliterate differences between man and man in the Hindu society as also 
amongst citizens of the Indian Union, irrespective of caste, creed or 
religion . 

I think, Sir, although this Bill purports to deal with a subject confined 
to certain practices in Hindu society, yet all sections of the people irres- 
pective of their religious beliefs should feel equally interested with human 
sympathy to see that an evil is uprooted so that a man may feel that he can 
stand up as equal to his brothers in all matters either in social, civic* or 
religious as in political rights and economic spheres and there shall he here- 
after no differences among them. I am aware, Sir, that ipere enactment of 
a piece of legislation will not altogether eradicate from fte minds of the 
people who are habituated, who are orientated in a different manner the 
evil that we wish to uproot. There will have to be an immense amount of 
beneficial propaganda, educative and instructive, guided by sympathy, fore- 
sight and vision, in order to bring about a change of orientation* We know, 
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Sir, conservatism dies hard and particularly in such matters. Sir, behind 
this spirit of conservation in suck matters lurks^ the- dedfwfet passions *of 
men, sometimes the darkest passions of men. AYe know, Sir, movements 
have taken place in the recent history of the world where prejudices, over 
race or caste may he made to work havoc to the ipisfortunes of people who 
succumb to such passions. Therefore, Sir, it is a sphere, rSJher a dangerous 
sphere, to deal with where utmost circumspection and caution are needed as 
wim as utmost sympathy with I he whole endeavour to reform. 

AVith these words, Sir, I shall commend my Bill to the consideration 
and acceptance of this House and J hope, in considering a Bill of this nature, 
no question of party affiliations will arise. It is on the basis of human con- 
siderations alone that we must decide such issues. Therefore I hope that 
this Bill nun he discussed and viewed from that angle of vision. It is the 
purpose of tins Government to help every community that may be in need 
of any help or reforms. It is the purpose of this Government to help all 
communities so far as their social and religious practices of life are con- 
cerned, to realise themselves with full freedom and to the fullest, extent, and 
gradually let this land he a land inhabitated by happy communities enjoy- 
ing freedom not only in social, eivie and political matters but also in matters 
of religious worship and belief free from any evil practices that might have 
been living in the pa«t or might have been perpetuated by bands that were 
designed to ]H»rpctunte them in a different era. It is in that view, Sir, I 
believe that a day will come when Hindu society will learn to regard each 
other as equal members of that fraternity, as in common they must regard 
tjiemselves as equal members with the rest of their fellow citizens in 
matters eivie and political. It is my fervent hope, Sir, that a time will 
come when a Hindu will be described as a Hindu and nothing but a Hindu 
whejqj} description on the basis of the community was at all needed. 
Description about caste then will have been a thing of the past. In fact. 
Sir, 1 do hope a demand will arise from members of that society to ban 
any description of a Hindu other than by the term ‘‘Hindu”. He shall be 
regarded as such and respected as such. That, Sir, is a much needed 
thing for members of the Hindu society. 

Sir, I shall conclude by saying that the purpose that impels us ahead is 
t lie purpose of the famous man tram, the famous teaching that gives us 
peace from the worries of life. At the risk of appearing pedantic, or even 
at the risk of reiterating and renting a common place mantra m I shall say 

what should inspire us in moving and in accepting this Bill. Let that 

mantram be, as tin* Rishis of yore had taught : — 

May God protect us! May God allow us to enjoy together! Let this be 

studied by the spirited ones! Let us not he envious of each other! 

These words may today, unfortunately, seem foreign to some. But let 
us hope that we may realise the inner meaning and significance of this 
mantram in our life and society. (Janab Md. Ktu da Bukhsii : Will you 
please translate this mantram?) Sir, I hope my honourable friend, in order 
to save time, will take the trouble of having it translated from people more 
competent and who can give a more authoritative translation and try to 
realise the inner meaning contained therein. 

• Janab »VED BADRUDDlftA: Sir, I wholeheartedly associate myself 
with the observations of my honourable friend Sri Niharendu Dutt- 
Jtfaiumdar. question like this, Sir, there can be no controversy 

because personally I feel that there is a section of Indians who have been, 
since the beginning of time, deprived of not merely their political and 
social rights but also their cultural and religious rights, and that all in the 
name t>f civilisation and culture itself. Sir, nothing could be more 
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derogatory, nothing could be more unfortunate, ^nothing conld be more 
diipouracing, nothing could be Inure inconsistent with our professions and 
teachings, that in tk**name of religion,, in the name #f civilization, in the 
nameof truth, in the name of justice, in the name of humanity, we should 
treat bur own brothers as helots aud untouchables. The helot* of Greece, 
the ptebian of Rome fought and attained a position, but the poor “untouch- 
ables”* groaning under the iron heels of oppression for centuries have t^en 
denied even the elementary rights of citizenship, all the privileges, * all 
opportunities for self-expression in all spheres of life, had been deprived of 
their freedom for the cultural, political and social advancement of society. 
So I extend my wholehearted co-operation to this proposal. To us, Muslims, 
Sir, nothing could be moty welcome. The greatest Prophet of Islam has 
established a democracy which has no parallel in the history of the entire 
human race. He combined together the black and the white, yellow and 
the brown, all classes and conditions jn one system with no distinction of 
caste, creed or colour. 1300 years ago that Prophet of Arabia preached that 
there should be no distinction between man and man. Democracy of Europe 
has failed to achieve this object. In spite of Conventions, Protocols and tne 
League of Nations they have failed to raise the status of humanity to that 
level, to that stature which the Prophet of Islam 1300 years ago set up, 
practised and preached. The Prophet referring to slaves said, “Though 
slaves they are my brethren”. It is not for nothing that slaves were raised 
to the position of Emperors long before modern civilization could conceive of 
any such status for them. That was done by the Prophet not under any 
pressure of circumstances, not out of any agitation as is kicked up by tb|> 
Communists or Socialists now-a-days, hut simply out of his own initiative, 
out of an inspiration from above. He wanted to purge the world clean of all 
oppressions, all prejudices, all superstitions that gathered around itrso^thdit 
the stream of liberty, the stream of justice, the stream of fraternity, the 
atn •am of (‘quality, the stream of democracy, the stream of brotherhood, 
amity, friendship, the stream of inter-communal harmony, inter-racial 
understanding, harmonious, social, political relations might flow on in 
their pristine purity undisturbed by any narrow sectarianism or parochial 
patriotism. The great Buddha also gave that message of hope, that 
inspiration to the world in those dark ages when prejudices and suspicions 
were fast threatening extinction of our society. In the recent past also 
Mahatma Gandhi also coming in the wake of these prophets gave us his 
message drawing special attention to the great dangers to mankind arising 
from inequality of treatment between man and man and fought for uplift 
of the untouchables for their real place under the sun. 

Sir, we Muslims feel that in the name of those great teachers of 
humanity, in the name of the great messengers of truth and democracy, it 
is time that all those disabilities should be removed not only in the moral 
sphere, in the civic sphere, in the political sphere, in the social sphere, in 
tne intellectual sphere but in all spheres of life, in all domains of 
thought. Opportunities must be thrown open to them as human beings. As 
human beings they must have equal share and must participate in the well- 
being of the entire nation, they must he treated as an integral part of the 
entire nation and must be allowed according to their lights and convictions 
to contribute to the political, social and cultural advancement of the com- 
mon motherland. 

With these few words, Sir, I associate myself wholeheartedly with the 
observations of the Hon'bie Sri Niharendu Dutt-Mnzumdar and support the 
Mill. 

Jgnab MUDASSIR HOSSAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I afirsorry I cannot 
agree with the principles of the Bill for it is primarily the social disabilities 
from which the untouchables have been suffering. It is not a work within 
the sphere of this Legislature. It is the work of great reformers. It requires 
reformers like Hie Lord Gautam Buddha, Sri Chaitanya, Guip Nahakji, 
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Kaja Bammohan Boy and Keshab Chandra Sen. Such reformers we want * 
at the present moment. It is not the work v of a legislature^ compel people 
to take them into their fold. You must first of all Create public opinion in 
favour of it. start with, you must ban the obnoxious caste system, you 
must ban the word “Hindu” from your society. So long as the word 
“Hindu” is there, it will be regarded as a Varnasram Dharma in which the 
society is divided into separate castes. The society has been divided into 
fohr main castes, the Brahmins, the Khatriyas, the Yaishyas and the 
Hudras. So unless and until you ban the entire caste system and cease to 
call yourself a Hindu, it is, I think, no use making a legislation like this. 
Lord Oautam Buddha was struck by the inhuman treatment which the 
Banatani Hindus accorded to most of the people and he preached what? 
He preached “Ahiinsa Paraina Dharma” and he preached that there was no 
caste of human beings and there was no class among human beings. He 
succeeded to such an extent that the empires of his followers extended from 
one end of India to the other and even beyond the frontiers of India to 
Tibet, China and other eastern countries and there were very few persons 
who did not accept the principles inculcated by Lord Buddha and ultimately 
the whole country became Buddhists. But ultimately it was your 
Sankaracharya who destroyed the great work of Lord Buddha and revived 
llindlitun after driving the Buddhists out of the land. How can you 
expect to achieve success in the legislature where great men like Oautam 
Buddha, Obaitanyu, Asoka and other empire-builders like him failed in 
their noble venture? Therefore I beg to oppose social reforms by a legis- 
lative measure. 

Then there is another thing to which 1 should like to draw the attention 
of Government in this connection. There are the Muslims who are also 
considered as untouchables by the Hindus. 11 you have a genuine and 
bona fide desire to achieve oneness and unity among all peoples ill India, 
you must not leave India to her fate. It should be the aim and ambition 
of India's great teachers to weld into oue nation and one people the different 
castes and sects of India imbued with a high sense of nationalism and 
patriotism, and of mutual co-operation so that there will be no majority or 
minority community, and the fear ol majority rule will vanish in the thin 
air. Thereto! t* 1 think it the Congress leaders are real, bona fide , and 
genuine Congress leaders, they will try their utmost to weld the entire 
population into one homogeneous whole. 11 you want to undertake legis- 
lative measures, then bring legislative measures not by piecemeal but tor 
the removal of social disabilities of the entire people so that there may not 
be any difference, either political or social, amongst them. That is my 
submission, Sir. I have noticed that you have been laughing at me all 
along. I may not he a good speaker; still I can claim a patient hearing 
in this House. Hen* you are only giving the untouchables the right of 
entry into temples. Will that do away with the social disabilities of the 
untouchables, I ask? So my submission to you, Mr. Speaker, and through 
you to the members of the House is that you should take into serious con- 
sideration everything that has been said by our great leaders, and if you 
are at all serious over this burning question, you should try to legislate in a 
comprehensive manner so that there may not be any difference between one 
communitjr and another, between the different classes of people, the Hindus, 
the Muslims, the Sonthals and other aboriginals. But in this case you 
are making a discrimination and making some suggestion for the poor un- 
touchables only to enable tjiem to enter into temples. I may not be very 
eloquent, Sir, but I have expressed my thought in my own poor manner and 
I suggest that you will bring in an extensive legislation for the removal 
of ail social disabilities. 

Janab Md. KHUDA BUKHSH: Sir, I must confess I was not able to 
follow the line of argument of my honourable friend who just spoke. In 
tracing th$ origin of the caste system he has forgotten that tie cast© system 
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originated witk the division of ifindus Into separate classes or separate 
castes according to their callings and professions. The Brahmins took to 
the profession of teaching and looking after the spiritual matters concerning 
the people; the Kshatriyas were the warriors, the fighting army of the 
nation; the Vaishyas used to cultivate land; and the Sudras used to look 
after the other three classes by way of service not included in the other three 
classes of service. But, Sir, this is the Hinduism that we see now and the 
Hinduism which has necessitated the bringing in of this Bill degenerated 
and it got overcrowded with accretions ana weeds that were not conducive 
to the welfare of Hinduism a® a whole. 

The Hon'ble Minister when speaking said that there are” forces that feud 
to disrupt Hinduism into separate compartments and for the sake of unity 
of Hinduism these barriers will have to be demolished, there barriers will 
have to be done away with. Sir, this Bill is niiped at doing away with these 
accretions and social evils that tended to darken— should I say— Hinduism 
and therefore. Sir, it is an attempt to restore Hinduism to its pristine 
beauty and glory and therefore, Sir, it is a laudable attempt and all such 
laudable attempts should receive the support of everybody. 

I do not know. Sir, and I do not think that this Bill by its mere palsage 
will do away with all the evils that certain sections arc labouring under. 
We shall have to mobilise public opinion to that end, we shall have to teach 
that alter all for the sake of humanity we must not have anv difference 
between man and man and any social order that seeks to preserve these 
differences is to be discouraged. Inasmuch, Sir, as this seeks to establish 
Equity between man and man, brotherhood between man and man, I feel, 
Sir, that the tenets of Islam have been accepted by the Government and 
inasmuch as that has been done, Sir, 1 as a Muslim have certainly occasion 
to feel happy over it. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I find 
dispose of this Bill today. 
: '-d0 p.m. 


there are many speakers still left and we cannot 
I therefore adjourn the House till to-morrow at 


Adjournment. 


J h<* House was accord i n tr 3 v adjourned 
Tuesday, the 21 st September. l!MS/nf the' 


at p.m. til! p.m. 

Assembly House, Calcutta. 


on 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assemblec 
under the prbvisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, at 
adapted. 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, th 
21st September, 1D48, at 3-30 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sri Iswar Das Jalan) in the Chair, 12 Hon’bl 
Ministers and 01 members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Elections in Nadia and West Dinajpur-c?m-Ma!da General Constituencies 

•19. Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDOPADHYAYA: Will the Hon’bl 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state the reason 
lor not holding elections to the West Bengal Legislative Assembly in tb 
Nadia and Maldu-nim-Weat Dinajpur districts though six months hav 
passed since declaration of delimitation of these new constituencies? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl 
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy): Sri Haripuda Chatterjee, one of the member 
representing the Nadia (Rural) General Constituency in the Legislativ 
Assembly of undivided Bengal, has already been detuned to have beei 
elected to the West Bengal Legislative Assembly from the said constituent-; 
under the provisions of Article 4 of the India (Provincial Legislatures 
Order, 1047, as amended. The election in the West Dinajpiir-c///n-Mahl; 
(Rural) General Constituency has already been held. 

I want to raise one question. I know that Sri Prainafha Nath Banerje 
told me that he hud withdrawn his question. How is it that the questmi 
again comes up in this form? I do not know'. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We have not received any information. 

The Hon’hle Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: But he told me that 
Anyhow the answers are that in the West Dinajpur-ram-Malda Constituenc; 
the election has already been held and Sri Kiran Sankar Roy has beei 
elected from there and from Nadia Mr. Haripada ( ’hatter jee is here as on 
of the members. 


UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Bani Mandir Girls* School. 

3. 8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charg 
of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

{a) whether any recurring monthly grant is made to the — 

(») Educational, 4 
(ti) Industrial, and 
(tii) Refugee 

Sections of the Bani Mandir Girls’ School and Industrial School 
(b) if so, what is the amount thereof ; 
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(<s). i( r 4 i»i$, v a fact that there are over eight hundred students in this 
instituTiftu ; and 

( d ) whether there is any proposal p^d^-**u^jhg -clep^rtment to make 
capital or recurring grants to this institution? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (*«*» 
Hon’ble 8ri Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri): t«H0 and {!>) Yes, Its. lot) 
per month from loth August, 1947. 

(a) (ii) Rupees 100 per month from 10th August, 1948 (by the Director of 
Industries). 

(«i) Education Department is not aware of any refugee section in the 
school. The application of the school authorities for financial assistance 
in connection with the education and training of refugee students already 
admitted is under consideration. 

(c) The total number of scholars on the rolls this month is (182. 

(d) The question of the increase in the recurring grant from the Education 
Department is at present under consideration. It will depend on extra funds 
being available. The application for capital giants will be considered in 
due course. 

GOVERNMENT BILL8. 

The West Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948. 

8rl NI8HAPATI MAJHI : TOffa JRfDi, 

vjij.j,* cn fcvf. 

Ttfa-5 *ftTO4 -siry.TT *4 tot ^rs -t rtes i-im vftesfy i 4 * sir? w-n 

fkro to 44 tjsR & "tpprcw ^ *tsr%n (TtPr-T & nftroi vfkmm 

TO? 54(43 C4*i *ri PrfVf «r Dtfs 44 sc* sn tot fore? ^ ^ 4pnn%sR i 

*** 4* ftow c* to to-u c^rsf? tocs tocto 4fr3 4 $ to ^p <a cn 
<tg>rTO % & fro* *ri stc*i ^ 

*44-.TTfs toPr *ppr ^rfnflir? 1 4*t?rt chd m utaTt 413 ? faft yet yzv 

Ifirs TlTOS'T, f¥s cn 4tr?R c^roan itt 4f*re TOC4 cu-i to (s c^t^f 1 to 

TOc* 4* w.iftf® ^ tpw > vy] T fan; rtwi toto ?fcn sttoto to w 
^ ’ww 'fTs?n -sf-rrs ^ um c* toto *tft*tcDr sin *► ^-ttsi-to 
^ rtns *r/tT3 ssi to toc*r nfcz crfizufy w Drtcw to* «-jto 3: w 

■31 ftf 3 *tc , 4^ r«t*R to 44: tort $*m ftrsc^ trrrm 44*?* 

w C,J ^ mHs fesrw ^mrf^irs 

csnrr? ii^t ^jrr? 4* ife * n 4*fi ^ r?t 3 w?r ^pprff^ tfwy m\i* 

tpt? 3R1 3t7Pr «J%tY -75tr^C^, pP7PTC4 4^*, «RTPrr 

^3^ nftrm. ct, 4^c^4*hf c*r* twi fm- 

c^>T3^t a ^•nvf or mzwi wzm m frrsrvj 

4% far?r ertesfy & *f\ 5trrm ttttt ^ 4? vw ^rtv 

4v s fw=r? ^tw ?ttin ’tftrc c*r-9ui i «rrw cn^«r*TT ^R-rf^» t 

WPttfccsfit, 4? ^tr^r TTt5 JT^r j trcifC¥ 

to w««pfT3i wr vtw; <?r w Snnnn, to «tct3 

f^r =TT* l TO TO? 9RT3 -^R I e tl t rTO fof« nf^ to W^T *rfrC3 

T?3C J TCTOfW4 3 Vft 4^?t ^ <rf*R? TO STO TO 4^ <tf«fTO TO D 431 CM TO CTRfH 
4rtW TOtCTR 45 WTf3f Hv* 44*, 3Dt TO^R TO V4T® ^ vfacj 

^ l 4fv 4TO4 TODC4 TOf9»/ fjfrfS 4^ TO 41 TO TO star CTO TOftC35 TO 
sta® TO 411 
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«**] C4, 4$ *tf*W VttWT* 5!WJ*TO *!!£▼ 8V5 *R ft?T ; **0> ’ffTST 

ftw ovx ww, }*85 tot v£*rftw *<io w :>*8tr ’ftc*r sfcrtcf wwi Ifcfii cww 
0*f, CUtffl xxm ffesftt, vl^ VJffffai, TPPTf^t 5^flf^, ▼TOT7 , T*Wfft *8 CTOPFfift Steffi! Wf 

■tgOUfMcnr xcki <5 cwr* ▼Tf’fTJi wft, cstvsri 3 "ffr *ptirw *ht v$v\%, ^fslto* «nw 
*Pf? at 8^ 5T¥ CTOT? ^*7 ^W*T ▼TW "pT I TO T* <R ▼tW'3 

▼"»pfT *ft*tc$ i 5 rct 3 jfaft $H? 4 $ ▼Tfirsr wv ▼firm 'grt to tfTO ▼Jew wratan 
4 *r: €wi ftpr farm 4 $ ▼tetr fcpmtfi i i*w *FtTOr fV 7*3 ? to 

Tm 1*M TO«1 7*3, to^TO 3T7T? ’flHCuH Pft *11' fftn -I’M ^ 7*3 I 4*^ frWT 
▼*[ fcvtfro* cvtog c*r*n *t* 3 1 *f 7 t*i ▼j ▼fro stronr ▼*)■ *t?r ^ottr ^fro, tp^ 
?rto 3tror* tr w*t3 4*; frs* *3 'sum <tft*m ▼ftrs 7*trt* 1 faros *7T*n 
f^r--2jfl*c«ni ▼•; ▼*$, ffanpir ▼*[ ▼*, torn ▼^prtir, *fre* «rf *to<, j dittos £rerr 
f?r* 1 jftacTO ^ ssiwi , ▼!* icy* =ffar ttos q'tom 1 ▼tw 3t* ortofa *t^t* 4wftcw 

5pT*t% 4**Pt ▼-J-fn5l, Co'FiW ▼!* 4Tto 5Pm% to I 4$ ftTO* WfC*7 ▼tW tHWI 
wtjtft* to! ▼rr-fir ▼t5*t*r wrm*irto 4*; ert to t*c3cs c* nto toi c*ttfr3* tr 
* tts*r* ▼fifVs fi^i *tr*:*4*;*t*i frog, ’tofts, to, 3tro* **i wt^ir wf? ^tetj farwi 
▼to*n T«n a ▼rw f^Pi -rtTOsi ▼Rc^'h f%Rs 4 w^t 4 5 s’Nta 

c*j k Pf?i ^i ^ci 5 tr^t** ct of^s c^^rrsrry yr* %rc^i ▼tw ^▼i q fw^ 
▼few 4 CM* wrf# nsrtw 4^: C^rlfl w^rs3 ’tR 4 ▼fe^T 
R»jm ▼** Rc-t^ 3p:»fr^ 4^ ▼"^tiji-W ^r,n r^i 

▼tfjj 4 S' Pre^ ^sPt ir s cit*f*7 9 j^ S’fftPfts ▼toR^nr, PN wii toi?w ▼nr^ tf^TT 
mi enS nif? w\m ym:* & fam ▼Prm w^irc^. w^rr ^rew <r«inf*f froff 1 
▼ 1*3 ▼M: w it nf ? 5 <:'Tf‘Hi wRrsfic*. f^P^PTiifc^ xi C5*te«? toi Phri*^ 

•ffS'-Tt* w Prci^sfc* PrcT5*n m\ ^c*i farft wtw 4S ▼*^-n wifs^^P^ cnfit* w*r^ 
4?fffc^l ▼tPl ▼•Tcm Wr*TtS:’5f>; C*, 4TO^r* Mr-rswips, S’fWffs, Ctf-ft v Jqfz *f5TTtC^; ^5171 
4ffrc*f •sicn-f nr.** ts *rx 7tm jt*; ^tc* ‘Tfc* wwR^icw 4 ▼t:*t ▼*£]▼* r^cn tSt*i ▼fw 
RwirtHs* nwfwf ▼e^trsi cn Pt^t S’lyrPrs yf rme^T 4 ^Pr Pf*r ms gtw 

▼«t ^if^-t ▼to 4*t *5 n^if*'i ^?fw ir*i 7*3 4S ft * t *f**t* ^enrPrs tSc* i wtft mm? 
nto, mcm* nRs '?Ph ^^f? writ* »i*mew wm tto m’to’nto 

▼ftwft 1 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, thin Wont Bengal Hindu Social 
Disabilities Removal Bill, which is being debated is with a limited purpose, 
v.r., to legally and formally warn those amongst the Hindus who still wish 
to practise the monstrosities and barbarities which they have been practising 
for the la>t so many sears, decades and centuries on the untouchables. But 
however limited the purpose, I feel that such a Bill was necessary and will 
be of use to us in order to open the hard and long struggle against the 
caste Hindu diehardism and accumulated prejudices for centuries. To get 
rid of all these prejudices, the filth that has gathered in Hindu society, I 
am afraid that everybody would be agreed that a Joug-drawn-out battle 
would be necessary, because the Hindus, caste Hindus, the upper sections 
of the Hindu society will resist any such move — Bill or no Bill, Act or no 
Act — on the part of any Government. Therefore, I am sure everybody 
will further agree that both persuasion and compulsion would be ni»cessary 
to compel the caste Hindus tk K* ve ll P * heir prejudices. It is obvious that, 
unless special efforts are made by Government to make up for centurie?* 
of sin, to create the material, the social and the economic conditions under 
which the unfortunate human beings who have been subjected to such 
indignities that they can catch up with the other privileged sections of 
society, unless those material conditions are created it would be impossible 
for the untouchables merely if we talk about removing their social 
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disabilities, for them to sit in the same places with the other sections of 
the society. This can be done only by special and conscious efforts on the 
part of any Government to educate and, economically help them. I mean 
that consciously one has to go to plan out for the scheduled castes to see that 
in the factories, in the cities and in the villages, their economic uplift Is 
assured, so that really, socially and economically they can catch up with 
the other sections of society who have gone ahead for the last so many 
thousands of years. This is the positive aspect of the fight against 
untouchables. ' We shall of course wait and see what the Government does 
following on this Bill which is going to become law within u few minutes. 
This Bill, we know and we are all agreed, contains progressive sentiments 
but if together with this a plan is not adopted by the Government so that wo 
are told that within a number of \ ears such and such schemes are going to be 
undertaken and accomplished whereby the scheduled castes, and the other 
untouchables are made to grow in a way, develop in a way that they can 
economically and in other respects march ahead step by step with the other 
sections of the society, it would he impossible to do anything for them and 
this Bill, this Act, would merely remain on the statute book. 

Therefore, in conclusion, 1 would say that 1 do not agree with the 
honourable member who yesterday said that compulsion was useless. 
Compulsion in such a thing is neoessan but together with that there also 
must be persuasion. Public opinion must be mobilised in support of the 
economic and social and political betterment ot the other classes who have 
been subjected to these indignities by the Hindu society, because as I have 
said, these gentlemen, or these genllcltien who call themselves educated, 
who socially consider themselves superioi to the other sections, whom they 
call untouchables really they aie, we can mA\ uncivilised people, people 
who even today are toiind calling people untouchables and because of that 
not sitting with them m the same place oi not allowing them to enter the 
temples and so on and so forth. In such a ease in soeicly compulsion is 
>ui a e)\ necessary and of course in a limited way tins Hill would fulfil that 
purpose, but as 1 have said that without economically doing something for 
these people and consciously doing something, it would not be jK>ssihle by 
meiely trying to remove social disabilities to biing them up to the level 
of the other sections ot society who have had the privileges for the last so 
many centuries in the Hindu society. 


Sri BA8ANTALAL MURARKA : wr-i-Ttn 
c * jft c*m vfowv* w. tn* 

«R7 vttft WfHC* WttfJ 5*M*1 ffoOifo I WPtTT** C*T*t KW 

mrt wt* cn wtcwi m *fom w*7 wfinnr vfcrtttR stn wmcra 

*r*f*r$i fo* vt* 4?? iK}* tv i font ft \ fr"j m* vtrs tatrv 

wfomt ww *rsn ttv, fonwt, ivfo 

*ifo?pt vftmpn itffm vmi irtn ht+m *fovtfor*m fri -sm t/is 

4* vtw jjtts frymew itn* ifrvtn i ft*i wu 4 *mi wntt* » 

n wf^few tp-fa tlwH ttw cn* ^wc*ti cji 

im wf«r*t? *tnr sn w ?iwfw tfon rv i fn- m 

framei fomm vfocs tm *i, vtrtv wt rirz *i 4?: mnn 
^e*i $ wm **:*** frv« f* irtti <trnr i 

(33 1 Sssfo cm nwt fo*rm ctvt ifrJTf mn evtt fa at) m d i c*jfr wsi 
s SutfVftft 4t emtesn* fkfSr® f 5 nr*jf ftvl? nftTc*r9 vpf rtti 

titcii imtOTi v? vforst i ’it^i mint cn w nt ntfovtaf, mtw 
wifyfffaftfcin nwt 4 t H m »rrt^ wOrwni i vn vtc& d ^ trtus *fln ^ i Srp 

m Ihs fkcwi wch imn mevt c*n gmi, 
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Wtf3 c*Pi g to 'Stetre* C![t t n«ltn ’tiro fir 

¥nr*r *fSrat$ xi ctot *%C5 *itre =n, (Tftflp'f ^nr?r TOre* 

ififfw *flnn wre, 3Tmt5 *H1T rtrz *tizv m i ■mr^— 

'■ 5TT3 *frs c^nft 
sfarei ore, 's£T *fro!c*ftr 

*wk «rtf5<fiPrf5jT - fre w rfr? cro ?f?r \steta$ ^ i srf^TOcut *trre 

*nrre$ fr'jre? tfl* i 4*shj wtara frofr ^t^tw 4TO& c*r ^nnsfir ^mr ^fittre* 
re «tfir$ c*r c*N s *tpti sfti *fin ^firra qrofit ^ri 

Mr. D. GOMES: Mr. Spea kc*r, I am glad for this opportunity to express 
my hearty and most emphatic support to the provisions of this Bill which 
the Hon ’hie the Judicial Minister has invited us to consider. 1 am not 
prepared to hazard an opinion as to whether the Government has brought 
this Bill as a measure oi expediency or us a measuie of social and political 
justice. But I am ImmiihI to preach and propagate that the idea of untouch- 
uhilitv is politically and philosophically contemptible and morally indefensible. 
As a follower of Lord Jesus Christ 1 am bound to express that human being 
is composed of tin* body and the soul, and the soul is made in the image 
of God. The soul participates in the divinity of God and the body is not 
metaphorically but reall.v a temple of God which no man can brand as 
untouchable without being guilty of committing the grossest injustice to 
human dignity and without committing an act of blasphemy. It would 
have been better not to force social reforms b\ legislation, but considering 
the practical utility I think legislation is neecssan . We must consider 
facts and face facts that the Hindu soicety is verv conservative and 
criminally at times lethargic. The burning of the Suti and infanticide had 
continued for gemmations and it needed legislation by foreigners for the 
purpose of preventing these evils. 

Sri ANANDILAL PODDAR: Do you know what Suit is? IIuv e you 
studied that, question? 

Mr. D. C0ME8: Yes, I have. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order please. 

Mr. D. GOMES: But if castigation is not enough for removal of social 
evils of the Hindu society, it is clear that legislation is absolutely necessarv 
to supplement the social efforts made by Mahatma Gandhi and otbei 
prominent leaders. 1 must sa\ , however, that mere legislation will not 
be sufficient to uplift the condition of the depressed and untouchables. 
Legislation must be supplemented by executive action so that the depressed 
people will have no reason for dissatisfaction. It pains me to see that 
leaders of depressed classes sometimes feel very much disappointed at the 
behaviour thev receive from the Caste Hindus. 1 do not know whether 
they are alvvavs justified, hut there are sometimes very good reasons why 
they feel dissatisfied. While congratulating the Hon’hle Minister for 
initiating this legislation I must request him alvvavs to "remember that 
mere legislation will not he enough: legislation must he supplemented by 
executive action and the Government should not forget the cause of the 
untouchable and the depressed people. 

^ The motion of the HotYhle Sri Niharendu Butt-Mazumdar that the 
West Bengal Hindu Social .Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948, l»e taken into 
consideration, was. then put and agreed to. 

Clause L 

Sri 0. N. MUKMER4I* Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (I) of 
clause I, in line 2, for the word “Bill” the word M Act M be substituted. 



The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : Sir, I accept 
the amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 1, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 2 . 

Sri 0. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in paragraph (a) of 
clause 2, in line 1 after the word “Jain’’ the words “Santal, Adibasi’* be 
inserted. 

The Hon'ble $ri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: 1 accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: With regard to the amendments of Sri Nishapati 
Majhi. I want to point out that they have been sent to the office in Bengali 
whereas the Bill is in English. Therefore, the office had to translate the 
Bengali wordings which are to he inserted in the Bill into English. That 
is an irregular procedure. Therefore, unless and until the original Bills 
are in the Bengali hinguagivAW, 4 >tgen(linents which are proposed to he 
inserted in the Bill cannot be in the 'Yfcngali language. If the wording of 
the Bill is in English, t lit* amendmomU he in English. 

The question that (danse 2, as amended, <To>*tund part of the Bill w r as 
then put ami agreed to. 

Clause ,3. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the word “or” be 
added to clause 3(h) (run at the end. 

I also hog to move that the following sub-clause be added after clause 
3( b ) , namely : — 

“(r» he denied any service whatsoever whether in connection with 
civic, social or leligious practices or rites, by a Hindu w'ho 
habitually renders such service in the course of his profession. M 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I accept these 
amendments. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, do stand part of the Bill w r as 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 4 . 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in clause o in line .3, 
after the word “usage” the words and brackets “(other than a custom or 
usage having the force of law )” be inserted. 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I accept the 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause as amended, do stand part of the Bill waa 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 6. 

The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. 
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Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

'■* Clause 8. 

Bri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that in sub-clause (2) of 
clause 8, in line 2, for the word “of” the word “to” be substituted. 

I also move that in clause 8(7) (a), lines 8 and 9, for the words “or 
abets the prevention thereof”, the following expression be substituted, 
namely : — 

“or denies to any Hindu any service referred to in clause (c) of that 
section or abets such prevention or such denial.” 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 8, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put agreed to. 

Clause 9. 

Sfi D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, I beg to move that for clause 9 the 
following clause be substituted, namely: — 

••Offence under “9. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of 
vcwti^tLted’ *b ^ * ’riiiiinal Procedure, 1898. a police officer may investigate an 
polit-eoniocr with! offence punishable under llii^ Act without the order of a 
out the order of n Magistrate. 

MagiKtruto. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to, 

(la use 10. 

The question that culuse 10 do stand part of the Bill, was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir. I beg to move that, in the preamble, m 
line 2 after the words “to that end” the word “to” he inserted. 

The Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The question that the Preamble, ns amended, do stand part of the Bill, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, I beg to 
move that the West Bengal Hindu Social Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948, 
as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

I hardly think that it is necessary to say much in moving this motion. 
I wish to express my .sincere feeling of gratitude to honourable members 
from all sides of the House who have extended their unstinted support to 
this measure. I do hope, Sir, it is realised that to implement this Bill and 
to make it effective we will need co-operation of the press and the public 
ao as to make the purpose of^lie Bill real in its ideal, in life and iu actual 
fact. I am aware, Sir, that there are minds which fail to adjust themselves 
to the new provisions which are being laid down here. I must also inci- 
dentally mention for the information of the members of this House that 
I received various representations from various quarters which I have 
unfortunately not been able to make available for the information of 
members, for I was under the impression that perhaps time would not 
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pirmit us to take this Bill in this Session, but, however, fortunately we 
have been able to reach up to this item in the present Session. 1, neverthe- 
less, had hoped that later on, at least for information of all interested, I 
shall make various opinions received also available to members for thpm 
reference and use hereafter. 

Lastly, Sir, I shall only say that I agree with the suggestions offered 
by honourable members opposite that although under this Bill social 
disabilities are sought to be removed, they will not confer real, material 
benefits to those who were deprived of those rights unless economically, 
educationally, and culturally they can be raised to a particular level. 
That, I think, is a problem" not for any particular caste or community but 
that is a problem of the eradication of poverty from this land. However 
much we may eradicate social disabilities, the disabilities of' poverty as 
against the privileges of wealth continue to exist and here is, Sir, a 
Herculean task which Government will have to perform. 1 have no doubt 
that under the guidance of the National Government fitting and appropriate 
measures will be adopted under which the crime of poverty will be made a 
thing of the past. We know that progress and poverty have gone in other 
countries in the modem world increasing in inverse ratio to one another. I 
iiope, Sir, taking our lessons from the experience of all other countries, in 
India we shall be able to eradicate the problems of poverty, but that is 
something in which we shall have to strive hard, but in striving hard let 
no section of the people feel humiliated under any disabilities in their social 
lives. Jt is to that end, it is with a view to put a sense of self-respect, put 
heart into them, put a feeling that they can walk about with their beads 
erect enjoying equal rights in all spheres that this Bill has been brought in 
as an interim and preliminary meusuie. I hope, Sir, that in making ull 
these purposes real we shall receive not destructive criticism from anyone 
but the sympathetic and constructive support from all sections of the 
Ho u> e, so that in unison we may make real progress and build a really 
strong and better Bengal as we are out to build a new nation. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

8ri PRAMATHA NATH BANDYOPADHYAYA : Hfem mm, wtfi 4* 

fanlS wft i fa? & ft 3 ! to? w*rs to 4*?i wwto ptc? hi c*i 

«? ft*r *tn srt? client social disabilities hi ?? wic? ui 4tw?ft? ?? vnr 

?tt?i ft»iwn wfa? ft*m-ftHtv fan qti *ftm ?trs fwi-fro tT&to ** $t? 
vprri *c? toton i fas ?cHf*5t? *tft?to hi ? 3?r? wtwt c? ft<r?].fa?rv 

<???3T5K? tfSftTS V9?1 SffiHS ft? IS! Vaft I & ?f?tfW ?ft ?1?1 3?* «tf?!tv? 

WtC?T? tfn J *?T3 HI 'Hfft lt?1 ig* ? *?1 Hfr* fl|, sfrj VfHtCW? ?«C*f ?CH 

?Nl Sftl I wtft 4 * ▼tw fa$ faf *ft & 1 St difficulties 3! ^fft Wtft 4?*, Ctt- 

wm* wrfa c? At fan *rri fa$ vr? hi i scheduled caste ntr* «mro 

??ft c?fci 4wfci caste ??, 3t? to? caste wtes i 


Sri NISHAPATI MAJHI : ?<&*£*? to?s 
At wht wtto to? ?i wrrs ■$!? ck? ?? *? i 


At *j*pi rrzm wtfa Am 


Sri PRAMATHA NATH BANDYOPADHYAYA ; Scheduled caste w* tow ffl ten 

scheduled casters vtht ?? wwn to c? to wsrfasrc r? ?t csw *wz went 
W5fft4fi ^? 3F??t? SRT scheduled caste 4? ?r?7 If ft toC¥H ?ft i, f*TTO TOm C^Wt? 

'S’jtth ent to w*ft«n wcwfri wn vt 3 nrrj i wmc?? m?tto At to ^ to 
c*r?ft c? scheduled caste vc? 4tvn wt?n onfi <$f?t wroro 4? to wtc*t ?t*m wcih m i 
fit TOW Ifpft ?*n v? to?^ 4? to wttw c*4) nfortH at* wtrw? i Scheduled 

castes? wht c? wtw wfrt ^V?? wti t fa? vrtTTft tre? m ?ft 4f?t torm 
scheduled caste ?ctr, 'thn ft^pw? new far? 4?nrtr® w?T5 hi •tor i 
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W!% TO ftftra Wi *t *tttt sfsrt str* 99m* scheduled caste TOt*n «rrf%9itt 

<TO 9tt9 49; fr* wTf%^r %5» scheduled caste 49 <tf9T7 TOs C9-ft St? 9TC9 1 TO scheduled 
tribe to 1 4 TO wf*5 ?T5^ 9tt?9 TOfat’ft 9«n *9 TOi fV*r 9TO TO97T3 *fTO to ?tc9 
<49rf^ 5 TTOF7 f^TOJ 9tt9 l Scheduled castet* TO 9tfst9 TOl 9t? TOl TOt«T 4$ scheduled 
eastern TO TOWT 4C* TO1 TO TOtT* 49; fTO TOF CTO 4*TO TOttl TO 
9tt9* l TO? oft ^ 5^ to ^tf9 *15*19 9*ft C9 TO* TOT^ cTO TO to^; TO, scheduled 
caste *TOl TO ftt9 9t*i “Backward in Education’ * 4^5tt9 TOl CTO l 4$ott9 *Hl TOT 
scheduled caste 9* c? tf9»$ TO 3t*i 9<TO TPFM TOt9 1 TO* scheduled TO 91 c*tTO ?5i 
^ f*T5 TO 4**, ^hnn 4 TO TO TO scheduled castec* ^TTOl 9t9r$ TO *1 ; to C9 «rt^=T 
VUS% cTO <5tTO 5TF5 | 

Sri BANKU BEHARI MANDAL : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 4$ faTO TOt9 TO TOOT? 
fTOfcttt* TO* TOftr? 9*T?ft TOftsi W9*r to?:»9 tot*t 9TO-3 c* to ?c*tcto ftr* 4 t* 
TO* to:TO oi 995 999TT* 99 t?t* 751 ^tf* ?t* TO? *i i to tft?i to-f c? <?t$T*? ?t?i 

TOI^rr^r TO *1 UffTOl* *aftf5r ?fa C9 4t99*p? 9t$t? C991C* 4ft **’1 ^rgft*! C’TQfsT 
TO TO?1 99** *1 TO* *5t'TO TO^9 ?*ft»9 TO?1 *f?l *tfa9t99 9t$t? TO$* TOl 

?f??f? W TO91? tTO C9 9tC$ 4? ^^TOl 9? *9 3t?1 C9* TO C5&1 TO* I ^"TTSI fa 9T9 
TOC^I 4 ¥W* scheduled C* 4fff* ?ftfli h t C$Tt9* *1 ; 4TO?1 ^TO, f*$tTO Clftt?*, <59 4TO* 

w^lTTOt* c$rt9* *1, *r* *9 1 4* <9 9tto 4 $ 9tto TO 1 *t?t$*i TOi TO 

4 to *1 CTO* ^t’TO STO? 9TOt ^tt* ^99!9 TOT* TOF scheduled «itf|; 

C9t*t1, *ff*f3 ^f9T9 TO TO* *1 TO 9ft «flft TO 9*3 fl* TO TO C9M1, *flf*t\5 ^TTO TO 
^9C9 4? 3 9Tt5t9 *^91:^ I 9fTC^ ^**r* I TO TO* 5* TO?:* *1 C9R ? 

^(ft 99*9T* SCi, ?’C*, *TMT9 5^* TOt* I 4^V*T **f^t** 9X9If I <3 ^*Tt*T 

^9^9 -ft C99* 'JfTO*^ C991 9T9 4 995 «T9 ^*T* W*7 TOrvT* 9*^1* I 4^ C9 99T ^fTOt*- 
^5TTtt9 r ^l «f* TO-3 9C9 I OT f^ f*5 9C*9 f9* *1 ^’C^T TOW 9!9f9 99 TO !T9 *1, fTO 
*1 9*C93 TOt* 99 *|| 4?TO 9t‘T-Tt9 9«t 99119 4^ C9 4t*t$* 4l?l 9tr5 9TOT9 

9?n:9Tp'fl51 9t*l -Ft Ifft 99 Ut9 TO 9TO C5gl ; 9*f?TO* 4^*7 4t*9H TO9t9 9TOl 
«CPrn:*R C49t*t$l C99t* I ^1991 c** ^^97 9C9 TO* ? ^tf9 TO? “scheduled” 9fC* *15 TO3 I 
TO9I C^* *ft6 Vlf$ VW 9(^9 ? ^!9tC»* 9C9 99t* 9RT TOTOl ftf9979Tl 9^9 1 

«t’9T9 Si TOC** C9f* HWtft *9 *1 I 4* TOt9 4??9T I 

r l lit* motion of the Hon' hit 1 »Sri Niluireinlu Dutt-Muzumdar llu^lt the 
West Bengal vSocial Disabilities Removal Bill, 1948, ^us settled in the 
Assembly, be passed was then put and agreed to. 

The West Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948. 

The Hon'ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the West Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948, 

(The Sectetan then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 beg to move that the 
West Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948. he taken into consideration. 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am afraid the W r est 
Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948, contemplating, as it does, to ban, 
to eliminate the ruw jute futures market, fails to take note of the realities 
of the situation and defeats the very purpose for which it is meant. I do 
not know the reason which ha^ prompted the Hon’ble Minister to introduce 
this Bill at this stage, especially after the partition of Bengal, when three- 
fourths of the jute is in the Pakistan Dominion. Iu the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has observed that after the 
partition there is no necessity for continuing this raw jute futures market 
in the Indian Union for the purpose of “hedging”. He goes on further and 
states that “there has been a good deal of speculative dealings in the 
raw jute futurea markets and this is considered to be one of the reasons 
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leading to the sharp upward trend of raw jute prices”. Government, 
therefore, consider it desirable that this should be banned because they think 
that raw jute future market is definitely harmful for the trade aud the 
industry as a whole. Sir, I am afraid tlie proposition of the Government 
of Bengal, specially the Finance Minister’s contention is not borne out by 
facts because, in spite of the partition of Bengal, the fuels that I will quote 
just now will conclusively prove that the situation is quit*' the other way 
about. Even after the Calcutta futures market has been closed there has 
been an upward trend from £105 per ton recorded on 20th August, 1948, to 
109, thus recording an increase of £4, and that in spite of the Ordinance 
that has been promulgated. Secondly, Sir, the figure for futures which is 
288 and for ready 200 has also, has been reported by the '‘Statesman” sm 
the 17th of August, gone up to 207, thus recording an increase from 7 to 
10. This conclusively proves, Sir, that, in spite of this Ordinance, in spite 
of the intention of the Government to scale down, to force down the price*, 
the prices have shown an upward tendencs and trend. The contention of 
the Government is not therefore borne out In facts. 1 will quote certain 
figures to show that the futures markets have exercised a steady and 
stabilising influence and kept down prices rather than forcing them up. 


loth July, 1947 
19th April, 1947 
15th April, 1948 
15th May, 1948 
15th dune, 1948 
15th July, 1948 
15th August, 1948 


Ready 145 
Ready ISO 
Heady 178 
Ready 194 
Ready 185 
Ready 195 
Ready 195 


Futures 159 
Futures R12 
Futures 199 
Futures 188 
Futures 177 
Futures ISO 
Futures 188 


Iherefori; the contention of the IJon’lde the Finance Minister that this 
Bill which i> intended to lower down the prices, to force down the prices, is 
not proved In tarts. In spite of the Ordinance, the prices, Sir, have shown 
a tendrmn to go up. Then again the Finance Minister savs there is no 
necessity for hedging. But, Sir, if then* is no futures market in between the 
consumers and the growers, the rich man, the middle man. the baler, the 
shipper and the mills will exploit the entire situation to their advantage. 
1 bale secret inhumation I do not know whethei it js collect, but dame 
rumour has it— that a particular class of businessmen had some previous 
information, some soit of acquaintance with certain quarters and had some 
knowledge before the promulgation of the Ordinance with the result that 
just at a particular moment, before the closing rate was determined, they 
exploited the entire situation to their own advantage with I In* result that 
it had a disastrous effect upon the entire situation, upon the less fortunate 
people in the trade. So hedging is necessary between the growers and the 
consumers, the two classes of people who are interested in this trade. Sir, 
the growers are to be assured of a just and fan price, the growers are to 
be ensured against exploitation of the market by interested parties, the 
growers are to be assured of a square and fair deal in the transactions, the 
growers are to^ lie assured in the interest of their not being exploited by 
interested parties, the growers are to be assured of all that. But if the 
futures market intervene 


Mr. 8PEAKER: As it is time for prayer now, T shall adjourn the House 
and you can speak after the prayer adjournment. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes). 

J 

(After adjournment.) 

Jaitab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker, as I was submitting, I 
wanted to know from the^ Hon’ble Minister what will be exactly the 
position of the growers and the consumers under this Bill, and in whose 
interest the Bill has been conceived. I want a straight and 
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answer from the Hon’ble the Finance Minister. If it is in the interest 
of the growers, it should be the look-out of the Government to see that the 
growers always get a square and fair deal, that the prices are not forced up 
by any measure that is brought before this House. But if it is in the 
interest of a particular industry or trade Government should come forward 
with a categorical reply as to whether the growers are sought to be 
crushed, are sought to be paralysed in the interest of a particular brand 
of industry that exists in this land. I am not an expert in this line myself, 
I stand subject to correction ; 1 can however assure this House that if any 
of the remarks that I make go against the vital interests of the growers, 
I shall he the first man to withdraw those remarks. Whatever the conten- 
tion of the Government, the fact remains that the futures markets have 
hitherto exorcised a stabilising and steady influence. But for the raw 
jute futures markets, people with the greatest influence in high quarters 
would pull the wires from behind and manipulate the situation to their 
advantage and the growers and the intermediary interests would not get a 
square deal. As a matter of fact the futures markets have always provided 
for the delivery of raw jute in Calcutta several months before the jute grown 
in the districts is brought here. That is known as forward sale and by it 
also at the same time the growers an* assured of a fair deal. There must 
be some such machinery, some such method, some such organisation which 
can ensure this square deal and reconcile the conflicting interests, harmonise 
the divergent, interests of the growers and the consumers. I do not 
understand what this Bill aims at : 1 do not understand whether it aims at 
improving the lot of a class of businessmen or at giving a particular 
industry or a section of' businessmen an advantage over others, or it aims 
at improving the lot of the glowers. Suppose the futures markets do not 
exist; take it for granted that under this Bill the futures markets cease 
to exist, what would lie the position? Inevitably at the time of the delivery 
the buyer will refuse to pay or take delivery of the goods. The Inner will 
refuse to pay and take delivery of the goods and the seller also will similarly 
refust* to give delivery of the goods and will refuse to take the current 
market rate which is much below the contract rate. That is the position 
to which we would be reduced and that will create a very uncertain and 
unsteady condition so far as the market is concerned. If it has been 
conceived in the interest of a particular industry or trade or a class of 
businessmen, Government should come forward with a definite and categori- 
cal statement to that effect so that the growers may be on definite ground, 
on terra jirma and may understand the real position they occupy in the 
business economy. But they are somehow* or other non-plumed because 
they aie quite in the dark regarding the real position. The real position 
is rather nebulous and not quite clear. It has not vet crystallised. Then 
again the shippers, the balers and the mill men too are to be ensured against 
fluctuations of price. Who is going to guarantee that there would be no 
fluctuations of price? Who is going to guarantee that the prices will be 
w*ell-reguluted ? There is no organisation, there is no machinery for that, 
and, but for these futures markets there might be other evil features in the 
trade. True there are gamblers who may create a temporary upheaval in 
the entire machinery; but their bullishness is not always maintainable, for 
the futures markets always tend to keep the prices towards a lower level. 
It is by the futures markets alone that the market is made bearish by heavy 
sales. Then again. Sir, the Finance Minister observes in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons that because of the speculative dealings in the market, 
they have been compelled to introduce this Bill. In other words, he means 
to say that the number of transactions is much in excess of the actual 
deliveries made. True, gamblers are bad people in all spheres of life, 
but that is no reason why the good features in a particular organisation 
•hould not be taken notice of. Then again by my amendment I want to 
show that the closing rate is rather dangerous. It is not the same as the 
market rate. The rate prevailing at a particular moment should be taken 
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Into consideration just before the promulgation of an order for prohibition 
Or withdrawal of an order of prohibition and the closing rate may benefit 
a class of businessmen with a previous knowledge of an order of prohibition 
or of withdrawal thereof but that is likely to affect very badly many 
interests that are involved in these transactions. I will not pry into the 
secrets of the administration. I am not fishing in troubled waters, but I 
will try to point out somehow, somewhere there is something “fishy, some- 
thing suspicious, something sinister about the whole thing. As I have 
already said, Sir, dame rumour had it that long before the notification 
about the Ordinance on the 24th August, which came into force on the 26th 
August, some businessmen who had knowledge of it about a month ago, 
manipulated the situation to their advantage. I do not know how far 1 
am correct. As 1 have said, I do not possess sufficient knowledge of the 
inner workings of the administration. 1 wish the rumours were discredited, 
1 wish they were not true, 1 wish they were unfounded, but somehow or 
other the suspicion remains, somehow or other the suspicion persists. Why 
do not the Government of Bengal come forward with an explanation of the 
rcul position? In the past also, as the Ilon’hle Finance Minister knows, 
during the days of Sir John Herbert and onwards, during the days of J>ir 
John Anderson— during his own regime when Mr. Fazlul Huq was the 
t hief Minister of the province — we had many rumours like this. Not that 
we have always credited them, not that we have always believed them to 
be true, but in the interest of the cffieiemy of the administration, in the 
interests of the prestige and honour of the administration, in the interest 
of the future relationship that subsists between the growers and the 
consumers, in the interest of the proper adjustment of the relationship that 
should subsist between the two countries, in the interest of the smooth 
working of the business world, in the interest of proper adjustment of supply 
and demand, in the intciest of the future economics of the land, in the 
interest of the future growth of a particular industry and in the interest 
of the growers and industries themselves, it is necessary that the Hon’bJo 
Finance Minister, whose business acumen, whose knowledge of these 
affairs is very sound, very correct and very thorough, should come forward 
with u categorical reply as to whether by this Bill the Government: of 
Bengal want to benefit a paitienlar interest or tries to adjust the different 
interests that exist in tin* land. 

Sir. I do not like to detain the House any longer.. 1 would only like to 
submit, Sir, that the futures markets regulate trade and an organisation 
that regulates trade, an organisation that stabilises trade, an organisation 
that adjusts the relationship between the consumers and the growers should 
not be done away with without proper thought and without serious consi- 
deration. Nor do 1 feel inclined to support the view that there was urn 
necessity for this hasty piece of Ordinance. What was the necessity V 
Was the situation very grave, was the situation very serious, was the 
situation fraught with very great disaster that it. called for this Ordinance? 
Was there a Communist menace that was threatening the existence of the 
State? Was there a dangerous revolution in the country for which the 
Government of Bengal were called upon to introduce this Ordinance over- 
night? I want an answer on that point also. J want an answer on this 
tjuestion also as to whether there was any necessity for fixing the closing 
rate rather than the spot rate. The spot rate, that is the market rate, 
that obtains in the market should have satisfied all classes of persons and 
there would have been no room for suspicion, no room for misunderstanding 
and no room for doubt. Let me take a concrete example. Here is 
Narayanganj, there is London and in between there is Calcutta. The price 
at Narayanganj is Rs. 40 or 41, at London it is Rs. 42 and the Calcutta 
balers try to force the price down to Rs. 00. That will have a corresponding 
effect on the price at Narayanganj which will come down to Rs. 30, Mean- 
while the mills at London will try to force down the price, bringing it down 
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to Its. 35. So, the mills in Calcutta, Go per cent, of which are run by 
Europeans, make a profit of Its. 5 between London and Calcutta. But if 
there is no intermediary market like that, there will be direct transaction 
between Narayanganj and London. Pakistan has already made a transac- 
tion, exporting about 4 lakhs 50 thousand to twenty foreign countries in 
the world. Pakistan will establish exchanges, Pakistan will establish 
futures markets, Pakistan will give enough facilities for hedging. Pakistan 
will give all these facilities. It would be up to the Government to see 
whether it would he to its interest to introduce this Bill. It will ultimately 
go against the interest of the Government itself. 1 am not one of those 
who believe that simply by introducing a Bill just at this stage, you can 
hoodwink the public. Let the public be satisfied, let the House he 
satisfied, let the honourable members of the House be satisfied that the 
Bill is conceived in the best interest of the people, in the best interest of 
the jute-growers and I will have nothing to say — no complaint, no grievance 
against this Government. But we find that the contention of the Govern- 
ment is not borne out by facts. The contention of the Government is to 
force down the prices, but the prices are rather going up. If it was in the* 
interest of the jute-growers, it would have forced up the prices and if it 
was in the interest of the consumers, it would have forced down the price*. 
But 1 am at a fix to determine in what particular trade’s interest, what 
particular class’s interest, the Bill has been conceived and brought before 
this House. So, 1 want a categorical reply from the Hon’ble Finance 
Minister as to whether it is not possible for the Government to fix a 
minimum price at ibis stage as the Government of India have already done 
in fixing the minimum price of cotton. Cotton also comes from West Punjab 
Why have not the Government done it for the last 10 or 11 years Y I have 
seen to my discomfiture, to my chagrin, that no Government — neither the 
Muslim League Government nor the Congress Government - have fixed the 
minimum price so far. In spite of definite demands that have been made 
so far and formulated from time to time b\ all sides, the Government have 
not fixed the minimum price. As a matter of fact, I was one of the spon- 
sors of a motion in this very House when the Muslim League was occupy- 
ing the Treasuiy Benches. We wanted to fix the minimum price hut the then 
Government would not, they would much rather fix the maximum price. 
So, I want to know categorically and definitely whether they would not, 
like the Government of India fix the minimum price of jute. Thev could 
not also lay down definite principles, definite provisions, for reconciling the 
interests of the consumers and jute-growers in such a way that it might 
be satisfactory to all the interests concerned. 

With these few words 1 want to oppose the motion. 

Sri BA8ANTLAL MURARKA, Mnnoniyo Speaker Mahodni ! Yah Bill 
io isthapit kiyn giya lmi, iske sain band men maria sirkar ka dhiyati kuch 
oaten ki oar akrisht-kurua ehahta bun. Maien iska birodh naheen kurta, 
sirkar jo adhikar chahti hai wah to leley, paranti is adhikar ko periog kurney 
men hohut baton bit bar kurney ki zarurat hai. Juli aur jute sey bani huie 
ehizon ko beopar ko lioy future market ki ahashakta baraber anubhab ki 
gaie hai jab beopnri millon ko supply kurney ka saoda kurta hai to taiyari 
mal kharid lota hai aur doosrey market men bech deta hai, takey tezi 
mandi ka asar uske ooper nabeen ho. Agar future market naheen rahta hai 
to taiyari rani ka kam kurne wnla bari risk men rahta hai, aur vah mal 
naheen, kharid sakta hai. Isliey sansar ke subhi barey barey deson men 
hedging kurney ke lioy furtime market rahta hai. Amrica men to iska 
sabsev bar a market hai, jis ka bhuktan pertidin hua kerta hai. Hamarev 
manoniyo arthsaehib mahodai no bhi future market ka samarthan kiya tha. 
Angreton ke raj men future market ke bund kerne ki chishta ki gaie thi, 
poruntu hharat sirkar ne iski ahashakta saroujh ker ismen bustak sbep 
naheen kieya. Jis dcs men phatka hota bai wah burbad bojata hai, 
pbatka samaj men T. B. ki bim&ri hai. Phatka ko saroor mitana hi boga 
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mur future market men honewaley phatkey ko control kerna chahiey aur 
iakey liey maien sirkar ka purshangsha kirta hoon. Leken phatkey ke nam 

E er jute ka bazar bund ker dieya kintu jute ke baney huwey chizon ka 
azar khula rakha, iakey pahley na to market ke adhikarion sey baten ki 
aur na sarvsadharan beopareon ki snmbmati li. Sirkar ke ek bukum sey 
haxaron devaliya hojatey bain. Sirkar ko samujli l>oojh ker ek nishchit 
niti ke adhar per kum kerna ebabiey. Sirkar ne abbi tak vab nichehui 
nabeen bataya ke iski achaie kiya bai. Sirkar jedi chabta bai ke future 
market bund kerdiya iaey aur doosrey phatkey ebaltey rnhen to yah sirkar 
ki niti ki dosh bai. Sirkar agar ehahti liai ke future market bund ker 
diya jai to sirkar ki yah niti sey des ke beopar ke liey glrntuk bai. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: 

V- ** ^ £-j y ^ 

* 


Sri BA8ANTLAL MURARKA; Bombay Sirkar ne ruie ke future market 
ko bund nabeen kiya. Sirkar ne pbatka rokney ke liey iskn control kerdiya. 
Isliey hamarey Bengal Sirkar ko elmbiey ke jute ke future market ko bund 
nabeen kerkey pbatka bazi ko eoutrol kerde. Yah theek bai ko adhikungsh 
Jute Pakistan sey at a bai aur jute ka bhao Pakistan ke ooper hi nirbbar 
kerta liai lsliev iska asar lmmarey ooper bbi perta bai. Pakistan sey mill- 
TvaJur ko bln barabar jute kharidnu parta bai aur iska asar Jle.sseen per 
hlu pcrta liai. Pakistan j<i dam chaliev isper liadli lmkcr Iminkolena perla 
hai Isl.ey zaroorat bat ke jute ke hliaim ka control kerdiya jai aur 
phut key ka bln eontrnl ker diya jai aur des ke jute ka ttpuelt harliava jai 
Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : 


* “ V 4- 1 A A (jV K'j 

Tho Hon’ble 8ri NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: Mr. Speaker Sir I 
notice some confusion in the argument made by Janab Itud’rudduja 
Before the recess he stressed that in spite ot the fatka market being closed 
the price is rising; alter the recess he asked me in whose interest I Jiavo 
done it. It the price is using, it "ill lie to the interest of the growers. But 
I have not done it only in the interest ot the growers. I say that our noliev 
is let economic forces work and these gambling elements lowering and 
rating the prices should be eliminated”. I did not expert that opposi ion 
should be made to closing the fatka market the premises of which can best 
be described at least some of them— as gambing dens. The Police thrice 
or four times a year search those premises. Our policy is to eliminate these 
gambling dens from the market ami then to establish u real fut “ market 
by sepan,* 6 , aw f„ r whi , h ] )r . ? odd engaged by the previ^ SiS 
made a report, and we are examining that report. 

There are also other difficulties. The major nortion nf tlu* mm , • i 

belongs to Pakistan. We eh.ll have to arra^X policy in a ™ e ^!u 
way, because if we jump only for the growers, they may get 1U ifUr l i 
per maund. We .cannot do so, bemuse though Indirec ly tb Uttan 
cultivators will gain, our mills which are responsible for erfrdovmeni of ^ 

nr o:7r P ‘ e Wil k 8U . ffer vr It .” “?* «“* !» formulate the /mi/c^tt now 

for the futures market. Members have raised suspicion in onr rm'n,l i 
because, of the closure of the fatka market the 3e groweT and evert 
body will suffer. I do not think anybody will suffer We om rtT .i * i • v 
from the market some gambling, elements out of the picture Gambling 

SS5S.T JLT l .v 'ST’.. l“i .1«9 - 


uncertainty of deliver^ jute frmn Lr^ngal" We t .<»'« 

Suggestion 1 ' 'bee auee^he' h* LlT T Janab '« 

ggesuon, oecauae he has not understood the position about future*. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Nalini Ranjan Sarkar that the West 
Bengal Raw Jute Futures Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 3. 

danab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3 (2)(a), 
line ti, for the words “last closing rate” the words “spot rate” be 
substituted. 

I also move that in clause 3(2}, Explanation (a), lines 1 to 4, for the 
words beginning with “last closing rate” and ending with “date of publica- 
tion” the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“ ‘spot rate’ means tho market rate of the first working day for the 
ready jute of the quality concerned and notified by the Board 
of a Notified Market immediately after the publication”. 

Sir, in the course of my remarks about the Bill I have already indicated 
my apprehension about this dosing rate and therefore I want to substitute 
it by “spot rate”. 1 do not think there would bt* any reasonable objec- 
tion either from the Government or from any reasonable quarter to spot 
rule being substituted for closing rate. Closing rate, Sir, as businessmen 
will bear me out, is fixed so quickly before the promulgation of an Ordinance 
or before the promulgation of an order that there is just a chance, there is 
just a suspicion, there is just an apprehension of the market being mani- 
pulated by interested parties. Interested parties might somehow or other 
manoeuvre in such a way that they might take advantage of it at the cost ot 
others. As 1 hinted Indore there was some sort of a rumour in the market 
that some businessmen hud knowledge — knowledge from which source I do 
not know; whatever might be the source they had knowledge and that 
knowledge helped a particular class of businessmen in manipulating the 
market to their advantage. The spot rate which I have proposed eliminates 
that danger, eliminates that possibility once for all. Spot rate is the rate 
that obtains in the market. Therefore there is no room for suspicion, there 
is no room for any danger. With this end in view, Sir, I wanted to 
substitute “spot rate” for “last closing rate”. I do not think the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister or the Government of Bengal for the matter of that 
would huve any objection to accepting this simple innocent amendment 
which has no sinister implication. 

The Hon'ble Sri NALINI RANJAN SARKER: I am sorry I cannot 
accept the amendment. Mr. Badrudduja may be briefed to argue 
that it is an innocent amendment but in fact, Sir. it is not an innocent 
amendment; it means higher rate for the spot in cash and delivery and here 
with regard to the futures mark?! rate it is the Director who settles the rate 
at the closing of the market. Futures markets must be governed by the 
futures market rate. I am not prepared to accept this amendment. 

The amendment of Janah Syed Badrudduja that in clause ( 3)(2)(a ) 
line 6, for the worth “last closing rate” the words “spot rate” he substituted 
was then put and lost. 
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The amendment of Janab Syed Badrudduja that in clause 
Explanation (a), lines 1 to 4, for the words beginning with ‘‘last closing 
rate” and ending with “date of publication” the following words be 
substituted, namely: — 

“ ‘Spot rate’ means the market rate of the first working day for the 
ready jute of the quality concerned and notified by the Board of 
notified market immediately after the publication.” 


was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 


The question 
and agreed to. 


that the preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
Clause 5. 


The question 
agreed to. 


that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Clause 6. 


The question 
agreed to. 


that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Preamble. 


The question that the preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The H 0 ff*bte 8ri N ALIN I RANJAN BARKER: 1 beg to move that the 
West Bengal Raw' Jute Futures Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly be 
passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The West Bengal District 8chool Board (Amendment) Bill, IMS. 


The Hoit’ble 8ri RAI HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI 

to introduce the West Bengal District School Board 
1948. 


Sir, I beg 
(Amendment) Bill, 


(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri RAI HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I 
further beg to move that the West Bengal District School Board (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

Sir, just after the partition the remaining part of the district of Nadia 
was named as Nabadwip by an executive order, dated the 17th August, 1947. 
Thereafter the West Bengal District School Board (Amendment) Act w'us 
passed in respect of the four severed districts. That was towards the end of 
the year 1947. Then again in February, 1948, Nabadwip was renamed as 
Nadia and therefore consequential amendments have to he introduced in the 
West Bengal District School Board (Amendment) Act. The Bill siraplv 
proposes that wherever “Nabadwip” is mentioned in the Act, “Nabadwip*’ 
shall be substituted by “Nadia”. 

The motion of the Honble Sri Rai ITarendra Nath Chaudhuri that the 
West Bengal District School Board (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be taken into 
consideration, was then put and agreed to. 


Clause 1. 

The question that clause'l do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 


The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble . 


The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri RAI HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg 
to more that the West Bengal District School Board (Amendment) Bill, 
1348, as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


The West Bengal Black Marketing Bill, 1947, as passed by the West 
Bengal Legislative Assembly— consideration of the recommendations 
contained in Governor’s message. 

The Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move 
that the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor contained in his 
message under section 76 read with section 75 of the Government of India 
Act, 1335, be considered in detail. 

8rj JYOTI BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, when this Bill was being piloted 
in this House l)r. Ghosh was then the Chief Minister ot West Bengal and 1 
remember at that time there were demonstrations day after day outside the 
Assembly and at that time inside the Assembly we were told by Dr. Ghosh 
that, t hut demonstration was being organised by blackmarketers and 
profiteers, because they did not wish the passage ot this Bill in the Assembly, 
although to us and to the people of Bengal it was common knowledge that 
ordinary students wanted to demonstrate their anger and opposition to the 
Security Bill or the Black Bill as it was called and that was why they were 
organising demonstrations outside the House. However that may be, there- 
after for some mysterious reasons after the passage of this Bill into an Act 
in this House it was spirited away to Delhi and it lay in cold storage for 
many months thereafter. In this matter it seemed that the Government 
was not in a hurry, for according to this Congress Government the black- 
marketers arid profiteers did not endanger the safety and stability of the 
province. For, according to them it is only the people, some trouble- 
makers, Communists and so on, who are endangering the safety and stability 
of the province. We remember that when the Police Commissioner of this 
Government was questioned by representatives of the Press as to why when 
there was so^much open blackmarketing in cloth they were not being appre- 
hended iinv why people in high places were not being imprisoned, the 
Police Commissioner told them that there was unfortunately no law by 
which these blackmarketers and profiteers could be apprehended and there- 
fore he rvas helpless in the matter. And when somebody tried to ask him 
as to why these people should not be imprisoned under the West Bengal 
Security Act, the Police Commissioner said that the Security Act was not 
meant tor blackmarketers and profiteers because it seemed it was not they 
who were, as l said, endangering the peace of the province, because accord- 
ing to him and the Government which he served it seemed that cloth and food 
thieves are not the people who are spreading lawlessness and chaos in this 



GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


49 


1948. j 


province but on the other hand it is the people who, because of lack of food 
and cloth, are organising- demonstrations or sending deputations to the 
Writers’ Buildings, it is these people who are endangering the State; and 
that is why these people must be crushed, they must be stopped, be it by 
promulgation of section 144 or by detaining them under the West Bengal 
Security Act without trial, because it seemed that the precious state of the 
blackmurketers and profiteer* must be preserved from hungry und ill- 
clothed people. 

Of course now, Sir, at long last the Black Marketing Bill lias come up 
before us from Delhi. The Government experts— the legal experts for 
whose opinion it was sent to Delhi have taken a pretty long time to consider 
the matter contained herein in this particular Bill, because, us I said, even 
in Delhi the Central Government was in no hurry to crush the black 
marketers and profiteers. But when it is a question of crushing the civil 
liberty of the people, the people look aghast and see that there is a difference 
in how the Government acts in such a case when they see a spectre haunting 
them all round. That is why when this Bill is being debated the members 
on the Government benches and the Government also will perhaps tell me 
that as usual 1 suspect the bonafides of the Government. 1 do that because 
this is the administration which spirited uway this Bill for so many months, 
and the Central administration in Delhi took no pains to sec that this Bill 
was immediately brought into force so that under it the black marketer* 
and profiteers were brought to book. It is now the same administration 
which is going to enact this West Bengal Black Marketing liill and to put 
it on the Statute Book. Naturally I suspect the bonafides of the Govern- 
ment. T know what the unsuer of the Go\ eminent is going to he. But 
the people will accept no answer from them. When the people are going 
without cloth and when they have seen that during the last four or fivo 
months profits of one hundred crores of rupees have been made by the black 
market*'?* and profiteer* who are in the cloth business, the people will 
accept no answer from such an administration and Mich a Government. 
That is why I doubt whether, even after it is put on the Statute Book this 
administration, the Police Commissioner and the whole administrative 
officials who are there and who still continue in office will see to if that black 
marketers and profiteers are punished, for after all these profiteers ~ - these 
big businessmen are friends of this Ministry, this Government. Naturally 
we shall see that not many of these rich rnulti-milionaires will la* hauled up 
on charges of black marketing and put into prison; on the eonfrarv we shall 
find that the very people who stand up against this suffering whieti they are 
made to undergo by these people, will be told that they are endangering 
the safety and stability of the province and therefore stringent laws should 
be put on the Statute Book, and West Bengal and India are to be ruled by 
lawless laws. 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : vcvfnr, vtftrfl v m tr q 4$ 

tfiPr ’Pof? wire fcckft i 4$ at tpr? m rm?, mi * wrfr , 

?t? c? 4$ for *mc¥ mtrv? tpcrfr? bonafides *?t* wfVjfr vctcir, 

4 wfcjPr cm m4 black marketeer fwi 

m 4t*n?? 4?; 4 cstimm i r r m n w??t? w^rr* 4* far mi 
Tnrfipf <4?; *w wn mftsri 

vptfto wv Wf? cm s? mm cw Govt, of India Act4i sos «T?t? ftmwrs 
m* cm wftre? +f ft ? c" r i cm Bilk? 

Hft? wt c** fw? sc «rm wyrre? reserve w?r® r? 4 ?; <7rki c*vs 

^f? cmrcfcm ftcnm mn ftitus nr 1 unw? mr wmt c? m e v* c? ftrftra 4to 
Spirited away ?nr Sfnrffw c?fcj jtjt mt, 4fcrcw wft? wjtfcrt mftwr ft* 

♦to Bill ftjftcs cmr?cw« **f 3 mre? v*i *Tfrr? rnrfrr ^c? crfl emi 
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icm — <ti fr 4 R *s<c4t**4 mti 44 , fa;H c«fc¥ c*txs *ttx44 i 4*4 n R4YR tfYRfti 

¥t4i lore* xn facwi ¥4X4 4*i f¥f 4Rt*i ufar i ¥R4 4* fa 5 * c¥X*r 4Nx¥ ¥fafc xra i 
<tj Provision Bill c4c¥ 4R fan 44 1 5C4t$, <71*1 414 4i fad fa4*t CW *MC4 

mi 4i i 44 favci a ¥R ff 44R ¥tri ¥Tfa 41 i (The Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankab 
Roy:) ¥fcu fff 44R C4*~cw 4¥*C44<* C4 4¥*i ¥rsi toft ¥4i ¥fci <tt*c*i 44 
winfti* tfnw n ) C4t4 n C4* 4¥4* 4**i fag ?wi 

4*4, fa* c*c* cm cm fan m fan*4 c4*c* vt4i $fni ^r n fa* 41 

mfr 4* *ifa 4 C 4 *3 so* ft:*?* 3ffac*t 4mfo*C4 *fi*f *C4%, 3lra % n black 
marketing 4* ¥*Rlt4 t|TC4 1* tfo< n** *$ii ¥4X4 5F349f% Cas* 41 TO'Qfar **fi Case 
special tribunal 4 41 Summary trial 4 fapR ¥4tn *1tt44 — summary trials 4* C4 
fa 414 ¥4i 9X4%, 4*1 ¥4i 4C4% 4*mT C4 ¥C4¥ YT4* C4*i c«tn blackmarketing44 
¥*Rm 4t*i 441 *1 x^cv $im 4R4i «r’ f%4 444 «t4TY snrci, mr mi blackmarketing44 
¥*RtC4 ¥14fJt ?4 $ri Case 541 ^FtC^T 4RR <71* ^rmfT* C4tHC¥H ¥4R 3R4W *1R, 44t 
49 oNi cYCf or $1X44 3TUYT 41 ¥14fi?1 ?RyR 445 *fare blackmarketing ¥XJ* 514R i 
4 *«RT 4*1 fac-R fac454R *R % 4X4% C4 4* 4¥4 cixa Summary trial 4 i ¥4TC¥ 
<5tC44 (5RT51X4 Y*4 ¥41 4R41 I Gov, r nor 4 4 Message 4 <71* fa4T4*TX¥ 414 faX4 C¥41 4X4X1 I 
¥R4¥*i uim fa*4 fa* c*cy m cvm mrcY i <7f*tn 4* fam % <r *** Family 
firm vm., mmi me* wttm (R Yfa^nsR ^rrrr wwii-^fti tf^^ 5 Wf 
firm '"TtCf C4«fa family firm I Blackmarketing4* fa^ci m 5tm 

w <Y«n c'-tCY c*T wctot jrt ^fa^n-f cycit* *Rm ^rw firing j rtfafY 

C4 cy 3R *fni»r *n 9m m ; stcy* firm «i*Rt^ ?i w c^n* i mm ra 

4fff I ^5t* fan fam 5fm c^r n^Y family firm «r«Ri joint family firm4 *rfa *J*JS 

3Itf%rYir c<ftw 5ii *U9fll 4R URn every adult member of the family n* *ffaTOR 
*fRl RW ^5TT4rr*1 511 CTtn tfRl yVZK* R *141^1 Tn fanfat5 5T^| 4* 

«ff*n (71*1 4R C5T341 YC4C^I 4n ^Yfa^l ?T4 Vtfa I YfaTYT31 *9 4* 

family firm Rlcw, c»nm RfaYtti wryr 3R t[Y^5 snfsrer* *11941 4R sn i (rrctn Black- 
marketing R1*^: 3ic^ wi cwQtri m =n i 4* «TYfa«n tcy q cn*i 4* message4 
4R 0(341 rClTOF, ^4 3 4*tn 4tV faC4 4* YTwft 5?1 ^*1R 4t* I Bill 44 <®RT 

R4 R «RT C4 44 fa4t4 ^3t* fani ^1*4 4R1 C5tY I Rtfa 4111 Yfa, 4* *114 ?R 

WR ^5^*R 5C4 Blackraarkcting 44 fa^tY mf? 44Y 4T4Y1 Y4T44 i 4* »r»mf «fRR 

^R 4Y*1 Y4l 44R RltY— 4fT fTT-fClR 4CY tVf’Y^t *JTf C4* Y4l ^4, CY44 Black- 
marketing* 44 4m CoWtST 4fC«3 J Rfn 4T4T1 Y41 44^R| 444 Ymi4tWTr44 faRFTi 

Rfo4t4 ^544 Soapstone 3 C^^C?R fan C«1 YC4TYI 0T41 CYO? 

WR fR Soapstone 4C4C^ — 44»1 (71* 4R ^3^ TCt^, mrc *nThfl TOT faF^ *11941 cfa 
41 I RR41 4^C3 C*tti%lR C4 C4* Soapstone 41R103 C44RR ^4T* OT4TC4 4Nl 4T4ff»n 
fan| RRtOR 41 RT*4 WTCf tstn Y4R 41 W4 R defective 4n 15tCW4 4im 0T941 4tl 41 I 
4Y4T R14YTY faC4541 YC4 4Y*1 RT*T44 <4^1 »JW$ 4R1 YnfflRI I C4*1 YCW| Food 
Adulteration Amendment Bill i C4 farfav cswm c?94i 4R 444 CYT4 farfa? 444R vr* 
41 4m ^slfa 4R 4fa 4«3 4Tt4, 3RC4 4*1 *J4tfa3 4n 4T4 fan 4X4 C4 3R 4R1 C4*l C44T4 I 
C44TT4 OTt 4441 41 R4T 4m fcsft 44, YR C44tC4 4fa Soapstone 41 C^C«R flft 41X4, 
$C4 1114 Sample *f^Yl YC4 CVR CWT 547 *11941 41Y *|R 41 41Y <71*1 R*Rt4 4C*T Y47 
4X41 4443TC4 Rltc44 fa4T4 YX4 Food Adulteration Act 44 Amendment tfTO Y4i 
4X4% i Rlfa 44¥RC4f w^c4t4 ¥4X41 tStwi 4* Blackmarketing fan4 4X4 4C» Food 
Adulteration Amendment Bill C4*i ¥41 5X4%, <71*1 ¥fa4CT nfi4t4 Introduce 
¥C4 *1H ¥X4 C44 I ^Rl 4fa 41 C44 1514X4 41 C¥» C4 44¥ C¥4 Pending % 41 ¥TCf 
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c* c*vn faft w?i i w«n> cir* TOttnRi tot vws *t i 

«rrai *rsi fipit* c*rtt* 5 rc-re tot $ to— cto c*t? c*r«n ^ i 

^H^nn »ito c* defect «*w* w*t$ »ii«n w m* c*ssi to yirft 1 

*!cw$ 4 $to TOmr^hr n'cttrn to mt* *1 *ro 4* to cto fa ft to v\ 4^ 
^tn TOT* Soapstone c**mi— ' TOft ftf*F3 *t?Mi 4*** crmr, wi ^wimi m\ adulteration 
’TO ^fCff ’TTO of*fi Rt$ 1 c^M 4V fatH* sampler c5<Fft »*j sp c*TO 

w flfi cysm m *1 1 *p 5 *t; wft to *s*pt »nnt<R toi wi? 1 tow to 

^ mm c*rro *t*t* ’jiri/ s* csro a*j wart <afri itcmj? to c* c* toj osto 
carftff 1 *t to* wtft rrs mfa 1 

Jartab 8YEP BADRUDDUJA: The prayer recess, Sir, as was pointed 
out by the Aloudzem yesterday, should come a little earlier — 20 minutes 
before b. 

(The House was then adjourned for tit teen minutes.) 


( After adjournment.) 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUJA* Mr. Speaker, 1 would be failing* in my 
duty it 1 were not to associate myself with the observations that have fallen 
lrom the lips of my honourable friend to the left. Sir, 1 am one of those 
who do not believe that for any measure of whatever import or significance 
it might be, l should come forward to criticise the Government lor its sins 
of omission and commission in the past. 1 personally agree to some of the 
observations of m\ honourable friend Mr. Jyoti Basu. True, if there have 
been curtailment of any civil liberties, if there have been communal frenzies 
under the garb of which a section of the police might have oppressed a 
section of the people, that is no reason why we should hesitate in extending 
mir wholehearted co-operation to a measure fraught with the deepest signi- 
ficance tor the whole of Bengal at the present moment. 

l>ii\ "hen my esteemed friend Air. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi was yesterday 
discussing something about drinking and masonic lodge, I was tempted to 
participate in the debate myself, 1 do feel Sir that some sort of soft drink, 
some sort of fashionable dissipations here and there, even midnight orgies 
m which an individual might indulge, might in the language of Shakespeare 
take away, his brains, might affect his morals, might affect his character! 
might affect the future of an individual we are however concerned at the 
present moment with a problem with which the future existence of the entire 
miflions is bound up so inextricably. A man who steals one’s purse steals 
nly trash, but a man who steals morsels from the mouth of hungry millions, 

rAV T" » ,M * !r .r °« I, V' "» raiment. is doing act whirl, 

is the most reprehensible, the most obnoxious an,] is condemned by all 
canon* of reasoning. All decent societies in civilised <p, alters of the globe 

ala/nst^l!;? I’ er . 8Uas . ,f>n * 4 * , b11 so< _^ * organisations, have always comhined’ 
anti-social crime. We must extend our co-operation, we must 
extend our sympathy, we must extend our fellow-feeling to all classes of 

SSrt^M ,f ri T* H, ' P " la,1 -y- to t,le l ,oor - unfortunate millions 
ha™*™* 5^ * j he ■!, Teet '‘ { ° r 8 of fo 0 '!- Oovernment of Bengal 

hesrf^* 1116 ^ orwar< Wlf ' 1 a gesture. T also respond to that gesture. The 
ohse^rwl a man 'i r T Oover ;"’ r -°en‘-r»l. «ri Raiagopalaclmri once so finely 
b. T ft .* T '“"‘l" ! U >* Hko * flower. If ft* flower 

heart oVa mzT'u T T 1 '* '■ the thi " air. If you crush the 

ronr ’ ‘. T ' Ws rPS, ' m ' <1 ' Ro '< >* » ouesfion of exfending 

Hon toTn^r fJl/* w V r r ]m -- " tpn,!in >? yo»r affection and considera- 
tion to vour fellow-beings yhn are in distress. This Oovernment is suffering 

5 r.h^si th 7 - ast - ^ st? ha " S ho s » rSr % 

<*WB shortcomings; it is suffering from the legacy of the past. In this very 
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House we very often discussed in the past the problem of maladministra- 
tion, the problem of mal-distribution of stuffs throughout the Province, the 
problem of hoarding and black-marketing. My grievance is that even 
now. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, only two or three minutes more. I will not detain the House longer. 

As 1 was saying my only grievance is that men in high positions have 
not escaped this contagion. While discussing this problem on the floor ot 
the House the then Opposition led by Sir Nazimuddin contended that the 
Government of Fazlul II uq did not inspire any confidence in the neighbour- 
ing Provinces and so the neighbouring Province refused to supply foodstuffs 
even in those conditions which threatened to assume the character of a 
famine. That is because that Government, the Opposition contended, con- 
sisted of a set of inefficient, impotent, worthless people who did not inspire 
any confidence m the public mind. I repeated that eulogy myself when they 
< ame to power because even then the adjoining Provinces were refusing 
supplies lo the Government of Sir Nazimuddin. Now' perhaps the same 
traditions continue, perhaps the same legacy persists, perhaps the same 
atmosphere prevails here. There is no cure of that disease. We have 
talked of freedom from hunger, wc have talked of freedom from illiteracy, 
we have talked of freedom from disease. We are now disclosing freedom 
from hunger. Millions of people go about the districts in rural areas. 
They are actually hungry, they are starving. They will not make any 
protest or agitation on the floor of the House. In silent protest they will die 
ns you have seen many to do so in the streets of Calcutta in the year 194T 
Thanks to the administration that is prevailing in this country, thanks to 
the conspiracy behind the scene, thanks to flu* political manoeuvring and 
wirepullings, thanks to the disastrous and malign influences exerted by 
black-marketers and hoarders, a situation was created which has no parallel 
in recent times. Therefore, Sir, I am concerned at the present moment 
with this that if is not the innocent alone who should lie trapped but also 
the real men of influence and position. The law should be respecter of no 
persons. 

Sir, l am reminded of that beautiful story of a Presidency Magistrate. 

1 have 'hoard him-— lie was a particular friend of mine — once making a 
confession about how* he gave out judgments from time to time about certain 
cases which came up before him. It was a confession before his spiritual 
Guru: “Huzoor, ^our Holiness! the only misfortune is big guns escape, 
and the smaller fries are caught in the trap." People in high positions 
it they have got access to the high quarters to people holding responsible 
positions in life, who can exercise a great influence on the administration, 
Mich people naturally escape. So the laws should he as stringent, as 
severe as possible, because no ciime can be more heinous, no crime can be 
more reprehensible, no dime can be more dangerous, no crime can be more 
anti-social, no crime can be more disastrous in its consequence and 
devastating in its effect than this. Therefore, Sir, while wholeheartedly 
extending my co-operation and support to this Bill, 1 would appeal to the 
Government benches, the Treasury benches, the Ministry to see to it that 
these provisions are correctly applied and that in their application they are 
not misused. It is of course for the Magistracy and the Judiciary to see 
that they are properly applied by the Government of the day. If the 
Government is sufficiently efficient, if it inspires confidence, if it consists 
of people with a due sense of fair play and justice. I have no reason to 
doubt that it will have its effect upon the Judiciary and the Magistracy as 
well. 

Sir, I will not take more than one minute. I have only to point out 
some instances that I have come across, in the course of the last few 
months, namely, that innocent people 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. You have said nothing on the motion 
before us. It is a speech on black-marketing. Will you confine yourself 
to the motion before the House. 

Janab SYED BADRUDDUJA: All right, Sir. I was referring to 
blackmarketing. I was discussing the general principles. At the present 
moment I am not discussing the provisions, because when the amendments 
are taken up I will have an opportunity of discussing the provisions in 
detail. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But you must be relevant to the subject-matter under 
discussion. 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: I bow down to your ruling, Sir. I will 
not go beyond the scope of the Bill. 1 will confine my remarks to the 
Bill and finish by saying that the Bill is conceived in the best interests 
of the people. The Hill is intended to protect the rights of lire poor' 
unfortunate millions who have been oppressed by blackmarketers and so 
the Bill should be supported by all sections of the House without any mental 
reservation. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I would only take 
a tew minutes. Sir, when v\e passed this Hill w <* were inspired hy a very 
high and noble motive, /.e., ot tackling the problem of blaekmarketing. 
We wanted, Sir, that the provisions should he stringent, and therefore, 
Sir, the House agreed that tor- the Hill to have a salutary and deterrent 
effect upon the Idackmarkter.s tin* pro\isioris should la* stringent. 

Now, Sir, this Hill, after having been passed by this House, was 
referred to His Excellency the Governor. Sir, I find that His Excellency 
tiie Governor has not been aide to see his way to signify his assent. Sir, 

1 would like to ask the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of this Hill why this 
Bill lias been referred to us. What were tin- circumstances that led to this 
referring hack. Sir, it will not do for this Government to take shelter 
behind the innocuous phraseology, “we do not know' what happened”. 
They know that the Governor is only a constitutional Governor, who is 
supposed to act on the adwoe tendered by his Council of Ministers. Sir, 
even in the Centre the Centre i- also being governed by Congress Ministers. 
Sir, therefore, we should like to know what were the circumstances, what 
were the lacunae, what wen* the conditions that led to this Bill being 
referred hack to this House and then, Sir, coining to one or two points 
which have been recommended by His Excellency for our consideration is 
this that when a joint family is doing business and it is not possible for us 
to touch the actual owner. His Excellency recommends certain procedure 
to he adopted. Why is it, Sir? To what purpose would this Bill he when 
they are put into operation? There “are many joint families undertaking 
business in this country and this point has been stressed by my honourable 
friend to my right Mr. Churn Chandra Bhandari. Sir, why is it that His 
Excellency feels that this particular procedure should he adopted in respect 
of joint families and also about suiiimaiv trials? Sir, when the Hon’ble 
Minister rises to make his reply would he please enlighten this House in 
detail what were the circumstances that led to this Bill coming hack to this 
House ? 

The Hon’ble 8r» PRAFULLA CHANDRA BEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my 
task has been made very light by my honourable friend Sri Charti Chandra 
Bhandari. This Bill was passed by the Assembly in December, 1947, and 
His Excellency the Governor reserved the Bill for the consideration of His 
Excellency the Governor-General who desired to introduce some amendments 
and requested this Chamber to reconsider the Bill with a view' to incor- 
porate the amendments suggested, one relating to the vicarious liability 
and the other summary trial. These are the tw r o simple amendments. 
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Objection was taken to the rather heavy minimum punishment prescribed 
to the determination of punishment with reference to the mode of trial 
to the clause prescribing a very wide measure of vicarious responsibility. 

jtnab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: What were the reasons given by the 
authorities for taking objection to the heavy punishment? 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: No reasons are 

assigned. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Ask the 

Governor-General. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: The amendments are 
before this House. This is a democratic Government. It is for you to 
accept the amendments or to reject the amendments. I commend these 
for the acceptance of the House. 

Sri ilYOTI BA8U : Sir, the Minister lias not replied to the question 
raised . 

Sri J. C. CUPTA: T1 ie Governor had to reserve the Bill without giving 
his assent to it for the opinion of the Governor-Genera) under section 1U7 
of the Government of India Act, 1M">. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Prufulla Chandra Sen that the recom- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor contained in his message under 
section 7(1 read with section 7 a of the Government of India Act, 1J4”>, be 
considered in detail, was then put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move 
that the following amendments recommended b\ His Excellency the Governor 
in the West Bengal Black Marketing Bill, 1 5*47 . he passed — 

1. In clause 1 of the Bill, — 

(a) in sub-clause (/> for the figures ‘‘11147” the figuies “1148” shall 

be substituted ; and 

(b) for sub-clause (.’>) the following sub-clause; shall be substituted, 

namely : — 

Went Ben. ”(•>» It shall come into force on the date on which the 
Ord. VI of West Bengal Black Marketing Ordinance. 1148, 

ceases to operate.” 

2. For clause 3 of the Bill the following clause shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

“d. (/) Whoever commits blackmarketing shall be punishable with 

impiisonmeiit which nun extend to seven years but 
Offence* of Mack »»ar- shall not. except for reasons to he recorded in writing, 
keting and penalty. he less than six months and shall also be liable to a 

fine. 

{'J) The offence of hlackmarketing under this Act shall not he prosecuted 
without the sanction of the Provincial Government. 

(o) In addition to any other punishment, the Court before which a 
person is convicted of the offence of black marketing shall order the for- 
feiture to His Majesty of the goods or things (if any) in respect of which 
the offence of black-marketing was committed or an equivalent quantity of 
the same or like goods or things belonging to the convicted person, or of a 
sum of money representing their value at the time of the order of 
forfeiture.” 

3. In clause 5 of the Bill sub-clause (3) shall be omitted. 
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4. After clause 25 of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

“25A. Any rule, order or appointment made or any notification issued 
or anything done or any penalty, forfeiture or 
Cont ‘nuance of action punishment incurred or imposed or any action taken 
Ord^amse^loTlWfik* 81 or an >' proceedings commenced in exercise of any 
power conferred by the West Bengal Black Marketing 
Ordinance, 1948, shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing to be in 
West Ben. operation, be deemed to have been made, issued, done, 

Ord.VIof incurred, imposed, taken or commenced in exercise of the 

powers conferred by this Act as if this Act had commenced on 
the 1st day of January, 1948/' 

Janafo MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: On a point of information, Sir. I do 
not know the procedure about the voting on this motion. De we take the 
entire recommendation or we shall take clause by clause ? 

Mr. entire recommendation as one. 

The motion of the Hon’ b fe 'SnTrnKiT] a HiamYTa IserTThat the following 
amendments recommended by His Excellency the Governor on the West 
Bengal Black Marketing Bill, 1947. be passed — 

1. In clause 1 of the Bill, — 

(a) in sub-clause (/) for the figure* “1947*’ the figures “1948” shall 
he substituted ; and 

[ h ) for sub-clause (3) the following sub-elnuse shall he substituted, 
namely : — 

Wo*t Be n . ”<•'» It shall come into force on the date on which the 
Ord.VIof West Bengal Black Marketing Ordinance, 1948, 

(‘eases to operate.” 

2. For clause 3 of the Bill the following clause shall be substituted, 
namely : — 

”8. (7i Whoever commits blackmarketiug shall he punishable with 

* imprisonment which ma\ extend to seven \ears but. 

Oflonoe of black mar- shall not, except for reasons to be recorded in writing, 
kotrng and penalty. he less than six months and shall also he liable to a 

fine. 

(2) The offence of blackmarketiug under this Act shall not be prosecuted 
without the sanction of the Provincial Government. 

(3) In addition to ain other punishment, the Court before which a 
person is convicted of the offence of blackimtrketing shall order the for- 
feiture to His Majesty of tin* goods or things (if any) in respect of which 
the offence of blackmarketing was committed or an equivalent quantity of 
the same or like goods or things belonging to the convicted person, or of a 
sum of money representing their value at the time of the order of 
forfeiture.” 

3. In clause o of the Bill sub-clause (3) shall be omitted. 

4? After clause 25 of the Bill the following clause shall be inserted, 
namely : — 


“25A. Any rule, order or appointment made or any notification issued 
or an> thing done or any penalty, forfeiture or 


Continuance of action 
aken under West Bcn| 
Ordinance VI of IMS. 


taken under West Bengal PU n ^^ mpnt incurred or imposed or any action taken 

~ — or any proceedings commenced in exercise of any 

power conferred by the West Bengal Black-Marketing 
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Ordinance, 1948, shall, on the said Ordinance ceasing to be in 
Ben. operation, be deemed to have been made, issued, done, 

Ord. VI of incurred, imposed, taken or commenced in exercise of the 

powers conferred by this Act as in this Act had commenced on 
the 1st day of January, 1948.” 
was then put and agreed to. 

The West Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1848. 

The Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA BEN: Sir, I beg to 
introduce the West Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg also to 
move that the West Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948, be taken into 
consideration. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Bill which is now before us, 
is, as everybody would udmit, a rather belated piece of legislation, but, 
however, better late than never. In the meantime we know that much 
damage has been done after the war years because of the peculiar theory of 
the Congress Government of free trade through the ordinary channels of 
trade, the theory of decontrol and thereby helping the richer sections of 
the society which is the policy of big businessmen in India. Sir, it is 
through this policy that in West Bengal, for instance we find that during 
the last one or two years or so cinema houses have been built all over the 
Province, houses of the rich have been constructed in Calcutta and elsewhere 
in West Bengal, hut as far as the houses for the people go, we know that 
nothing much could be done, either by the middle classes or the lower 
sections of the people, either by their own efforts with their own money or 
by the Government us such. Nor could large housing schemes be under- 
taken for the refugees by the West Bengal Government because we were 
still told of the difficulties of getting cement and so on. At the same time 
•one saw that there was a flourishing trade in the blaekmarket in cement and 
other materials and we know that there was monopoly control on those 
articles which were greatly needed by the people. In this connection it is 
worth while to remember that there was in India no outstanding shortage of 
cement or wagon difficulties to which the cement kings could point out but 
even then with the connivance of the Congress Government and monopoly 
control of cement it was possible for the cement kings to make tremendous 
profits at the cost of the poor people who needed cement very badly. In 
this particular Bill which is now before us we find, as in the last Black- 
marketing Bill, that if the cement merchants violated any of the orders 
under section 8, then they would be let off' with rather a light punishment. 
Naturally people would question why such a thing would happen when 
there would be blaekmarket ing or violation of any other order of the 
Provincial Government in regard to cement. But, of course, taking things 
together, that is, the Blackmarketing Bill and this particular Bill for 
control of cement, they will understand why the provision now being made 
for punishment is so light, and why summary trials are not there in this 
particular Bill, Then the Inst point that I wish to make in this connection 
is the same that I made with regard to the Blackmarketing Bill that it fills 
me with forebodings as to how this particular Bill when it becomes an Act 
will be administered by the Provincial Government because we know that 
lor the officials under this Ministry and not only the officials but the 
Ministers as such, as Sri Snnkar Rao Deo told us the other day when he 
tjarae to Calcutta that the Congressmen were busy in getting permits and 
so on, and that the administration is corrupt, both new and old. As such, 
it would be difficult for the officials as also for this administration to so 
direct its affairs that really this particular Bill would be successful and 
that under this enactment ordinary people would get cement. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Prafulla Chandra Sen that the West 
Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration, was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 


The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 0. 


The question that clause G do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause S. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 9. 


The question that clause 9 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 11. 

The question that clause 11 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 12. 

The question that clause 19 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 13. 

Ihe question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause IS. 

The question that clause 15 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 16. 

The question that clause 1G do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ri PRAFULLA CHANDRA 8EN: Sir, I beg to move 
that the West Bengal Cement Control Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly, 
be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed* to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Roy, should we proceed with the other Bills? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Yes, Sir, we can sit up 

to 7. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: I suggest if we 
proceed with the smaller Bills and finish them we could take later a holiday 
having no business to be done. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Ido not think we can do justice to other Bills. It 
is already lute. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: As a matter of fact 
these two Bills were already discussed when the oidinance was placed. 
There is nothing very new about these. 

The 24-Parganas District Board Dissolution (Temporary Provisions) 

Bill, 1948. 

ThO Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the 24-Purgauas District Board Dissolution (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 

1948. ' 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
24-Parganas District Board Dissolution (Temporary Provisions)) Bill, 1948, 
be taken into consideration. 

1 do not desire to speak on this at all because I have spoken at the time 
when the Ordinance was placed before the House and discussions took place. 

I may only refer to two of the amendments in order to shorten the debate 
and that is, the date for which the Bill remains in force has been sought to 
be changed from 1950 to 1949; and another amendment, instead of 1950 it 
should be I960. I do not want to talk about the second amendment because 
it was obviously meant in— shall I say— a joking spirit, but with regard to* 

1949, as the Government have said, under clause 7 of the Bill the District 
Board will be reconstituted tfter a general election before 9th of May 1950 
and as soon as the delimitation has been done and the new rolls have been 
formed it would be possible for us to lmve an election. I do desire that the 
District Board should go on to the elected form or shape as soon as possible 
but 1 will leave it for discussion if the amendments are moved. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy that the 
w I Dissolution (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1948 , 

be taken into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 
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Clause 1. 


Jtnib A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN S Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 1(J), line 2, for the figures 4 4 1950' ’ the figures “1949” be substituted. 

Sir, the whole object of my moving this amendment is to shorten the 
life of the Ordinance-ridden District Board. The Hon'ble Premier has 
already said that he would like to have an election sometime in 1950, but 
what I feel is this, that if the present District Board is earnest about it, 
in that case it can have the election by 1949. 

The Hoil’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I need only tell him 
that I take it upon myself to get the election done as quickly as possible but 
it cannot be done by 9th May, 1949, because there is hardly any time. We 
require seven months for the electoral roll to be formed anJ previous to that 
we have to make delimitation of constituencies. We have put down 9th of 
May, 1950, after a great deal of calculation and consideration. 

ilanab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHSHIn: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the 
issurance given by the Leader of the House I beg leave of the House to 
withdraw the motion. 

The motion of Janab A. F. M. Abdur Kahman thut in clause l(J), line 
2, for the figures “1950” the figures “1949“ be substituted, was then by 
leave of the House withdrawn. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. r 

Clause 4 . 


The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put und 
agreed to. 1 

Clause 5. 

The question that clause 6 do stund part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. y 


Clause 6. 


The question that clause 6 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. * 


Clause 7. 

The question that clause 7 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. F 


Clause 8. 


agreed 


eecf ^ Ue8tion that clause 8 do 8tau<i P art of the Bill was then put and 


Clause 9. 

agreed* ^ UeSti ° n that clause 9 do stand I ,art of ‘he Bill was then put and 


Preamble. 

and T agreed*to° n ***“* * >re8mble do stand P art of the Bill was then put 
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The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
24-Parganas District Board Dissolution (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1948, 
as settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

The Caioutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

The Hobble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS Sir, I beg to introduce 
the Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, 1 move that the 
Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Claw* i . 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 3. 

The question that clause 3 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 5. 

The question that clause 5 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I beg to move that the 
Calcutta Improvement (Amendment) Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly, 
be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 6-40 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 22nd September, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1936, 
as adapted. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 
22nd September, 1948, at 8-80 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sri Iswar Das Jalan) in the Chair, 13 Hon’ble 
Ministers and 57 members. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Reforms in local bodies’ administration. 

4. Mr. JA8IMUDDIN AHMED: 0i) A\ ill the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
whether Government have decided or propose to take up major reforms 
in the local bodies’ administration ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of the reforms ? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: (a) The existing- law 
bearing on different local bodies is being examined afresh in the light of 
the Administration Enquiry Committee Report and the legislation 
proposed or passed in other Provinces with a view to decide what reforms, 
if any, are necessary, but no final decision lias yet been reached nor any 
concrete proposals formulated. As regards Calcutta Corporation, report 
of the Enquiry Committee is awaited. 

(b) Does not arise. 

8ri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : TOfhr riff fa cn, fofa 

Iti (a) TCi ‘ but no final decision has yet l>een reached nor any concrete 

proposals formulated”. 4* *nrm *ft YTOr ufc vww fa a, ] 0 cal body C3 

cm or$, ff$t$ at: 5, (otto cxi tfsfi; a m, osti 

; enttw to fa ? 

Tbs Hon ’bis Df. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY ; ^ famrei ^ ra i 

SH CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : a rfpez* ^ff%vrw 

^ c t-Tmi mst, to? Ypnn vm ; m wn fa r 

Ths Hon ’bit Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : wtft 'yptoi c*PiP? w, 

MtWM I 

Sri CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : fmn csMkm cm ^ m 

m TO fa f 

Tbt Hon’bk Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : ? 

M CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARI : Sterna * 4 ^ »jto, S’ennrt; ?m, 

^ c^tfart? wtn? afci n at* per cent. 4 * a*ft t 

Th. Hmi’M. Or. BIDHAN CHAMORA ROY : uHfi w** adult wffra«e 4 » 

1 
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m CMAHU CHANDRA BHAJfOARI : i) i 

The Hon'Ms Or. BIDHAN OHAMDIKA ROY : *1, cvti fini 

Srf KANAILAL DE : <x to cwm fkro *tpr tSfro ; 

fafl (7HT^ election day fa* w*i c* *t**tt* election «tt-vote <?r&rt* srt <$m 

vi mxx fa ? 

Ths Hon’ bit Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : 4 fanr wtft st *™ 1 
Enquiry regarding action taken against subordinate officer noting in Bengali. 

Sri KANAILAL DE : rcm, wtfa fart 4rti 

W WMC'J Ftti wwtw ^^iTwTfl editorial note 4 cvt\ c'fa <x, «tfal fastr^f* 

4WBR WfR ▼unit *t'5TtT3 TOT C*m «T^TT S’tfasR TOtlto ft?| foWQS I 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Order please. Such statements and questions cannot 
be asked like this. I cannot permit it. 

Sri KANAILAL DE : This is not a statement, ▼tft *1 erti «nn xn vw* 1 

Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order. 

Sri KANAILAL DE : «nn far 1 ▼ffa statement faffa v 1 Sir, 

Wtfa WfaTO 5t$ C* 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you want to ask a question, please give the question 
and I will admit it as a short-notice question and send it to Government, 
but you cannot ask like this. In that case any person can stand up and 
ask questions. If the leader of a party wants to make a statement about a 
thing of very unusual importance occurring in the country, he can do so. 
Questions over. 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Tamarind 8eed Powder Control Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
do not like to introduce this Bill, because 1 want to 'bring a more compre- 
hensive Bill amending the Bengal Food Adulteration Bill in the next 
session. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: What about the money wasted on 
publication and printing of the Bill? 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: You will pay. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then the Bill is dropped. 

The West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1848. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I beg to introduce 
the West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1948. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hoa’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I beg to move that 
the West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1948, 
be taken into consideration. 

Mr, Speaker, Sir, I have to make a few observations in moving my 
motion. This Bill has a chequered history. It was taken up in the last 
session of the Assembly after it emerged from the Select Committee and 
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was discussed lip to Clause 12. At that time it was felt that it could not Jje 
finished before e\pii\ of the Ordinance and it was therefore decided to 
extend the life ot the Unit mince by passing a short Bill extending the life 
of the Ordinance, no that the Legislature couhl take up this measure at 
greater Ic'M.ir. C ntort uuately the legislature had no time to consider this 
Bill at its la#t session. Alter the session was over it was decided to 

f romulgate it as an Ordinance, hut unfortunately again the Government of 
ndia suggested that the measure might he taken up as a Bill. It is there- 
foie now placed before the legislature and may I earnestly hope that it will 
be passed into law as speedily as possible. 

Sir, the objects of this Bill have been clearly staled in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons. The Bill embodies slight alterations of the provisions 
of the Bill which was considered in the Select Committee and taken up at 
the last session Sir, I have seen criticisms appearing in the press that the 
alterations are not ieall\ slight and the Bill is for Jill practical purposes a 
now one. Sir, 1 would not have minded such irresponsible criticism from 
quarters habituated to make such criticism, but I was really sorry to see 
such criticisms appearing in some of the responsible journals which went so 
far as to >a\ that the Bill has been so radically altered and altered against 
tin* poor suffering tenants ns to deserve outright rejection. Let me repeat, 
again that no Mich substanti.it alterations have been made and 1 throw out 
a < hallenge to all < ritics of the Bill to pro\e that this Bill does not give 
exactly the same rights and privileges, the same protection to the different 
categories ot tenants and sub-tenants which they get under the Bill ns 
leported b\ the Select Committee and accepted b\ the House up to 
clause 12. Sit, I asscit once again that the Government have not made anv 
altciatioiis in those lights and privileges and i make bold to say that all 
t lo’se iiit irisuis, ,i s I shi'll piesenth show, are either based on a hasty 
leading ot the Bill oi on biassed judgment which reason cannot prove or 
logic i annnt alter. Before we discuss the provisions of the Bill itself let 
me dispose of the pi eliniin.it \ points Criticisms have been made on the 
ground that this Bill is being taken afresh and not from clause Id and this 
is an unnecessan waste of time, I can assure the House that tin* Govern- 
ment uehl to none m their ,m\iel\ to see that this measure is pi need on the 
Statute Book as speedily as possible. Anybody who is even a little 
convetsant with rules of proteduie will know that under the rules of proce- 
dure it is not possible to take up this Bill from clause 12 in fliis session. 
Sir, 1 do not want to take up the time of the House b\ going into this 
procedural matter now. 1 would only refer to May’s Parliamentary 
Practice, 14th Edition, pages dO-dl, where it is stated that the effect of 
prorogation is at once to suspend all proceedings of the House and all 
proceedings pending at the time are quashed. In accordance wi fli our rules 
only the Bill does not lapse but all the discussion of the clauses adopted 
will go and they will have to be taken up afresh. 

Now, Sir, 1 may speak a few* words on the basic scheme of the Bill 
i itself. Here again I will repeat that the basic scheme of the present Bill 
is exactly the same as t he basic scheme of the Bill as reported by the tSelect 
Committee and taken lip by the House at its last session. What are the 
main features of the Bill ‘f The first feature is the control of the amount of 
rent. Provision has been made for the fixation of the standard rent accord- 
ing to certain schedules and no rent can be charged above that standard 
rent and if any excess rent has been charged that excess will be refundable. 
No salami or premium can be charged except in the case of long leases for 
purpose? of development in accordance with the provisions of clause 5, 
Penalties have been imposed for recovering the rent in excess of the stand- 
ard rent as also for taking any premium, salami , fine or any other imposition 
in addition to the standard rent. This control and the amount of rent 
applies not only to the rent recoverable from the tenant but also from the 
rent recoverable by the tenants from the sub-tenants. It hall been laid 
down that no tenant shall be entitled to realise any rent from the sub-tenant 
in excess of 6} per cent, over the standard rent or a proportionate par* 
5 
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thereof payable by the tenant. Secondly the tenants and the sub-tenants 
b^ve been given p definite status. Clause 1 1 lays down that the tenant will 
not be evicted except on the grounds specified m that clause and where the 
tenant is so evicted, the sub-tenant will, unless the landlord requires the 
premises for his own bona fide requirements, become the tenant. The land- 
lords will now no longer be able to cut off or withhold electric supply or 
refuse essential supplies and so on. The third feature of the Bill relates to 
the provisions made about the sub-tenants. The old Bill as it emerged out 
of the Select Committee made the provision that the tenant will be able to 
sub-let or otherwise transfer his interest in the premises for a period not 
exceeding six months and to the extent of the minor portion of the premises. 
If he sub-lets either the whole or a major portion of the premises and for a 
period exceeding six months, he was liable to be evicted, and the sub- 
tenants would take his place. It was further provided that the tenants 
could not sub-let in any manner in contravention of the terms of contract 
in writing expressly prohibiting such sub-letting or transfer. These 
provisions have been retained without the slightest change in the present 
Bill also. 


The several minor changes introduced in the present Bill have, as I have 
already said, come in for a good deal of criticism. Sir, let me first refer to 
clause 2(‘/) where landlord lias been defined. In the present Bill as drafted 
by the Select Committee, the landlord was defined as “any person who for 
the lime being is receiving or is entitled to receive the rent of any premises 
whether on Ins own account or on account or on behalf, or for the benefit 
of any person, or as a trustee, guardian or receiver for any other person or 
who would so receive the rent or he entitled to receive the rent if the 
premises weie let to a tenant and includes a legal representative as defined 
in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and even person from time to time 
deriving title under a landlord and furthei includes in respect of his sub- 
tenant a tenant who sub-lets any premises”, in the present Bill, the words 
“Every person from lime to time deriving title under a landlord and further 
includes in respect of his Mib-tenant a tenant who sub-lets any premises” 
have Wn omitted. It has been argued that the omission of these words 
lends itselt to the interpretation that the lights ot tin* sub-tenants have 
been curtailed. If I tnay say, Sii, that intei pretation is nothing but a 
misinterpretation. As you shall see. Sir. the substantive provisions about 
sub-lotting incorporated in the Bill in the later clauses are exactly the same 
as in the old Bill and lawful sub-let ting has been allowed in exactly the 
same way as in the old Bill. In this clause, those words were, from the 
drafting point of view, considered to be not only unnecessary but confusing. 
A person who recoi\e* or is entitled to receive rent includes a landlord 
receiving rent from his tenants and a tenant receiving rent from his sub- 
tenant. The inclusion of the words now omitted will only create confusion 
by making a tenant a landlord both in relation to his landlord and in rela- 
tion to his sub-tenant. In order to avoid this confusion, the Government 
were advised by the highest legal authorities to omit these words, ns even 
without these words, the definition includes a tenant who receives rent from 
his sub-tenant. I may rend out the opinion of the Advocate-General who 
says that the words “any person who for the time being is receiving or 
entitled to receive rent” obviously includes a tenant (of a landlord) who 
receives rent from his tenant <the sub-tenant) and the retention of those 
words therefore would only crente confusion. On the point whether the 
omission of these words would in any wav affect the rights of the sub- 
tenants given in the Bill as reported by the Select Committee, he holds that 
the Bill as drafted now wilbnot affect the rights of the sub-tenants in the 
Bill as reported by the Select Committee; on the other hand, it makes it 
clearer and avoids all possible confusion. Sir, it will therefore be clear to 
the House now that all criticism on this point is unwarranted and unjustified. 
Sir, corresponding changes had to be made in clause 2(8) and you will not 
now find there the following words which were to be found in the Bill as 
reported by the Select Committee, namely, a tenant “further includes in 



1918. J 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 


65 


reepect of any tenant or a sub-tenant who sub-lets any premises, his sufc- 
tenant”. But here again the definition of the tenant has been considered 
wide enough to include a sub-tenant and these words have been, on the 
above grounds, considered to be unnecessary. Now, Sir, having tried to 
remove the miaconcept io* that the rights given to the sub-tenants in the 
old Bill have been taken awav in the present Bui even m the slightest 
degree, I shall now proceed to refer to the only other change made in the 
Bill, in clause 18 of the old Bill provision was made for suits below the 
value of Ks. 2,000 could be filed either in the Original Side of the High 
Court or the Small Causes Court. Sir, it has been considered to be difficult 
for poor tenants to fight out a case if it is filed in the High Court. Sir, it 
was not the intention of the Select Committee to permit unnecessary litiga- 
tion. In order to afford relief to the tenants, therefore, that clause has 
now been redrafted— the present clause is clause lb so that such suits may 
be instituted in the Small Causes Court only. 1 think the House will 
pardon me if I say that if this clause is passed, the House may take legiti- 
mate pride in affording genuine relief to the tenants by saving them from 
unnecessary expenses and difficulties. Sir, 1 shall not refer to the other 
changes, which are merely verbal in nature. But 1 shall refer to one other 
criticism that has been made in the press. It relates to clause ll(fr), the 
provision relating to sub-letting. It lays down that eviction of the tenant 
will 1»* permissible on the ground that the tenant has sub-let the whole or 
major portion of the premises and for more than six months or lie has not 
sub-let the premises in any manner in contravention of the terms of a con- 
tract in writing expressly prohibiting such sub-lot ting or transfer. That 
means, that where there is no written contract prohibiting such sub-letting, 
the tenant can Mib-let for six months a minor portion of the premises. Two 
criticisms have appeared on this point. First, the period is too short; 
secondly, the right of sub-letting lias been given with too great limitations. 
1 must again *ay that Mich criticism is unwarranted and unjustified. 

What is the idea behind this provision? The idea is that all genuine 
residents will be given protection under the Act. Now. it the lenaiit limi- 
self resides, he is protected. If lie sub-lets according to (lie above 
provisions, he is also protected. Finler this clause he will lie in n position 
to sub-let for six months in cases of emergency. That cannot be said to be 
a short period. But where the tenant sub-leK the major part of the 
premises and for more than six months, then it becomes his business concern 
and be is earning a middleman s profit. W hat is the provision in that case? 
According to this clause, he will in that case be evicted, but not so the actual 
occupants, namely, the sub-tenants. The sub-tenants will then become 
direct tenants under the landlords. May I ask what is the justification for 
affording protection to the middleman who makes a profit out of nothing? 
Sir, I have no apology to make in putting forward the opinion I strongly 
hold that in these canes the Government would lie quite justified in allowing 
the tenants to be evicted and the sub-tenants taking their place and thus be 
saved from the additional rent they had to pay to the landlord. Bir, it 
seemed strange to me to find those who were arguing on behalf of the sub- 
tenants finding fault with this clause which in reality gives benefit to the 
sub-tenants themselves. 

Sir. one word more and T finish. I sincerely believe and hope that this 
Bill will give protection to the much-harassed tenants and sub-tenants of the 
province but I must say that even this Bill will offer no permanent solution 
of the problem. The fact is that there is a very great shortage of housing 
accommodation in Calcutta and other municipal areas. This problem can- 
not ultimately be solved without building more houses. The Government 
are alive to this problem and are trying to do as much as possible in the face 
of very great difficulties about building materials. This is not the occasion 
to raise that bigger questionjnow, and the Government will be only too glad 
to take the House into confidence if and when such opportunity arises and 
tell the House what they have been able to do and what they have not been 
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able to do iirthis direction. But so long: as the shortage remains, it shall 
be the endeavour of the Governmenl to see to it that those unfortunate 
people who have been forced to flock to the cities are given such protection 
ns they deserve and I hope this Bill will give that protection. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was in the Select 
Committee when this Bill which wan before the House last session was being 
considered by the Committee and I must say 1 am in general agreement with 
the provisions of this Bill. But T take this opportunity, Sir, to bring to 
your notice the penal provision* that -attach to those landlords who accept 
premium or salami. It has been protided, in section 40, 1 think, that tne 
offence is cognisable ami non-bailable. I submit that the offence should be 
made bailable, for that might as well be a discouragement to those land- 
lords who harass tenants and who will not allow the tenants in unless they 
pay the salami or premium. But, Sir, by making the offence non-bailable 
jt causes more hardship than is desired. After all a landlord is a man of 
some substance, he has got a house in Calcutta and therefore though we 
have made it a criminal offence it should not be at par with the other 
criminal offences which are cognisable and non-bailable. I would therefore 
request the Government to accept the proposed amendment to clause 40. I 
am of opinion that the offence should be made cognisable inasmuch as the 
police should la* abb* to take cognisance and submit charge-sheets and adopt 
other procedure in general in such cast's, but the police should be allowed 
to bail the landlords out. I think this is only just and fair and I hope the 
Hon'ble Minister will accept the amendment. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Mr. Speaker. Sn. we have just 
heard the Hou’lde Minister giving the bright features in the Bill. Of the 
new additions that have been made, the outstanding one is that the salami 
money will now be shaied bv the landlord and the tenant of the first degree. 
Main of the tenants who have been clamouring against the landlord will be 
satisfied now by a share m the salami. 1 find that no relief has been given 
to those landlords who entered into a least* of their premises for a period 
of twenty to thirty years during the year 1112b and 1980. Sir, those were 
years oi depletion and rents were low. The depression has now disappeared 
but the rent remain the same. These leases have expired, but the landlords 
cannot increase rent except the statutory increase under this Act. I tried to 
move an amendment in the Select Committee to this effect. Perhaps there 
I could not make myself understood. My intention was that such a Bill 
should be brought forward which will at least give some concession to the 
house owners so that the situation in the city might he eased and those 
house owner?* who were reluctant to let out their houses at a low rent may 
now readily come forward. If the house owners are given today a fair and 
just rent many of the houses which are now vacant or which are let out to 
their own people may be let out to genuine tenants at fair rent. 8ir, an 
increase of (>j per cent, has been allowed to landlords who get a rent below 
Rs. bib but one-twelfth of the annual rental lias got to be spent on repair 
of the premises during the year. While the landlord gets only (ij per cent, 
increase in rent, he on the other hand is asked to spend & per cent, on 
repair during the year. What is the gain. Sir? It would nave been much 
letter if the tenant had been left to pay Rs. 50 and let off without an 
increase and the landlord had been let off without being asked to spend 8J 
per cent, on repair. Instead a substantial increase of rent ought to have 
been granted in the ease of those big tenants who pay a rent of over Rs. 500. 
Business concerns which can pay a monthly rent of Rs. 500, they can even 
pay more. If this Bill provides a higher percentage in the case of those 
tenants who are paying Rs. 500 or more and gives concession to those who 
pay less than Rs. 100, that would have been some relief to the poorer' 
tenants. Houses with rents of Rs. 50 downward are inhabited by poorer 
classes of people whose earning is very limited. So an increase would be 
heavy SO far as they are concerned. Another relief which has been provided 
in tie Bill for the benefit of house owners was the payment of rent direct 
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instead of to the Rent Controller. Rent case takes a long time and when* you 
institute a case against a tenant in the Small Cause Court, payment by 
instalment is awarded. Rent accumulates from month to month and at the 
end heavy accumulation results in loss. Some provision should have been 
made to stop this instalment system. 

Sri C. CUPTAr I believe Janab Rafique was a member of the Select 
Committee ! 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: But you have made material altera- 
tions in the Bill. If a tenant default^ and if lie fails to pay three months’ 
rent he is liable to he ejected but, in* that case the landlord loses all the 
rents of the three months. It he realises those three months’ rent from the 
incoming tenant, you term that as a salami. These are the questions which 
should have been considered by the llon’ble Minister and some change here 
and there would have given relief to the landlord. 

1 refer to cognizable and lion-bailable offences under clause 40. So far 
as 1 understand “non-bailable” offences are those where it is apprehended 
that the man may run awa.\ . That is how I understand the word. If an 
offence is non-bailable, it is intended that the mail should not run away 
ami tor this purpose the offence is made non-bailable. But landlords have 
got inmimatde properties and interests and they cannot afford to run awa\ . 

Hie motion of the ilon’ble Sri Bimal Chandra Sinliu that the West 
Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 1048, he taken 
into consideration, was then put and ugreed to. 


( louse 1. 


'Flit* question that clause 
agreed to. 


do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
(la use 2. 


Sri D. N. MUKHERJI : Sir, 1 
hue*. 4 and 5. alter the words and figtir 
the words “of the tenant” he inserted. 



Th« Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: I it 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

1 he question that clause 2, as amended, do stand part of the Bill 
then put and agreed to. 

( I a use J. 


a„X!r,r'‘ S,i ° U “““ ' l0 I ,nr « 1,1 l,l “ riH wan thru put and 

Clause 4. 

BgJed°tn." eMi0n that 4 S,an ' ! pa '' of 1,,p T,i " wa " %" p*< »nd 

('la use -5. 

agreed* to UeStl ° n tll8< ‘ la " M * ' ,0 s(a "' 1 ^' a^, nf (ll ° R ill was then put and 


Clause (i. 

agreed" ( |j’ les *i on tl,at fi ‘ Io stal “l l' ar ' of <he Hill was then put and 

Clause 7. 

•ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 heg to more that in clause 7 ( 1 )— 

(a) in line 1 after the words "has been paid” the words “or deposited” 
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(b) in line 17, after the words “such payment” in the two places where 

they occur, the words “or deposit” Wdnserted; 

(c) in line 19, after the word “received” the words “or to whose credit 

such deposit was made” he inserted; % 

(d) in line 20, after the words “so paid” the words “or deposited” he 

inserted. ** * 


I also move that in clause 7(2), in line 5, after the words “was paid” the 
words “or deposited,” he inserted. . 


The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHAN0RA 8INHA; May I explain that the 
object of these amendments is only to clarify the position, namely, the word 
“payment” means also the rent that is deposited with the Rent Controller. 
In order to clarify this lacuna these amendments hatl been introduced and 
I accept these. 

The motion of Sri 1). N. Mukherji that in clause 7(7) — 


(a) in line 1 after the words “has Wen paid” 
he inserted; 


the words “or deposited 




(h) in line 17, after the words “such payment” in the two places where 
they occur, the words “or deposit” he inserted; 

(c) in line 19, after the word “received” the words “or to whose credit 

such deposit was made,” W inserted; 

(d) in line 20, after the words “so paid” the words “or deposited” be 

inserted, 


uns then put and agreed to. „ 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clause 7(&), in line 5, after 
the words “was paid” the words “or deposited,” he inserted, was then put 
and agreed to. 

The question that clause 7, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

Clause S. 


The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 9. 


The question that clause 9 do stand part of t he Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I l**g to move that in clause 10, 
line 9, after the words “the ease” the words “provided that such date shall 
in no event be after the date of the institution of the proceedings before the 
Rent Controller” he inserted. 

This clause 10 deals with the date on which the Rent Controller shall fix 
the standard rate of rent. The clause is not very clear. We have got 
experience of cases pending before the Rent Controller for months and 
months aud the standard rent is fixed from the day when the order is passed. 
If the pointed attention of the Rent Controller is drawn to the date of 
institution, he expresses his inability on account of ambiguous provision in 
the Act. The result is t ha ^landlords lose large sums of money and tenants 
also suffer when standard rents are fixed. So, Sir, I move this amendment 
that in no case the date should he after the date when the case is instituted 
either by the landlord or bv the tenant because at the time when a case is 
instituted, a tenant or landlord is entitled to get either enhanced rent or 
reduced reut. There are many cases which take months and months to be 
disposed of on account of the interested party. So, it would be fair, just 
and equitable that the landlord or the tenant shall be entitled to get the 
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enhanced or reduced rent from the dale when the case was instituted or any 
other date before that institution which the Itent Controller may think fit. 
I hope the Hon’ hie Minister in charge will accept it. I need not have gone 
into the question because the Hon’ble Minister himself is a aamindar and 
realises the difficulties of the landlords and tenants. There are several cases 
in wh ich the IJ^ht Controller perhaps under the impression that the stand- 
ard rent was to run from the date of the order of the Rent Controller ordered 
that the enhanced or reduced rent should he paid from the date of the order. 
I fVel that a teu^t or landlord entitled to relief from the date of 
institution of the fast*. 

Sri D. N. MUtCHERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 10, line 9, 
after the words “of the ease” the words “but shall not he subsequent to the 
date on which the application under section 9 is made” be inserted. 

The Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA; Sir, 1 accept the logic 
%{ Mr. Hafiquc but t^t*. language of Mr. I). X. Mukherji. Therefore I 
accept the latter amendment. 

The motion of Sliaik Mohamad Kafiqtie that in clause 10, line 9, after 
the word- “the case” the words “provided that such date shall in no event 
he after the date of the institution of the proceedings before the Rent 
Controller” lx* inserted, was b\ leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion oi Sri 1). X. Mukherji that in clause 10, line 9, after the 
woids “of the eu**e” the words “but shall not be subsequent to the date on 
winch the application under section 9 is made” be inserted, was then put 
and agreed to. 

The question that clause 10, as amended, do stand part of the Rill, was 
then put and agreed to 

Chusc II. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE : ! beg to move that in clause ll(i)- 

(h)d), line 1 , tor the words “six months” the words “four months” be 
substituted 

Sir. the addition of tin- sub-clause was intended for the tenants who had 
to go out ot the fit \ tor a change for a period of three months, esjiecially 
those who proceed on home leave. The maximum leave which a servioe- 
holder earns i- three months at the utmost, and so if he wants to sub-let his 
flat or his house to a tenant tor that period he should be allowed to do so. 
The other sections pioliibiting sub-letting shall not be applicable to him. 
That was the idea, and so 1 think that instead of having six months, four 
months will suffice. I do not know* if Government allows anybody to go on 
leave for more than three months at the maximum. My fears are that this 
section will be abused and misused. Wrause for the first six months the 
landlord will not know that it ha- Wen sub-let. .lust after five months he 
will come to know* and the tenant will take advantage of this section and 
intimate to the landlord that it has Wen recently let. At least something 1 
ought to have been provided that tin* tenant should inform the landlord 
immediately he sub-let- that portion of his premises under this section or 
that lie shall not be able to sub-let it for a period of more than four months.* 
I do not understand the logic of six months, because if the Hon’ble Miuister 
remembers it was only t<r give help and facilities to those gentlemen who 
were proceeding on leave, and it was with that intention that this clause 
was inserted. 

8ri 4. C. GUPTA: Sir. I have feat an amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: la it on this very clause on which Mr. Rafiqtie has 
moved his amendment? 

Sri 4 . G. GUPTA: Yes, Sir. I have got a short-notice amendment to 
move. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I have just received the short-notice amendment of 
Sri J. C. Gupta and it has not been circulated to the House. 

tonab MO. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, since it comes fronjJSri J. C. Gupta 
we accept it. (Laughter.) 

Sri J. C. GUPTA: I am much obliged. 

The Hon’ble 8ri KtRAN 8ANKAR ROY: That goes against him. 

8ri J. C. GUPTA: 1 beg to move that* in proviso (h)ii) to clause 11(7) 
for the words “a period exceeding six months” the words “more than six 
consecutive months” he substituted. 

Sir, this amendment is necessary, because it may be a subject-matter of 
legal quibble that prohibition will only operate if there is sub-letting for a 
period of six months and not if the sub-letting is done month by month 
exceeding six month*. Jn order to remove that confusion, I am proposing 
that, and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will accept it. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, since it has been 
moved by Sri J. C. Gupta and unanimously accepted by the Opposition and 
even Sri Jyoti Basil has not opposed it, I accept the amendment. 
(Laughter. ) 

The motion of Slunk Mohamad Kafique that in clause U(/)(b}(0, 
line 1, for the words “six months” tin* words “four months'* be substituted, 
was by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Sri I . (\ Gupta that in proviso (fn(n to clause 11(7) 
for tin* words “a period exceeding six months" the words “more than six 
consecutive months” he substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U : Sir, l beg to move that in 
clause 11(7), item {<)) be omitted. 

Sir, the object of the amendment is not to give wide power to the land- 
lord to put the tenant into trouble on whatever ground be likes. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 accept the amend- 
ment. 

The motion of Sri Hemanta Kumar Basil that in clause 1 1 ( 7 > , item (//) 
be omitted, was then pul and agreed to. 

Sri D< N. MUKHERJI: Sit, I beg to move that clause ll(7i he 
omitted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, ibis amendment is 
consequential to the previous amendment and 1 accept it. 

The motion of Sri 1). X. Mukherjee that clause 11 (2) he omitted, was 
then put and agreed to. 

*. Sri D* N. MUKHERJI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 11(7), 
lines 1) and 10, for the words “the tenant would have held under the land- 
lord” the words “such person would have held under the tenant” be 
substituted. 

Tho Hon’blo Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir. I accept it. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mff. SPEAKER: May*- I draw the attention of Government to 
clause 11(h) where it is stated that “where the tenant has sub-let, or other- 
wise transferred his interest in, the premises — 

(<) for a period exceeding six months and to the extent either of the 
whole or a major portion of the premises ” 

Now, suppose with the consent of the landlord sub-letting is done for a 
period exceeding six months and to the extent of the whole or a major 
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portion of the premises what will happen. As a matter of fact, there was 
a provision in this regal'd in the Ordinance that is in existence at^ the 
present moment. The words “with the consent of the landlord in writing” 
which were in the Ordinance have been omitted in this Bill. I do not know 
whether this has been done deliberately or is merely an omission. So, I 
want to know the exact position. 

The Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: In that case I do not 
think he ran he evicted. Please Jook at clause ll(b)(ii). 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 find in clause 11 (b)(ii) that if there he a leas© 
prohibiting sub-letting and if he sub-lets then he is liable to be evicted, 
whereas ( /> ) ( O says that if there is sub-letting exceeding (i months of a 
major portion of a house or of t he entire house in that case the tenant i# 
liable to be evicted. 

I am putting the question, if the sub-tenant has been taken in for more 
than (i months but with the consent of the landlord, then this clause does 
not protect those Cases also. 

Janab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, may I suggest that we may 
adjourn for ptayer and fn the meantime the Hon'ble Minister may come to 
a derision on this point? 

(The Uyuse was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 

(A fter adjournment .) 

The Hon’bla 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, 1 am considering 
the point raised by \ou. I am grateful to you, Sir, for having raised this 
point. As tin* consideration of this point will take some more time, I 
would suggest that we might proceed with the consideration of the other 
clauses of the Bill in the meantime. 1 shall let you know the position 
sometime later. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. Then we t.ike up clause 1*2. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, can one clause be held over when 
the other clauses will be taken up? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, there is no haim in it. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, other clauses may have a bearing 
on this clause or this (danse may have a bearing on some other clause. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l do not think that difficulty will arise. But if such 
a difficulty arises th^n that clause also will be held over. 

Mrs. E. M. RICKETTS: Sn, do we understand that flu* whole clause 
is l>eing held over? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, this point only. Next clause, % 

Chute 12. 

Sri 8U8IL KUMAR BANERJEE: As Sri Dhirendra Nurayanf 
Mukhe i ji is not litre may I move the amemlment stundinjf in hi- mimel* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes, you may move it ax your xliort -notire amendment. 

Sri 8UBIL KUMAR BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 12(.5), lines 2 to ti, for the words “if for three consecutive months 
after any rent payable by a tenant in respect of any premises has accrued 
due the tenant fails to pay or deposit such rent m accordance with the 
provisions of this Act" the words “if a tenant fails for three consecutive 
months to pay or deposit in accordance with the provisions of this Act any 
rent payable l»y him in respect of any premises which ha# accrued due after 
the commencement of this Act” be substituted. 
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Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Is it a short-notice amendment, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It was an amendment standing in the name of Sri 
Dhirendra Narayan Mukherji, but as he is not present at the moment I 
have allowed Sn Susil Kumar Banerjee to move it as a short-notice amend- 
ment. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, may I explain this 
short-notice amendment? This amendment is a formal amendment. It 
seeks to clear up the lacuna that exists in clause 12. The question is the 
date from which the three months will be counted. These three months 
will he counted after the commencement of the Act. Only this portion is 
added. It has been made clear by this amendment that after three months 1 
expiry since the commencement of the Act the tenant shall not he deemed 
to he a tenant if he has defaulted. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: May 1 know what is the provisions' 
against cases where rents for the last six months are due and if the party 
deposits it with the Rent Controller? 

The Hon’ble Sr; BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: As regards arrears, that 
has also been provided in the Bill. 

The motion of Sri Susil Kumar Banerjee that in clause 12(3), lines 2 to 
ti, for the words “if for three consecutive months after any rent payable by 
a tenant in respect of any premises has accrued due the tenant fails to pay 
or deposit such rent in accordance with the provisions of this Act” the 
words “if a tenant fails for three consecutive months to pay or deposit in 
accordance with the provisions of this Act any rent payable by him in 
respect of any premises which has accrued due after the commencement of 
this Act” he substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 12, as amended, do stand part of the Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause Jo. 

8ri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U : Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 1*3, 
line 4, for the word “ten” the word “five” he substituted. 

Sir, the object of my amendment is to shorten the period of ten years 
and reduce it to five \ ea rs during which the tenants can claim benefit under 
section 1 1 . 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, may I say that the 
Act provides for ten years, and the object ot the amendment is to reduce it 
to five \earH, If the word “five” K substituted for the word “ten” the 
purpose of this provision will be largely frustrated. I mav therefore say that 
it the honourable member moves a short-notice amendment substituting 
“seven” for “ten”, I am prepared to accept it. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: In that case, Sir, I am prepared to 
withdraw the motion I have just moved. 1 beg to move that in clause 13, 
line 4, for the word “ten” the word “seven be substituted. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, l beg to move that the following 
sentence he added to clause 13 at the end, namely: — 

“In evicting such tenants the court shall direct symbolical possession to 
be given to the landlord byjthe attornment of the sub-tenants direct to 
him,” 

Sir, 1 am thankful to the Hon’ble Minister for accepting the previous 
amendment reducing the jieriod from ten years to seven. Manv 
leases were entered into in 19&5 and they expired in 194o when the Rent Act 
was in operation. Those landlords who had let out the premises at 
abnormally low rent were getting only ten per cent, increase of the original 
rent. 
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Now, Sir, so far as mv amendment is concerned, this clause in the Bill 
is not very dear. If I institute a case against a tenant who was a lessee 
before and if the court holds that he should vacate the premises, then 
although my sub-tenant becomes my tenant, I do not know how to realise 
the rent from my sub-tenant. If the lessee ^ plaTS tricks in collu- 
sion with the sub-tenant, there is nothing by which 1 can force the sub- 
tenant to pay the rent direct to the superior landlord. That is why I move 
that the court shall pass orders and give symbolical possession of the 
premises to the landlord and thyn the sub-tentant shall become directly the 
tenant of the superior landlord. If the Hon’ble Minister convinces me that 
the provisions of the Bill are quite dear on the point I am prepared to 
withdraw my amendment. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 may 
tell Janab Rafique that his amendment is unnecessary. In view of the fact 
that the sub-tenants become tenants and that there are . provisions for 
^realisation of rent from tenants those provisions will automatically apply to 
sub-tenants when they become tenants. If they become tenants they will 
come under the operation of those provisions which lay down that a tenant 
must pay under such and such conditions rents to the landlord. Therefore 
this amendment that the court will first give symbolical possession to the 
landlord and then put the sub-tenant in the position of a tenant will be 
a circuitous process which we cannot accept. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: In view of t lie assurance given by the 
Hnn’lde Minister, Sir. 1 beg leave to withdraw my amendment. 

Sri SU8IL KUMAR BANERJEE: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 13, 
line 13, after the words “provisions of this Act” the words “and thereupon 
the provisions of the proviso to sub-section ( 4 ) of section 11 shall apply*’ 
be added. 

The motion <>t Sii Heimintn Kumar Basil that in clause 13, line 4, for the 
word “ten" the word “five” he substituted, was then by the leave of the 
House withdrawn. 

The motion of Sim ik Mohamad Raliquc that the following sentence be 
added to clause 13 at the end, namely: — 

“In evicting siiclt tenants the court shall direct symbolical possession 
to 1m* given to the landlord b\ ihe attornment of the sub-tenants 
direct to him.” 

was then b\ the leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Sri Hemanta Kumar Basil that in clause 13, line 4, for the 
word “ten“ the word “seven** be substituted, was then put and agreed to. 

The motion of Sri Susil Kumar Banerjce that in clause 13, line 13, after 
the words “provisions of this Act*’ the words “and thereupon the provisions 
of the proviso to subjection (•/ > of section 11 shall apply” he aimed, was 
then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 13, as amended, do stand part of tin* Bill, was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 14. 

The question that clause 14 do aland part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause h r >. 

8ri 8U8IL KUMAR BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in the 
proviso to clause 15, line 3. for the words “up to” the word “by” be 
substituted. 

Tht Hon’blt $ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I accept the amend* 
ment. It is only a grammatical amendment. 
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Maik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: 8ir, I beg to move that in clause 15, 
lines 5 and 6, for the words “the building or re-building of tbe premises is 
not commenced” the words “the demolition or building or re-building of the 
premises is not commenced within a period of six months” be substituted. 

Sir, this clause provides that in ease a landlord wants his premises to 
be vacated for the purpose of building or re-building he must commence the 
building operations or the re-building operations within two months from 
the date or such vacation of the premises. It is not possible, Sir, as it 
would be seen, because here two provisions are made, one where the land- 
lord wants the premises to he vacated for the purpose of construction and 
the other where the landlord wants the building to be vacated for his own 
use, and, Sir, for both these operations two months’ time has been provided. 

1 think the time was intended for cases where the premises were required 
by the landlord tor his personal use, making it imperative to occupy the 
premises within a period of two months. That is quite fair. But in case 
where the landlord wants the premises to he vacated and wants to demolish 
it and re-build it, a j>eriod of two months is not sufficient, because after the 
tenant has vacated he would require some time to make arrangements for 
materials and for demolition. In that case at least six months’ time should 
he given to the landlord so that he may pull down his premises and start 
re-building operations. A period of two months is not sufficient. He will 
have to run to the Corporation. He will have to make arrangements for 
masons and hu\ materials and run to the Hon’ldc Minister in charge of 
Civil Supplies for cement, which, as \ ou know, is not available so readily. 
Even if he goes to the black-nun ket for the purpose it will take some time. 

I hope in case where the building has to he pulled down or the re-building 
operation has to lie commenced, at least six months’ time should he given 
to the landlord. After all he is a loser if he does not pull down the 
building and start reconstruction immediately. He cannot realise an\ rent 
and nobody will be foolish enough to keep his premises vacant and not 
start building operations. It would he to his interest to start the 
reconstruction and construction ot the building as soon as possible so that 
lie ma> cither get rent or use the premises foi his own purpose. 1 hope, 
Sir, tbe Hon’ble Minister will m all reasonableness accept this amendment 
which is very fair and just. 

janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Speakei. Sir, in using to support 
this amendment, I shall su\ this that probabh an argument might he 
advanced from the other side of the House that a landlord wishing to com- 
mence building operations will collect the materials and other things 
betimes and will start the building operations immediately the tenants are 
out of his house Hut, Sir, that is not possible for the simple reason that 
when an application is put in for materials to the various Government 
depaitments, the\ will eertainh enquire into the requirements and when 
they find that tin* house is in occupation, the\ might feel that the landlord 
ma\ <>r mas not commence building operations oi mas or may not commence 
repairs. Therefore, Sir, the time sought in the amendment- six months,— 
is justified and 1 hope the Ilon’hle Minister svill accept the amendment. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA* Sir, the honourable 
members opposite are labouring under a misapprehension. There are two 
points in Shaik Mohamad Hafique’s amendment. The first point is that he 
wants to add the word “demolition”. Really there is no purpose in adding* 
the word “demolition”. 

Secondly, he wants more .Time to l>e given to the landlords for commenc- 
ing their building operations. Mr. Rafique told ahput the black-marketing 
operations — I do not know if he has thorough experience of that — but even 
if he goes to the black-market, he will hardly find materials in six months* 
time. That is why a provision has been made here in the proviso to 
section 15 that the Controller may, on the application of the landlord, 
extend the period within which the building or the re-building of the 
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premises is to be commenced,’ -up to two months at a time and six months in 
ill. So, 1 think that serves the purpose of Mr. Rafique s amendment and 
I hope my proposal is very fair and very equitable and Mr. Raflque will 
kindly withdraw his amendment. 

The motion of Sri Susil Kumar Banerjee that in the proviso to clause 15, 
line 3, for the words “up to” the word “by” be substituted, was then put 
and agreed to. 

The motion of Shaik Mohamad Uafique that in clause 15, lines 5 and 6, 
for the words “the building or re-building of the premises is not commenced” 
the words “the demolition or building or re-building of the premises is not 
commenced within a period of six months” be substituted, was then put 
and lost. 

The question that (danse 1">, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause lb do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( lause 17. 

Sri SUSIL KUMAR BANERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 1 7 < / ) , lines 11 and 12, for the words “if the ground on which the suit 
or proceeding has been based exists” the words “it there is sufficient cause 
for proceeding with the suit or proceeding” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir. I accept this 
amendment. 

The motion was then put and agteed to. 

The question that clause IT. as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause IS. 

The question that clause 18 do stand part ot the Bill was, then put and 
agreed to. 

(In use 7.9. 


The question that clause 19 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 20. 


The question that clause 20 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 21. 

The question that clause 21 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 22. 


The question that clause 22 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 23. 


The question that qjause 23 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 24. 

^he question that clause 24 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 25 . 

The question that clause 25 do stand part of the Bill was then put an<} 
agreed to. 

Clause 26. 

The question that clause 26 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 27. 

8ri 8U8IL KUMAR BANERdEE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 27- 
(7), line 7, after the words “on conviction” the words “in a criminal court” 
be inserted. 

Sir, the purpose of the amendment is clear from the wording of the 
amendment. 


The Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, I accept it. 

The motion of gri Susil Kumar Banerjee that in clause 27(7) 2 line 7, 
after the words “on conviction” the words “in a criminal court” be inserted, 
was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 27 as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 28. 


The question 
agreed to. 


The question 
agreed to. 


The question 
agreed to. 


The question 
agreed to. 


that 

clause 

28 

do stand part 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

then 

put 

and 




Clause 29. 








that 

clause 

29 

do stand part 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

then 

put 

and 




Clause 30. 








that 

clause 

30 

do stand part 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

then 

put 

and 




Clause 31. 








that 

clause 

31 

do stand part 

of 

the 

Bill 

was 

then 

put 

and 




Clause 32. 




* 





Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I beg to move that the following 
further proviso be added to clause 32(7), namely: — 

“Provided further that no person shall be entitled to the benefit of this 
section if he ha* not paid the outstanding rent in full under this 
Act”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER* Mat 1 know from the honourable member whether he 
is movTng amendment No. 22 or lie is moving his short-notice amendment 
No. 55? 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE; I am going to move No. 55. 

* Mr. 8PEAKER: Please move both of your amendments. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: I am now moving amendment No. 55. 

Sir, 1 beg to move that to sub-clause (7) of clnus^ 32 the* following 
further proviso be added, namely : — * 

“Provided further that no appeal presented under this sub-section by a 
tenqnt shall be entertained unless all arrears of rent payable by such tenant 
in accordance with the order of the Controller appealed against has been 
paid or deposited in accordance with the provisions of This Act.” 
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Sir, I teg to withdraV my amendment No; 22. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Have you moved that amendment? 

SItaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Yes; I have moved both these amend- 
ments. and I want to withdraw amendment No. 22. 

The motion of Shaik Mohamad Rafique that the following further proviso 
be added to clause 32(i), namely:— 

“Provided further that no person shall be entitled to the benefit of this 
section if he has not paid the outstanding rent in full under this 
Act”, 


was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The Hon'ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I accept amendment 
No. 55. 

The motion of Shaik Mohamad Rafique that to sub-clause (/) of clause 
32 the following further proviso be added, namely: — 

' ‘Provided further that no appeal presented under tSis sub-section by 
a tenant shall be entertained unless all arrears of rent payable by 
such tenant in accordance with the order of the Controller appealed 
against has been paid or deposited in accordance with the provisions 
of this Act,” 


was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 32, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 33. 

The question that clause 33 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 34. 

The question that clause 34 do stand part of the Bill was then pub and* 
agreed to. * 

Clause 35. 

The question that clause 35 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

C lause 36. 

The question that clause 3b do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 37. 

The question that clause 37 do stand part of th* Bill was then put agd 
agreed to. 

Clause 38. 

The question that clause 38 do stand part of the Bill was then put am! 
agreed to. 

Clause 39. 

The question that clause 39 do stand pari of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. , v 

4 Clause 40. 


Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 40(2), 
line 3, the words ‘‘and. non-I>ailable” be omitted, T understand that the 
Government is going t# accept this; if it is so, Sir, I won’t apeak but, if it 
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is not, I would like to convince the Hon’ble Minister that these words are 
*at all not necessary. The Bill contemplates that the landlords who take 
salami should be prosecuted and this has been made a cognisable offence. 
So, Sir, we do not mind it and we agree that if any landlord takes any 
salami lie should be suitably punished in a court of law but, Sir, there 
is no sense in making this offence non-baiipble because it is quite possible 
that a wicked tenant may dodge' a false complaint on Saturday evening 

against a landlord to have taken salami. On that complaint the landlord 

will he arrested, and that day being a Saturday the next day being Sunday 
Hhe landlord will have no opportunity to run to the court to get a bail. The 
thana officers will not be competent enough to let him out on bail because 
it h as been specially provided ihat this offence will be non-bailable. The 

result is that he will rot in jail for two days. On Monday when he goes 

to the couri lie will get a bail. Quite possibly after the case is proceeded 
with it is found that the landlord was not guilty. No punishment has been 
provided for such tenant. He will go scot-free and the landlord will have 
to undergo nil this humiliation. 1 hope, Sir, the Minister in charge will 
accept this amendment. 

|ri JiEMAliTA KUMAR BA8U: I move that in clans** 40(2), line 3, 

the word “non-bailable” the word “bailable” be substituted. 


The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Mr. Rafique was, as 
usual, wrong in assuming that the Government will accept his amendment 
and I very strongly oppose his amendment, because it is not properh worded 
but I accept the amendment of Mr. Hepianta Kumar Basu. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are > on then withdrawing your amendment, 
Mr. Rafique? 

Sheik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Yey, Sii, I am withdrawing my amend- 
ment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ls there any objection to Shaik Mohamad Rafique 
withdrawing his amendment? 

(There being 1 x 9 objection the amendment was by leave of the House 
* withdrawn.) 

The amendment of Sri Hemanta Kumar Basu that in clause 40(2), 
line 3 , for the word “non-bailable” the word “bailable” be substituted was 
put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 40 as amended do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 41. 

The question that cluuse 41 do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


Cluuse 42. 

The question that clause 42 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 

agreed to. 


Clause 43. 

The question that clause 43 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 


s Clause 44, 

The question that clause 44 do stand part of the Bill was the£ put and 
agreed to.‘ 

* * Claim 46. ‘ 

’ * The question that clause 4 o do stand part of tTin Bill was then^put and 
agreed to. * 
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Clause 46 . 

agTewf t^ Uestion tkat clause 46 (1 ° Part of 4ke Bill wns'then put aiv d 

Clause 47. 

agrS e to“ e * ,i0n th8t 47 <l<, ' 9talld P*rWf-tUe Btft-fras then put and 


Atfjournimnt. 

tlJ'Ati^'I? T" ‘'' p “ a'ljouraed ’at ,5^5 p.m. fill 3-30 p.m, on Thurecbfc 
e --3rd September, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceeding! of the West Bengal Legislative Astembly assembled 
* *un^er the provisftfhs <rf the Government df India Act, 1935, 
„ as adapted. 

* * * 

The As.sEMBBfcfinet in (lie Assembly* House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 23rd September, 1948, at 3-30 $.m. 

Present : 

!% Mr. Speaker (tlie Hon’ble Sri lgwife Das Jalan ) in the Chair, 11 
Hon’ble Ministers and fdj Members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Issue and renewal of licences for fire-arms. 

*20. Sri ANNADA PRA8AD CHOWDHURYf Will the Dou ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state-— * 

. *(a) the names of the applicants for the issue and renewal of licences 
for possession of (i) guns or rifles, ($/) revolvers or pistole, 
district by district, in West Bengal during the period Jtom the 
Kith August, 1947, to the 31st January, 1948; » , 1 ^ .. 

#) the names of those whose applications for renewal or new fciRue of 
♦ such licences were .granted ; 

(c) the principle, if any, followed in the determination of |he eligibility 
for the possession of such licences; 

((/) whether the police report regarding the political views or activities 
of the applicants befoie the loth August. 1947, is one of the 
considerations f&r determining such eligibility; 

(e) whether the contribution made or proposed to l>e made by the 
applicants to any fund approved by the issuing authority, if any, 
is one (if the criteria for ascertaining the eligibility; and 
(/) whether Government have issued or propose to issue any comprehem 
sive instructions to the issuing authorities,, regarding tlje grant of 
licence for tire-arms F 

MINISTER in ohargt of tha HOME DEPARTMENT (the Honfcl* 
wJ Kirari 8ankar Roy): (a) and (to) Government consider that the time 
and 1 ubptit required m collecting information on the^e points will V otft 
of proportion to the result. * Besides, it would not be in the public interest 
to dkclese that information. « * • 

# . * 

The grant of licences is governed by the bread principle that arms 
ipd amimthitiuji imfat not be allowed to fall] into the bands of lawless jkople* 
and for this purpose factors euch »s igemiifcd necessity, status, character, 
fitnnsalw the use' of firearm s, ^peli a b i 1 lly of tjio applicanl and absence of any 
niskfot ^misuse m negligent lo*g o# weapon are taken ijito coiuddprfitiau. [ 
may «ko "add to this t hat/ so /a r as issuing licences g*ns*i4t ctuicerned 
We have h**n very liberal; so far as xevyiyers are concerned, wn^rtfve been 
rathe* eaiitious. * ‘ 

? Ebhcc reports on the political views an<t activities o(^n individual 
fo loth August,*! 947, are no couaideratipns for d^ermnpigg his 
*«► a 4 licence unleaa those views and # activitiew are considered 
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prejudicial to the interests and safety of the Indian ttalioll undgrexieling 
conditions and of the maintenance of luw and order. Sfeps are b#ing token 
to superset le certain instructions issued by pre^bwfr Governments wiob a»* 
inconsistent with the present policy of Government* w *. 

<«) No. * .* * - * 

4/) There are existing instructions. Government arnadfo considering the 
issue of fresh iustructibns to all licensing authorities their present 

policy about tlie'grnnt of licences for fire-arms. 

Shtik MOHAMAP RAFIQllE! Will tb« Hon1)le Minister he pleased ^ 
to *ta te if the licences oi 38 oore revolvers, art being cancelled P 

The HonTile Sri K(RAN 8ANKAR ROY S I want? notice. 

ftfiaifc MOHAMAD HAFIQUE: Will the Ifotf'ble Minister he please^ 

to statg whether there have peen more cancellation of gun licence $ 
Muslims than it used to be in previous yearsP 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAM 8ANKAR ROYs I cannot answer in detail, 
but no gun licence has been cancelled simply because* the holder was a 
Muslim., * 


Srf JYOTI BASU: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased tg state what 
is exactly the definition bf “lawless people”? * . * 

The Hon’ble fri KIRAN SANRAR ROY: People* w^ore likely tfo 
take to violence. ■* ; , fc 

Sri fYOTI BA8U: With regard tt> the last ariswdr, how is the Go^ertJt*^ 
meat to know Irbm the names and other details gf tha applicants as Jo 
whether they are likely future to Tesort to violence? * > 

Tjld Hon’ble €ri KIRAN BANKAR ROY? tfobody can say about the I 
future? but the past record of every' applicant i* scrutinized before the 
license is issued. */ * *. 

Jtmb MD. KHUDA BUKHSH S With reference to answer (/) J^namely, 
“Government are also considering the issue of fresh instructions to ail 
licensing authorities regarding their policy abdtrfc the grail of licences for * 
fire-arms”, will the Ilon'ble Minister be pleased to indicate the trend of 
the present policy? , * 

The Hon’ble Srf KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: It is difficult to give g, 

general reply, but as I have stated we have gi^n verbal instruction# te Age 
Magistrate* in three conference# to he lil)eral aboht (issuing gttn lieen$oi*i > 
but |l>Out revolvers we have asked them to be caution#. We have wetcaj / 
them not to be too strirt about income-tax and other, things, Wa would ,4 
Kk^ the people to have guns if that does not go against the interest of* A# 
®nte.% - ~ ^ 

- Sfl PRAMATHA NATH BANDYOPADHYA * ' uWhK ^ to WJM% 
ct #1 cve?i zt* cm c*ft cfHi 8ft* ? *' t 

Tl|i Hqft’ble 8ri KIR AN -SANK AR RQY: d vticfftah v 

cnfci to *b| Vflf wu. W w N iafv *rm lifamrit 

faroi vfir if 

**™ ^"ovoMonr/i i qOftgr 

TOinp W ct *fjl lawless, m 4!.*OTr gemiifle*neeos«ty, status °&|raeter 
*tc* ztt*i SPS*) <3 f ; w . ♦ * , n s r 

^nwHMHWa Sri KIIMIMANKAir ftOYi fit f#, if fry: *■» ~ 
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tlanab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Arising out of the Hon'ble Minister's 
anflWet that Gotei mncnt is liberal in issuing licences of guns, is the Ilon'bb 
Minister aware that gnus are not available in the iyarket v 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: 1 am aware ot it 

*Janab MD, KHUDA BUKHSH: Will the Hon'hle Ministei he pleased 

to state what steps he has taken to see that more guns aie available m 
Tahutta:' 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: I am afraid, the Govern- 
ment cannot do a in thing m the matter. 

GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The West Bengal Premises Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) Bill, 

1948 . 

Chiu, st 77. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 
must first otter my gratitude to you toi having driUtn the attention ot 
Government to an anomaly so fai as the (halting of this clause is con- 
cerned. I have examined the clause, aud L inav declare that it is not the 
intention of Government to set at naught the contract which ma\ have 
permitted tenants to let out premises to sub-tenants. The onlv provision 
is in sub-section (1). In accordance with that view and in ordej to clear 
the anomaly, I understand a short-notice amendment has been tabled by 
the Thief Whip, and if he nunes the amendment, 1 shall he prepared u» 
accept it 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI : Sii, 1 beg to move that m sub-paragraph {n 
ol paiaglaph (l>) of the pioviso to sub-eiause (/) ot clause II, in line d, 
attei the words “of the premises" the words “m the absence of a eontiaet 
or olliei authority in waiting expiessh permitting such subletting or 
ttanslei” be added. 

The Hon’ble $ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sn 1 accept the amend- 
ment, 

The motion of Sn I) \ Mukhcrji was then put and agreed to 

Mrs. E. M, RICKETTS: Mi Speaker, Su, may 1 have the peimissiun 
Of the House to draw tin* attention of the Ilon’hle Minister to the I act that, 
since in practice lawful suldelting does not exist, a eonsidciable portion of 
clause 11 is not woith the paper on which it is written The new Bill 
professes to i: l Ve right, S and pnulege.s to tonuuN and sub-P-imnK hut whilst 

concerning itself with salcguuiding the rights ot landlords it entirely 
overlooks the (act that tenant- ot the tifst degiee. on account of the tyianny 
ot llieii landlords, ate obliged Ui pay irnt- toi laigoi piomiscs than they 
uetuallx need, it. as freijUentlv happens. Oil account of mairiago o? 
exigencies of employment, the uumhei ot meiubois ill a household decreases. 
INidcuth, us landlords me mm h moie faisighted than legislator- or 
possibK because many landlord's are legislators, it ha- heen the pniictne, 
for inaus \can* now that clause specific ally piohibiting sublet ting is an 
intrinsic condition of every lease. 

It is true that the new Bill gixes iclief to a certain this- of pre-war 
tenants who obtained possession of their houses or flats before the rapacity’ 
ef landlords had i cached its present stage and these lucky individuals will 
soon he aide to sub-let toi a period not exceeding a total of six consecutive 
months without the preliminary of imploring the permission of FTis 
fhtfvUeucy the Bariwuiln,. hut. as .these forjtnuates are few aud far between. 
I consider that it is h misrepresentation of actual facts to continually repeat 
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the slogan that the new Hill is designed to recognise the rights of flu* *»uh- 
tenant and protect h yji from his co-suttefeT, th£ mis- judged twnuut of the 
first decree. In Calcutta at the moment, there are mmi,\ people who would 
prefei to put themselves to iucojuv cnieiice .tub-letting, iflr flic actual 
rent, portions of their premises. in order to assist ill the b^i^cing of file 
inermising household budget, hut (iovernmeut choose to judge nil tenants 
<»t tin* first degree as profiteer and middle-men. This Hill seems deter- 
mined ~to ensure that the monopoly of suneptitious extortion should remain 
with capitalists. I am sure that no one— not evtm the landlord — is 
dcieivtid !>\ the stringent measures which appeal to threaten .ill 
drmandejs 01 lereiveis of salami. 1 am not aware, of course, it Sheikh 
Md Itafiipie N a landlonl. or if his eleefoiate consists mainly (*f the 
landed genfcn . because he sccuis pai t icularlv concerned about the jShs.s ibi- 
Htv of spending a du> or two in jnil on account of the spite of a tciUMtt*> 
I (jinte understand this fear because as ;i tenant and a representative of a 
<eniiiiunit\ of tenants, 1 cumsidei that it would he wotlh all the trials and 
tribulations of m\ work as tin M h A. if I could assist in any wpy in 
evening up the balance b\ slighlh inconveniencing even a single land- 
hud When all redress has to be sought through a oomt, the adiuntngo 
must of Tieccssit \ go to tlii> wealthiei and the more leisuted eontestaRt. I 
maintain, therefore, that if (iovernmeut is siueete in its desire to help 

the small man and to assist in relieving the existing shortage of housing 

.h eommodafion, it should request Sri I. C. Gupta to move as a short-notice 
nmendrmnt — amendment No. Id - not moved In Sri Ilemanta Kumar ‘ 
Itasn i h.it in clause Il( /i, line the word “law fully** be omitted 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 

regtet verv much that in spite of the arguments made out fn Mrs. KirketN, 

1 am unafde to accept het point of view tor I lie simple reason that the 
Hill tncs to piovide telief to the sub-tenants as fai as possible and I have 
tned to make this point clear in my speech made in tin* House vesterday. 

I ma\ tell tin House that the Government aie alive to the problems men- 
tioned hv Mrs Hirketts I Know that then* are inanv oases of families 

win have been compelled to augment their income bv infioducing in th<*ir 

homes paving guests and others, but. Sir, having reganl to the fact that 
legislations are made in general terms and cannot hmeh each im]i vtduul 
ease in particular, I think. Sir, provisions of this Hill give, as much a** 
if is possible to do under the law, relief fn fin* largest possible community. 

Sir, she has sn i<] that all the trial*, and tiihulatipm? of an M I,. A. 
would be worthwhile if she can do untiee to the sub tenants, even sligbtlv 
im onveniencing the landlords. Sii, if von go tlmuigh tin* Hill v mi will 
find that fhc di<e is heavilv loaded against the landlord For instance, 
in tin* < use of offences where the landlords have been given penalties, for 
din ila i offemes tenants have been imposed no pmialfus and I flunk, Sir, 
that the piesent Hill m a fait and uist Hill and tijes fn Mtye the pirtposc 
for whitli ibis Hill 1 m*. been framed T realise tin- difficulties* that 
Mrs. TJirketfs, bas mentioned pnrtb ularlv in relation to certain rhiM*'*** 
but T ihink. Sir. those individual c.is r - if the\ an* verv uumcious, will 
be d< alt with, it necessary, by a < hauge m the law if thev aie hnoight to 
the notice of the Government and if Government find tli.it there is verv 
-ubst ..i-tia] section wh*» are not coveted b\ this law. 

The (portion that clause 11. a- umemh-d, do -tend ourf of the Hill vvn* 
tin n put and agreed to. 


Si hpjlub. Part 1 . 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAF10UE: Sir. T beg to i„n, that m S. iodule, 
Tart A. after item the following items he added, namely- 

c ' 50 per rent, if the bade rent |»cr mensem N more than IN. 500, 
<(h 75 per cent, if the basic rent [ier mensem N more than IN. 1,000, 
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Sir, #8 a matter of fact the relief which this Bill intends to give shoui 1 
hi fact be given to the poorer classes of .society who ran net afford to pax 
in these days of inflatory prices. Yesterday I pointedly nientioued that 
the people jpho deserve our sympathy are those who are either in the 
Government service or are serving as clerks in other firms and concern 
and who uaBflnt make big money like the merchants or manulacturers 
in the business. Their income is limited and it is those people who should 
bo given protection under the Rent Bill if protection is to he given at all. 
That is why I suggested that no increase in rent .should lx* allowed in case 
where the rent does not exceed lts. 100, but, Sir, I see no reason why the 
bankers, the big manufacturers, the big merchants who aie pacing 
Rs 1,000 or IN. ‘J,000 and are minting monex both by' tail and untan 
means in business should be gixeu protection b\ a measure which is 
intended to protect the pool. These people can afford to pax. Ii it i* 
futexub’d to give protect ion to the rich in the name of the poor then 1 
have nothing to sax. If is an ironx of fate that rich nets richer and a 
poor man poorer It is to remove this misunderstanding that 
1 move 50 per cent, in case of rent which exceeds Rs 500 and 7”> per cent 
when* it exceeds Rs. 1,000. 

I tear that the Ilon'ble Minister perhaps thinks that the Government 
of West Bengal and the Government of India will have to pay a very big 
sum because thex aie occupying big palatial buildings at rentals which 
e\( eed Rs. 500 and Us. 1.000 and fur that reason may not accept m\ 
nmendmenl to give protection to the Government of which lie is a Minister, 

1 think, Nil. if is fair and just that the landlords who arc very badly oft. — 
foi this Hill piaclicallx gixes no protection 1u llie landlord and at the same 
time penalise*, him if he takes an\ mitanu. -should he gixcn some relief so 
iai as the higher rents are concerned, I think tin* Ilou'blo Minister will 
accept this amendment of mine which is \i>i\ lair and just. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sn. Sliaik Rnhqim 

has said that he sees no jeasori wlix I he tenants whu aie Using piemises 

tor business purposes should not pax an increase uf 50 pel cent, it the 

lent per mensem is more than Us 500 or 75 per cent, it the basic lent 
per mensem i* more than Rs. 1,000. I must sax. Sir. that when he signed 
the report of the Select Committee, he at least saw no such reasons Now. 
Sir, prices have gone up much and, he says, people are making black 
market monex . and there in no reason why the landlord should not get 
a share of it. Sir, 1 am unable to accept that logic, and I, therefore, 
Oppose the amendment. 

The motion of Sliaik Mohamad Kafique that in the Schedule, Part A, 
after item do/', the following items be added, namely: — 

t<d 50 per cent, if the basic rent per mensem is more than Rs. 500, 

(/) 75 per rent, it the basil lent per mensem m more than Rs. I,0o0. 

was then put and lost 

The question that Schedule. Part A, do stand part oi the Bill was 
then put and agreed to 

Sr ht'il uh\ }\irt B 

The question that Schedule, lhut B, do stand part of tin* Hi i ! was then, 
put and agreed to. 

VrntmhU 

The question that the Preamble do stand part ot the Bill was then 
put and agreed 1 1 * . 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir. I beg to move 
that the West Bengal Premises Rent Gotitrol (Temporary Provisions! Bill, 
1<> IS. as settled in the Ajpemmx , be passed. 
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Mrs. E. M. RICKETT8: Mr. Speaker, $ir v iu risittg to .speak ou the 
West Bengal Premises Bent Control Bill, I would like to make it ele.if’ 
that I do believe that G ox eminent has endeavoured to re Here Somewhat 
certain existing evils" ot which it is atnrre. But in the humble 'opinion of 
the representative ot a very small and insignificant minority it seem* that 
even this omniscient Government is occasionally guilty ot omissions. T6 
a eommunitN whose main political interests lie in the field b&, social and 
eeonomie legislation, house rent is a major problem, and even though 
dining the la <t budget session we drew t ho notice oi the Go\ eminent to the 
omission ot any member <>f our Group tnuu the Sothet Committee to which 
ttu- earlier Bill was oiigiunliy retoned, \et at the time of re-drafting no 
attempt was made to reinedx this giaxe omission. Bo.ssibh this is explain- 
ed b\ tlie lesliuttling ot the ('abinet and tin' Congress Assembly JbirtN , 
l)ii i it is an unkind late which penalises the low h toi the instability ot the 
might \ 1 lealisti that mine is an clcxonth hour attempt to halt a measure 

which tor nil practical purposes lias ahead\ been judged and decided. 
Yet fioin the slight knowledge 4 1 lia\e ot the Hnn’ble Minister in charge ot 
this Jill! I harboui a forlorn hope that it 1 am able to convince him that 
icrtnin lacunae e\ ist he will, at tlie earliest oppoi (unity, take the necessary 
steps to introduce remedial meaMiro- 

M \ mam objection to the Bill is that f « oii'idcr a iuither increase ot 
the standard rent is uujustitied, because even at t In* present late, and 
admitting a deeiease ot ■><! per cent, in a landlord's net income, he still 
re< mvfK h much higher return on his capital than do all others who draw 
interest from sate investments [ am sim* 1 do not need to .remind tin* 
members ot this Hmi-e that even the rate;* of interest mi Savings Batik 
amounts is at 1 the pre-war le\el Wh\ then shouhl a specific attempt 
be made to keep a landlord’s net income at its ciistumut il\ inflated levels 

1 \<rv landlord knows vm well that his tenant, being hound to fixed 
hours* ot work, and havum \astl\ smaller resource, than his own, will— *- 
Hot 1m ;iihi' of laziness lint because nl the eMgeiieles ot circumstances 

pax out as mm h as ht uii possihh afford, m keeping his home hal>itabh\ 

rather than m\o|\< himself in legal proceedings, which will necessitate 
the briefing of a paid r epi (‘sent a 1 1 ve Herne the lnndlmd smiles at legis- 
lation enfnri ing repair s and the maintenance of sanitary conditions He 
knows it will not alfn t the piofits a< < unrig from enhanced rents nor the 
4 uhtnu , which < 1 1 c u ni * l a 1 1 cos have made his essential perquisite and which 
he knows so well how to extract without getting caught. 

Apart from these questions of enhanced rents and whimt, however, 
surely the Government is not unaware that it is also the custom tor land- 
hud to i lie rease the income derivable trorn proper t\ by forcibly taking 
pi'^e-vimi iif. fm building pm poses, c\eiy available square inch ot com- 
pound which the misguided occupier ot a house believed was included in 
hjs tenanes As a result, the unfortunate brood ol tenants m lower flats 
are rapidh being rinmuicd b\ tin- erertmn of luxnrv shops between their 
bed -loom windows and the road. Of course, building' material m ample 

Mippl v is available in older to help tlie poor landlord to tows of shops for 

**n-h ot whir lr he can lordidenth demand much higher rents than he is 
n reiving from the umonsidered, e\cn it inoffensive, residential tenants. Ot 
ionise I must not omit to mention th.»t the lower flat tenants arc- not the 
on]\ offerer- in this help-the-lamllord scheme because the occupiers of 
upper st(>ie\s in fhesc mie»- salubrious localities :ire no longer able to ktfep 
their windows open at night, because the roofs of the %hops make such fi 
convenient stepping-oft place toi burglars ft i- of course unthinkable that 
in a (Innate like outs landlord should be obliged to prntu t windows with 
expanded metal screens. That is the business of the tenant, if be is foolish 
enough to want fresh air 

Another lawful means by which the la nil fords are increasing their 
incomes without the help of Government i« bv letting residential premises 
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to firms or consulates who are perfectly willing to pay Considerably enhanced 
fonts without any risks of petty annoyance of threats of reference to the 
ttent Controller. It Government is concerned about tht? shortage ot housing 
accommodation let it distinguish between homv fide residential purposes and 
"offices! In the same way fiats which used to be occupied by middleclass 
families at a rental of approximately Kb. 225 are now reserved by land- 
lords tor foreigners who recently have taken up residence in Calcutta for 
consular or business purposes. These individuals are only too pleased to 
pay Ks. -‘150 without question specially as, since they are awa\ from their 
own homes, their rents are amply covered by special allowances. If 
present conditions necessitate the presence ot huge number of foreigners 
in our city why cannot Government requisition even one ot the palatial 
rlubs in ('howringliee or similar localities and place it at the convenience 
of consular service and theii stalls. Given the will, the question of accom- 
modating displaced residential members in other clubs, could surely be 
worked out. I have spoken at some length on this point because the extor- 
tions of landlord and the house rent question vitally affect the economy ot 
the middleclass of all communities amt it seems to me that the majority ot 
the representatives in this House represent either the very rich or very 
poor and they are not much concerned over the matter under discussion. 
On behalf of all communities, however, and particularly from the point of 
view of the harassed housewife whose concern it i< to see that her home 
clean and healthy, that the lift is working when her husband comes home 
from work, and the most important of all, that the house rent does not 
swallow the entire house-keeping budget. 1 appeal to the Ilon’ble Minister 
who on his own admission is already aware of the slmiteomitigs of this Bill, 
to go into this matter more thoroughly with a 100 per cent, representative 
committee. 

8r| CHARU CHANDRA BHANDARY : ton, soft 4 t nw 

4Vs 4 ft ^ to to cn to tor ^tc?, 3ft w t fto 

wtfa renora WVM M* 1 to to C 5 ! to C 5 ! (to stu 

TO w wron, ’[TOti ^ to 1 4m AAt *vn inTt 

at to ■atnnRi ynzv ti^i S*t«n w 31 3trc to m at 

fcWstiftrfc** w.% 4 S amt) toonr 1 ztzz fto acaz^ cn “tenant 

will be aide to sub-let or otherwise transfer bis mteiest in the premises for 
a period not exceeding six months and to tin 1 extent of the minor portion of 
the premises. If he sub-lets eithei the whole 01 a major poition of tlu* 

premises for a period exceeding six months he was liable to be evicted and the 

sub-tenants would take lus phu e" to* to ’TC=T 7 :5M cn at <arto fto -atro cn 
’*T5i wtc5--6 ^ to? 4 a: to 5 ! ^vfpi pjft to wzz •'tfyw to fto 

to b toi toto win i\A toi to*ui to w*. hwza cn$ thm 3ft 

tzw' 1 ?z r £ c* w <:n to va. zza :nt w-ttu Sq-atsttfai zn ttP? 45 

tow toe a 5t5tB<ri zza 1 to to 3H 1 :<Ntpr toft 

tot a 'ni^, cn? Raftsf «u cro c'Hrot to *^5 ow:* at 

$*!$T$tffatr.4 TOtoto — to V)t an -Mi am nit rction cn $WT. cto ^*17 
TO* cat i P*s s} claiiHc4 cn ton sres, 3ft B C3 vpics b toto* 

TOn w.n a a: to^ tot fafa *«:3 ^ftpi ai 4 ^* 0 sub-vlausefl 

TO? cn at ^f$c*T4 unt A degrooi (A tenant cn c^fa tenanted 

to a^az?, *va:a 41 tow to3 5151 1 ai: 4 ^3 7»f» *3 b 

4 m toiW centra f^rf% ent w ^1 

ft! h olausK k 4 Jn , 4Trf “any person to w^om 

apy^premises or any part "thereof have been or has been lawfully sub-let M 
4t “lawfully” mn, ^ toon* cn c^%r%T7 
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fk to jtcto to i iff* it* tor tot « toto ?«ftt rm 4 *; tot fC* 

TO CT 4* % jf*f ^5, ^ 4? fsrfrr^Ti ?p rrift TTfR TOTCTO — Ml TOT CSRtl Itwtf t 

crc tot* 4*T sf* 4$ ftaj TOT-TOf to foot cro *tor (MRTOrSITC TO— rctfaTOI 1 
TOT 4$ ’JtRS TO— f>"5 4f? TOT* jti to 4*; cTO OlTOftSR frjT TO, W Wffa TO 

*fr <3 rcyro tot, 3nft=rem wr «rf% *ftj to 4 *fri towFITO^ 4c«t 4^ front ^wmr to 
cto^i Lawfully «rr*rc 4? a to*i— 4$ ct rcftircfro TOts ct tsMfarm 

tanantc* nub-let *TO TOCT *1— frc-R fan cw crc 4 T *R! $*tot$tlPaic*irc *TO fcsTO *1 

*flR n«R*11 *1 TO *ttTO ofe TO* TOR 4? TOTO <R tfCTOR TO *it *5W CTO 4*fr 

*r$R to 4 fafroft fa to cto 1 tom *ij tor cm* vtfwt'i 4 TO faittrc 

TOP I 3 R 1 TOfis TOtTClTO Ttffa MM ot$l friR TOT 4 *TM Tf *TO 

TO*i $Ri 5 Mm *fa* *rm *f$H rcfartM $*t- 3 !$i fa*^ 1 itcro *ro m src 4 M 
3 tc«rc qtre displaced to M to, c’f* gf-tt* rctft wr to 4**1 fro mitocto **ti h 

4 TO Scn« **fs 1 

4* **n to rctfa 4* tf^R mm rc 1 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: S11, i rise to congratulate the Double 
Minister on tht* splendid mannei 111 which lit* ha* piloted this Bill. Sir, 
tin* Bill had 111 tile last session become ver\ coutroveiMul and tile credit 
must go to the Ilon'ble Mmistei who, h\ his tact tul manner, ha* silenced 
opposition even irom membets »)i hi* jmity who hail tabled some useful 
aineiidmeuts. Mr*. Ricketts ha* suggested that it has given relief to the 
landlord. The only icliet that has been gi\en to the landlord is the 
' alarm which he wa* pieeluded trmn realising before but which he will 
now be sharing with the tenant o! the first degree. I think, Sir, this 
amendment has been made because the Hon'hlc Minister tcels that time 
has come when some socialist principles >houid lie introduced. The snhnnr 
will now have t<> be shari'd bctucen the tenant and the landlord who will 
feel gratified to receive something but the sub-tenunt will have to pav all 
tlu same Though penaltx clauses have been inseited so tar as the lai < 1 * 
lords arc concerned, nothing ha* been (lone so far «is the tenants ale ( on. 
ec’iied. Sir, all tenants are not good as ail landloids are not good, and 

t hoi e u:t sonic tenants who give trouble to the landlord*. It iheie had 

hee*i a icnal clause against them, the landlords could }.a\" bit that 

I list lee had been done to theil (Use. The Bill nio\ides ilia! though the 
tenants will io*.\ be protected h, legislation to have diiect eon rn*cf ion ot 
elect 1 1 C light, the landlold who will g«*l all increase <d <>| |>ei cent, over 
hi* rent -.hall have to spend one-twelfth <>l hi* annual lent, < 11 repair 
llo* truant can tone tin- landlord to spmid that amount which come-* f<, 

S{ per cent. So the landlold will be losing J p«-i cent on hi^ annua! rent 
tbi the other hand the landlord, oi course, will tee] gratified *haf lie is 
now assured ol getling his rvut i 11 la 1 1 \ Sir. mans hundreds <d eases 

tie pending jm the courts of law wlme the tenants have not )><*«• n deposit* 
iiil: thei? rents and the cases ale ad|ourned from month t r » inmith ,\t least , 
this Bill gives protection to the landlord in that respect and it is hoped 
that In will get his rent rcgularh II tin* rent L not paid tor tliree 

eons,»cutive montlis, the landlord will have the right <0 evict the tenant 
N'i doubt, here also the landlord will lose tun months’ rent. Sir. at least 
-‘■me s (1 | t of compensation should have been provided in the Bill. The 
1 tndlord has been precluded from getting the «ahnrn. and if the tenant 
goes away, without pa\ing four rtmnths’ rent, he will be losing three 
months' rent, after adjusting one month deposit. This pioccdme also 
gives relief to the tenant. T think that thi« Bill which might give relief 
to the tenants will not give relief to the people of this proMiice. We 
iM|uire more houses and relaxation of building rules. We want a flexible 
policy so tar a* the Civil Supply Department is concerned in the issue of 
building materials. Let the Government give building materials to honu 
fide building societies or companies t and at the fianie time J think Govern- 
ment should construct houses for workmen and middle-class people and let 
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them out at reasonable rent. That is the only practical way as to how you 
can briii# down rents and do awa\ with shortage t>i houses. Mrs. Ricketts 
was complaining against the payment of fabulous rents by the Consular 
iervicea. I hope nobody will sympathise with her. Our sympathy goes 
t to the man who pays rent of R«. KKI and below. People who can pay 
Rs. 500 and above do no! deserve any sympathy from anybody. If they 
can afford <o pa\ li s . 500 a month, they can a> well pay a salami and Rs. 750 
a month. It is the poorer classes of people who should ht protected. So 
far as the extending of balcony or platform oxer shops is concerned, I 
think her remedy lies with the Calcutta Corporation w ho should see tha f 

the plans me mi prepared that they do not attract attention of burglars 

and others. Sir, I feel that the Government, at least the Leader of this 
House, should give us some sort of assurance that Government will he 
considering some sort of scheme whereby more houses will be constructed 
for workmen and middle-class people, (hue this is done, rent will go 
down. People who are paxing over Its. 1.000 do not deserve any sympathy 
from any <|uarter. They can afford to pax high rent and it was unjust to 
give them protection under the law. The mils lernedx to stop the rise of 
price is to build more houses and gixe help to coin panics which intend if* 
develop land by constructing houses. 

8rl HEMANTA KUMAR B08E : wjm rtrs otTj^ 4 | im-oTB ■sprat* 

w 444Tt4* $i* ntr3 C4 tc^i trai 434^1 Pnj'N-f'T 3t4i nrnrc far -54 far* 

*TI faC5 P4otC4 Pww 4t5ltS '4R44 :4? 4TMt4 Pent? C 5 i?l I uratnnr 

4t£tS3t41. otsffplt! S 5t5t$4t4 444T1 434 ywvrn 4 ftrfl 

4*: ftwstc* 4if jtty ?c<i r 43>T3 rctifo* i w wtm $-54 thit^ ^f*4t44r=* 

4(»43l 44" Pr*4 4f4 sPTTi *Tt'*tC - =T*T. P* 4£4 434Tt‘Ff4 4*?4t.7 r 4 54 * srpftfsr* 

rHtc«t ufc^. 44fr r *i?4 C4? wi -mp™ \ z\ A *:4 4? faPra* r^=n i 

fir% 'juh (* h srt*Tw -tu, 44 4 tr*t ut nt!p.T4 3 :* 

^t*v >ifa *1 1:4 r.nfr efstfa* 1 Pm >iw w Pim 44414 o,fci 44! w* 1 

3*1402 4t£t34Hl: w 4 *5 at 5r f*r~l 5^4, X5 1 -? Pc-f-'’ '4f4 5f4 f.op; 441 fin 4! I ^TYT, 

4 4VTC44 VPH 4t£t3»It ; Tf4l 4tft jjt£t4 "tf43M 4 , f&P3 film 3K 3^1314 3!4 55 fivZ C3 

?tl <141 501^ 3|r.T* C ^rsj - 5(5 TtfWl tSM ^*1^5 5 '4 I Relit Court 4 C4? 43Y 4 t 3 l 

^5Mf4 3t$fcfr41 nfa *4t4t4 ^41 , Yf/:4 w *I 4" ’4 5:r:4 'Yptl4 3C4 53 4f£i33l4t:*4 C4 5P4 

£t£l 4T$T4t4 CW\ ^cvc^.cn 5f:44f* 4!4S 3t5t4 5t4 T^l 3tC4 ! ((A YOKE 

VHOM l 1 1 K OrM'oSUloX’ 111 M ms;»wtn 4f4 443 5C4 I ) o!St4 5f4 plfifc 5 33t3 ot^fttui 

<1 $ -^Tfp 3141 PlP&Y 5:4*l| 4*t4 k f 4t$t3UH!41 TIM c1^T4 , 4pr7nM 

4!$TC3 *'tr4C4 ai I 

nP‘j f*ti54i ui?, b!3 3f*Ky4 f.i:^4 ^14414 44 , 414 ?!^ fVf 43 R 4 

'£1^1 54. T5fr* ^T T i 4^5 3 13 44tSP-4HYl '4pT45*: -c 5 331 ^f:~£T4 vft44t4 

4tC£ ntsm 4t«, tries 4t^t3Hf-tt4! 3tstff'-t>4 f^'4 PfCT '4f:4 C’TtWJJltT? Jj? 1 f4^ 

^ttr^ 5C30| i :4*ft Pf^^ci *ai i 4?t:^? :4 'Y4 : n 5rfVr c^r? ^t4fT4 44t 4t455!:r<t 

Jit Pr£) ^t*n 5:3^ I 'Stfpl 3TC4 ^5 C4 4f|f 34H1 J34: oTSTftSI tfrTTC4-t il? 4^^ ^JT 4 ! 

^*4^4 I Wfo TJ U4 3 4C4 C3 4tsf S3t=Tl, ■5T£tf?31 *34’ r «l4"«t:4 pTT4 JSt" ^tt:44 VlKl 

4pr C*Ft4 Ifflt vtt:^ C4t j5*Ht4 C’TM ?541 41 pTC4 4t4jf44Co;:4 ilt ^T?4T3 ?5P? ^57^44 44^ 

»nttc^4 -ttP? 4^1 4:44 irrrrsj *;!r<pr4 n-«pi' 4W 4 514 1 intsrt *v 5 ^ 4 , 44 : c4 12 oH? 

?$4. 4fw 31 44tnr4 444 1 41 *fts ZZ1 £1 4*4 3 4T4T44T Z'ZZ *tC4 *1 l 

<*tPt 4t1l 4pJ lim ^44ft3 fcfa 44:*4? 44*' 4 *H4 I 

The Hon’ble $ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr.' Speaker, Sir, I would 
not try to touch on each point that hits b<j*n made ouVin course of the 
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speeches made by members from different sections of the House but I 
wpuld touch onlv ou the salieat points that were* raised in the course of 
this debate. 

Sir, Mrs. Ricketts has made grievance that uo life m her from her com- 
munity was on the Select Committee. Sir, I do not know what was the* 
reason that no member on the Select Committee was taken then but I may 
assure her that if she ha» any suggestion to make, it she cun convince me* 
of any lacume in the present Bill, it will not require members to be ou 
the Select Committee tor me to take action in remedying those lacunae. 

Sir, secondly she has said that there are occasions when the landlords 
take forcible possession oi the uppei storeys and thereby evict the tenants 
who oeetrpy t lie lower storeys. Sir, these individual eases cannot be 
tieated in the body ot the law. It has been entrusted to the Rent Cou- 
tnd.hu to judge whether a requirement ok the ^landlord tor building or re- 
building purposes is a hona fide one and each individual case shall, 1 hope, 
be judged on its merits by the Rent Controller who under the provisions of 
this Bill will no longer be a member oi the executive bianch of the service 
buf art experienced member belonging to the judicial branch of the pro-- 
vineial service ot not less than 10 years’ standing. Willi such a icsponsible 
man at the head of affairs I do hope that the eases will In* judged on their 
own merits and there will be lio giounds for complaints that landlords 
are getting possession ot tlieii houses on the ground of hmul fide require- 
ment whereas it is not really honn fide. 

Nil, she has lastly made a complaint that residential houses are being 
let out to firin'* and foreign Consuls who are in a position to pay much 
higher lent. Su , I may tell the House only one instance that will show 
that even pool Consuls who ate entitled to facilities and sympathies from 
till', Government and courtesies, even they are not faced wifh very great 
difficult le** Sir, 1 might mention that m one particular raise one landlord 
was advertising to lei out a house at an exorbitant rent That advertise- 
ment (ante out in leading newspapers including the "Statesman” Sir, tin* 
Consul of a foregn country went to the landlord to take out the premises on 
hire. When hr* went then* the landlord charged exorbitant lent so much 
so that the Consul had to come hack to us and requested io to get the house 
requisitioned. When the requisition order was issued the landlord came 
to the G iveriinient and told the Government that the house was required 
for hi.s own hon<i< fid< purpose. Government natuiallv brushed aside <h“ 
representation and requisitioned the house Then on the plea of having 
his furniture removed hr* moved tin* Government for giving a few days’ 
time. "Well, Government could not understand it was a tiap for the Gov- 
ernment and the Government gave a few days’ time to remove the furni- 
ture considering that after all a man mu-f not be hustled out of his house 
and lie must he given sufficient time Whaf was the result? Before three 
days were over then* came .in injunction from the High Court railing upon 
us to show’ cause whv the requisition order shall lm< be vacated and <be 
Government is now fighting oaf the ca“<* in the High Court fo prove that 
it is not a honn fidi icsidenfial house The poor Consul v:w prepared to 
pav some -higher rent but tin* greed v landlord would not be satisfied with 
that. So, Sir. the grievance made out by Mrs. Ricketts, I do not think, 
really stands 

Next, Sir, I will refer to the point made out bv Sj. Bhandan. H7> ha* 
referred* to the statement that I made in the House yesterday, but I think 
he lias slightly misunderstood tl*e point that 1 made. My object was that 
these sub-tenants will certainly be tenants where the interests of the 
tenants have been determined, Buf sub-tenants will bn onto tenants cer- 
tainly in accordance with the provisions of this law. 

He has referred to the r lause which contains the word “lawful”. I hold 
that th(? trespasser who has got igto tv household should get no protection 
from law. He lms misundewtootff the provisions of clause 11 when he said 
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that where the teftant has sublet for uTore than six months and to the extent 
either of the whole or a major portion of the premises, in that ease 'the 
sub-tenant should he automatically evicted. 1 think, Sir, he has mis- 
understood this point inasmuch as this provision will apply from the date 
4)1 the commencement of the Act and tin* sub-tenants who are lawfully sub- 
tenants before the commencement of the Act, they really will now continue 
to remain sub-tenants in accordance with the provisions of this law. AVliat 
was the position before the commencement of the Act? The position 
generally was that where there was a contract expressly prohibiting sub- 
letting in the premised and it there ha* been sub-letting in such a case, 
there the sub-tenant has no right. lie has no right because he is not a 
lawful sub-tenant That provision still exists and that position also existed 
in pt e\ mus ordinances. Therefore, Sir, that will not make un^ difference 
in those raises where there was no, contract and there was no written prohi- 
bition against sub-let tiny- There the sub-tenant is a lawful sub-tenant. 
Tn that ease this provision shall not applv because on this date the sub- 
tenants are lawful sub-tenants and all the provisions made for securing 
the rights and privileges of sub-tenant" under this law will apply to all 
such lawful sub-tenants. 

Lasth , I would rote] to the speech made by Sliaik Md. Rafique and 
must thank him for the compliments he lias paid me and I do hope and feel 
that that side ot the House headed hv Mr. Rafhpic will eo-operate with 
Government in seeing to it that justice is secured to those who special] v 
deserve justice and not merely sav that the landlords have been penalised 
by this Bill. 

The motion of the ITon’ble Sri Bimal Chandra Sinha that the West 
Bengal Premise* Rent Control (Temporary Provisions) BHL 1 94 S , as 
settled in the Assembly, he passed, w:s then put and agreed to. 

(The House was then adiourned toi fitteeu minute".* 

(Aftn i itl /<n/ rn nn n t ) 

The West Bengal Land-Revenue, Rent and (Apportionment) Bill, 

1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir. 1 lu*p to introduce 
, the West Bengal Land-revenue, Rent and (V>" i A ppoi t lonment ) Bill, HMS. 

(The Seer c< ar\ then read the short title ot the Bill.* 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, l hep to move 
thul the Wot Bengal Land-icteiiue, Rent arid Ccs" (Apportionment) Bill. 
HMS, he taken into consideration 

Sn . the object ot this Bill 1ms been stated \ei> clearly m Hie Statc- 
ment ot Objects and Reason". Certain e-tates. tenures and holdings in 
the Province ot Beugal as existed hetoie the partition are comprised of* 
land- situated as a lesiilt ot tin* partition ot the Province ot Bengal partly 
in the new L constituted ProMtiee ot Wist Bengal and paitl\ in the Pro- 
miicc ot Last Bengal in the Dominion pit Pakistan. This has given um* 
to \anoii" com [dicat ions and we art* tryiug to ha\e an agreement >vith the 
Government of East Bengal to adjust our leicmie" accordingly As we 
proceed, we find that the problem goe" deeper. It is not onh the miestion 
of apportionment ot revenue Tint uLo one ot "jdittmp up ill the right" and 
interests beginning trom the rights and ’ interests ot tin* estate-holders 
down to the tenants. All these interests and right* require splitting- up 
virtually at every stage. Unless this is done, there are various legal com* 
plications and man\ ot the laws cannot be given effect to m regard to those 
estates, tenures, and tenancies which are .comprised in both the Ben gals. 

Sir, this Bill has Wen brought forward to split up thos^iiitereste where 
they lie in both the Provinces. I mav add in this connection^ that ft should 
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bfc ver^ "‘tyelpftf! if the Ea?d Bengal Government also parses a legislation 
on similar lines. That would, Sir. Eliminate complicatiftns on the other 
side, of the border in a similar manner. 1 am ajA° glad to announce in 
this House that only a tew days ago the Government of West Bengal 
l^jeeived a letter from the Government ot East Bengal whereby they have 
impressed their willingness to enact a similar piece of legislation and 
wanted ft copy M our Bill. We ha\e sent a copy ot our Bill and I sincerely 
hope that the East Bengal Government will’ also bring forward a similar 
legislation, so that there might lie no complications either on this side ot 
the bolder or 'on the other side. 

The motion of the Hun’hle Sri Bim.il Chandra Sinha that the West 
Bengal Laud-re\enue. Kent and Ces> ( Apportionment) Bill. 1948, bo taken 
into consideration, was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 2. 

The question that clause 2 do stand part ot the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause . 7 . 

The question that clause d do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

The question that clause 4 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( la use a 

The question that, clause b do stand part of the Bill was then put aud 
agreed to. 

Clause (i. 

The question that clause (j do stand paif of flic Bill was then put and 
agreed to 

Clause 7. 

Tlie question that clause 7 do slam! part of the Bill was then put and 
ugieed to 

(lausr S. 

The question that clause ^ do stand pa it of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

( lau't' if. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERJI: S|I. I beg to move that in clause U 

(a i in purugiaph (u>, line 'K after the words “deemed to have been’', 
tin* winds “and to be’’ he insorter!, and in line 11 ior the word 
“and” the words and biackets ‘t hercinaftei leferred in as the 
said date i** be substituted ; 

(b) in paragraph (b), in line b, after the word “been", the words “and 
* to be" be inserted. 

The Hon'ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: These are mere changes 
iA certain word!. 1 accept the amendment. * 
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The motion o£ Sri I). N. Muklierji.that in danse 9 — 

(a) in paragraph (a), line 9, after the words ‘‘deemed to have been”, 

the words “and to he” be inserted, and in line 11 for the word 
“and” the words and brackets “(hereinafter referred to as 
said date)” be substituted; w / 

(b) in paragraph (b), in line 5, after the word “been”, the words “and 

to be” l>e inserted, 

was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 9, as amended, do stand part ot the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand part ot the Bill was then put apd 
agreed to. * 

Preamble. 

The question that the Preamble do stand part of the Bill was then put 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Sir, I beg to move 
that the West Bengal Land-revenue, Rent and Cess (Apportionment) Bill, 
1948, ns settled in the Assembly, be passed. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The House stands adjourned till 3-30 p.m. on 
Monday, and the business on today’s agenda remaining Undisposed will be 
taken on that day. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at y p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Monday, the 
',17th September, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal ^Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of 4ndia Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

Tuf Asskmui y met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, tin 1 
27th September. 194S, at d-dU p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. Speakei tthe Hon’ble Si i lsw yh 1).\8 dvi.w) in the (’hair, 12 
Rnt/hle Ministers and 02 luenihers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Supply of building materials to refugees from Eastern Pakistan settling in 
* Murshidabad district. 

*21. Maharaja SRIS CHANDRA NUNDY, of Cossimbazar: (a) Will 

the llon'hle Ministei in charge of the belief and Rehabilitation Depart- 
nient he pleaded to state it to* is await* that the lofiigees Inmi Eastern 
Pakistan deMious of settling in West Bengal, part ieularly in the district 
oi Mnishidaliad. aie tailing to <teeuro huihling materials, smdi as corrugated 
iron sheets, cement, steel, etc., for the construction of then houses? 

(/>) It the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will tin* Ilon’lde Minister 
he pleased to .state what step* he lias taken or proposes to take to ensure 
lequisite mi pjdy <d those materials without delay? 

no If the answer to (<t) is in the negative, is tin* Hon’hle Minister consi- 
dering the desirability of enquiring into the matter and taking sueh steps 
as would ensure prompt supply? 

MINISTER in charge of the RELIEF and REHABILITATION 
DEPARTMENT (th* Hon’ble Sri Nikunja Behari Maiti): (n) No. The 

letugees aie getting as much as ran he spaied. This is .idmittedly not 
enough. 

(b) Does not arise. 

<r> Due to th** mute short. ige <d the huilding materials referred to, there 
is little prospect of increasing the supplies in the near future, 

Sash allowance in lieu of rations at subsidised rates to Government servants. 

*22* Janab MD. SAYEED MIA: (n) Will tin* UonTde Minister in 
’barge of the Kiname Department he pleased to state it it is u fact — 

i/i tbnt compensatory cash allowance was sanctioned to Government 
servants >ime dune, DMT. avoiding to tin* strength of their 
families suhp*< t t<« the liiaumtirn of four memhers; 

(ft) that in calculating the strength of their families, dependent parents, 
brothers, sisters, etc., have not been taken into consideration; and 
(in) jhat in rase rtf unmarried Government servants who live with 
'•dependent parents, biothers, etc., ihe benefit of houee rent allovv- 
*- ance which was not previously sanctioned has subsequently 
been given to them a> well since 15th August, DMT? 

* * , 

{fn If the aniewer to ni » is in the affirmative, do the Government consider 
he ( desirability of sanctioning compensatory cash allowance retrosjKictively 
tyfooverttnient servants talcing into consideration their dependent parents, 
rp$iiei», etc., in the calculation of /the strength of tfeeir families? 
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The Hon’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, may I answer the 
question on behalf of the Hou’Me Srj* Nalini Kaujau Sarker!" 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ten 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAH CHANDRA ROY (on behalf of the HonHile 
Sri Nalini Ranjan Barker): (a) in A cash allowance in lieu ot rations at 
concession rates was ^auctioned with effect from the 1st dune, 1947, to 
Government servants drawing a pa \ ot Rs. 800 or below. Sliding; scales 
wen i prescribed dependent on the number of family members, the maxima 
ot the scales being' admissible to Government servants with families con- 
sisting ot foui oi more members. 

(//) With regard to the allowance referred to in the answer to question 
in) (i) “fainih" meant the Government servant himself, his wife, children 
and none else. 

(//?) Yes. 

(It) The Government do not consider it necessary to modify the terms 
governing the grant of the cash allowance icferred to in the answer to 
question (//)(/) al>ove : 

8ri JYOTI BA8U : With reference to answer (a) (/) is the Hon’ble 
Minister awaie that according to Indian conception familv means besides 
wife and children, dependent parents, minor luotheis and others as well:' 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Foi the pm pose >1 
granting rush allowance Government have decided that the lamih should 
mean the person hiniselt. his wife and ehiblien, and none else 

8ri JYOTI BA8U: Will the 11 on ble Mmistei he pleased to state win 
has this foreign conception of tamih been adopted tor this particular 
purpose Y 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: We have made it our 

own it i 1 ' no longei foieign now. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U : With respect to his hi"t an^wei, will the Ilou’hle 
Ministei he pleased to state w bethel he intends to modi tv tin* meaning ot 
the word “family” aeeoiding to Indian conception in view ot the needs of 
the people of India P 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: No. Sii. l find that in 
none of the provinces ot }bmiba\ , Madias, l uitcd Provinces, and Biha r , 
nor in the Indian Dominion such cash allowances are being paid it D 
on 1\ in this province that we pay it. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U : With reference to the last answer, will the Uon’ble 
Mmistei he pleased to state whether he will set an example to the rest of 
India Y 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: 11 Mi. I Urn will give 
us the mnnev , yes 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : Aiising out of the answer 
that "fainih” meant the Government seivant hiniselt. hi" wife, children 
and none rise, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state- whv ihe 'woi 1 
"wife” has been used in the singular miinbei Y Supposing the Govern- 
ment servant is a Muslim, will it apply to all his wives and children!* 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Wives can <fraw lots 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH: Is that a statement of Government 
policy ? * f 

The Hobble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Government only recog- 
nises wife and not wives. 
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Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: I" have only mentioned the case of 
Muslims. But a Hindu max also have more than one wife. So it ought 
to have been “wives’’ and not “wiie”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Questions are asked for eliciting 
information only and not tor dw-u^ion. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(an*wer to which wai laid on the table) 

Embankment of the Silabati river. 

5. Sri ANNADA PRASAD CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Irrigation and Waterwaxs Department Ik* pleased to .>tute — 

(a) the number oi breaches in the embankment of the Silahati river 

repaired (lining the last 10 years; 

(b) the amount ot money spent on repairs of tin* embankments of the 

Silahati rixer during the last 10 \ears; 

(r) the amount of money spent <m mainteuauce of tin* embankments of 

the Silabati rixer during the last 10 xears; and 

(<I) the aumunt of mone\ .sjM*nt as relief measures for repairs ? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION and 
WATERWAY8 (the Hon’ble 8ri Bhupati Majumdar): oD * (ft) 

**\ wt 1tc*t c*itfr 8 *,oh8 n fcfai 

(r) ^ J1W1 t»t$i i 

(d) f*I» *1 i 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The West Bengal Security (Amendment) Bill, 1948. 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Su. I beg to introduce the 
West Bengal Senility (Amendment i Bill, 1948. 

i The Secret. in then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, I beg also to move that 
the West Bengal Security < Amendment i Bill, 1948, be taken into considcra- 

’imj. 

Janab MD.' KHUDA BUKHSH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, before we know 

Mr. SPEAKER: W ill you please wait? Let Mr. Bast! first move hi s 
amendment. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: I want to speak on introduction, 
: >ud if 1 ;un permitted to do so, 1 shall show that his amendment will b ,j 
cat of pluo*. 

Mr. SPEAKER: But introduction is not a motion. 

^Yhe Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: But introduction is now 
over and we are now in tin* consideration stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is it you want to speak on? Is it a point of 
ordftrf y ou want to speak generally. 
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Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: I want to speak generally. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Then you can do that after Mr. Basu moves his 
amendment. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Sii, I beg to move that the West Bengal Security 
(Amendment; Bill, 1948, be circulated tor the purpose of eliciting public 
opinion by the .‘{Oth Novembei, 1948. 

As 1 have just moved my motion I think I shall speak at this stage 
explaining my motion. You will remember. Sir, that on the last occasion 
when the West Bengal Security Bill was being debated in this House, 
people oi Bengal in unmistakable teims held innumerable meetings and 
demonstrations and demonsti ated their angel against that paiticular Bill 
which was called In them the Black Bill at that time. (Question!) Tlr* 
Congress members may go on questioning, but the people of West Bengal 
by tbeii 1 reedom-loving tradition were roused to anger by tlie servile imita- 
tion b\ the Congress oi the British brand ot lawless laws containing 
provisions amongst others foi detention without trial. The Congress could 
not at that stage mobilise public opinion in support ot then* lawless Bin 
ami we remember that except for one or two meetings in Park Circus and 
Matiaburuz it was not possible for Congress gentlemen to bold meetings jo 
support of the Bill. So later on in panic they had to invite Pandit 
law aharlal Nehru and Sanlar Patel to browbeat publi< opinion* in this 
province Thereafter that measure was pushed through in this Chamber 
while firing and lathi charges were going on outside and certain modifica- 
tions were included in that particular Bill with the false pi onuses that it 
was for a limited purpose and that it was for suppressing communalism 
and gooTidaism and that also for a limited period and that measure was 
pushed through in this TTmise and became an Act. 

Toda\ after the Act has been given a tiial and the people have seen that 
t bo hypocritical mask lias fallen oft' because it cannot an\ longer be worn 
by the Congress members or the Ministers and people ha\e seen the impli- 
cations and purposes of the Act which aie now quite clear, people have 
found, as T then pointed out. that it was meant to suppiess nil opposition 
ami crush the people’s fight a urn in st poverty, unemployment and shaven 
1 warned the people at that time that the Congress leaders weic deliberate!'.' 
misleading public opinion Within two months of my prediction, unfoi- 
tunateh ami to my bitter cost, I was proved eoriect Therefore, then 1 U 
no reason to suppose that in the meantime the people have all of a sudden 
changed their opinion in West Bengal and have become very enamoured 
of this particular Bill of slavery and restriction of freedom and they have 
become so fond of tin* Ministers speaking from opposite — or, for instance, 
the trio, Hr. B. C. Roa , the TTon’hle Sri Kiran Sankar Rov and Sri Nalini 
Ran inn Snrker — that they will accept this measure. (The Hon’ble 
Sri Kiran Sank vr Rov : These names are always in \our brain.) The 
Uon’ble Minister need not get impatient — I have still more to say. This 
measure seeks to deny the past concessions. Moreover, through the creation 
of a very unnatural situation in the country today whereby by declaration 
of section 144 and by promulgation of an emergency by the India Govern- 
ment, they are trying to gag public opinion so that it cannot be expressed 
in that same unmistakable term ns it was expressed during the last occa- 
sion and in this situation they are bringing forward this black Bill which 
is blacker — if anything can be blacker — than the last, one. Government 
should not make the working of the administration absolutely impossible 
and their philosophy of life should not he restriction and only restriction 
for the TTon’hle Minister perhaps remembers his dim past when he had 
read history. He knows that if this restriction goes on and the working 
of democracy becomes impossible in this country, then there mav be un- 
pleasant consequences for the Government and for everybody. I would, 
therefore, suggest, as I have done in mv motion, that this Bill should be 
sent to the people in the factories, in the fields and to dll th^mni^nain 
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our country including the I.N.T.U.C. — the Congress Union — and their 
opinions elicited as to what they would wish the Government to do with 
regard to this particular Bill. This is a very democratic procedure and 
should be adopted for a measure which is certainly controversial. 1 would 
also suggest that at these meetings which are to be organised, both the 
suppoiters of this Bill and the opponents like us should be allowed to speak 
and address the people and their opinions sought. If the people’s verdict 
is for the Government, they can have the Bill and all the powers that they 
want. Of course, the Ministers might say “We have been elected by the 
people and. therefore, we shall do as we please to suppress civil liberty”, 
but it is common knowledge that it was not on the basis ot a programme 
lor the utter and complete suppression of the people that the Congressmen 
were elected and as far as the icccnt elections go. that is no criterion because 
we know that all opposition has been crushed. they are not allowed to do 
their own propaganda and we know that people are arrested even if they 
go for election propaganda and, therefore, it is impossible for rival groups 
and parties to express their opinion in this situation. 

11 my motion, therefore, is accepted, ] for om* will certainly try to 
mobilise the people against this black Bill and lead them on to the paths 
of freedom and liberty. I know what the Congress leadeis will do, hut, 
at the same time, I shall convince the people that with contempt they 
should throw out this Bill and the Ministeis who dan* bting such a Bill 
tgainst which the people of our coiintn had been fighting during the 
Andersonian days and throughout the last so many decades against British 
Imperialism. If this is not accepted, then, of course, it would mean that 
they by their majority would make the working of democracy impossible. 
For the consequences, only they can blame themselves. I would again 
ask them not to behave as any doomed class behaves, as any ruling class 
which is doomed behaves. That is the same wav that these gentlemen are 
behaving. Of couise, the\ may not heed what l am saving heie mine 
may he a lone voice - hut 1 am sure that the freedom-loving people of our 
country shall accept what I am saving hcic today and iml what those 
gentlemen are saving sitting on those benches. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Mr. Kp< •a her. Sir. as T was saying 
that before I and for the matter of that those who slime my opinion define 
"Ur attitude towards this piece of legislation, T shall make a few sub- 
missions before you f<o your consideration. Sir. let us fits! of all take tin* 
Statement of Objects and Reasons into « onsjdei at ion . It goes on to sav 
'hat this Bill lias been necessitated in order to remove ceitain doubts which 
had arisen as to the interpretation of certain provisions of the West Bengal 
Security Act, 1048. Sir, doubts had arisen notably in respect of sub- 
let ion of section 10 where it was provided that detention shall be made 
"U “reasonable grounds”. Sir, the matter was before the High Court and 
1 he Government did not know what to do Probably they anticipated the 
pronouncement of the High Court on the subject and they had to bring in 
•hi Ordinance. Sir, the Ordinance was something bad enough and this 
Bill has gone far beyond the scope of the Ordinance and to that T shall 
‘ °nie later on. Sir, those words “reasonable .grounds”, .as you are aware, 
were not in the original draft of the Security Bill. They were introduced 
by the Select Committee after due and mature consideration. As T have 
bad occasion to tell the House before, without divulging any secrets, that 
'hat Select Committee was assisted by the Chief Secretary, by other depart- 
mental Secretaries, bv other high police officials, who were invited by the 
select Committee to give the Select Committee of their experience, their 
•pinion and to tell the Select Committee exactly what were the sliort- 
omings of the existing laws that had to be fortified, what were the deficien- 
cies that had to be made good in the Security Bill in order that the day- 
to-day administration of the country could be carried on. 

Sir, you have heard also the other day Sri .T. C. Gupta when he rose to 
peak tot fh* laying of the Ordinance that he has not resiled from his 
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position that he still thinks that the words “reasonable grounds” should be 
there and that he went so tar as to write a letter to the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of this Bill stating his position. (The Ilon’ble Sri Kik an 
Sank ah Hoy: lie has not.) That is what he said. I am afraid Sri J. C. 
Gupta is not here in the House. Jf he does come in the meantime I shall 
sock his permission. tShaik Moii\maj> Rafiqce : He will not come.) If 
he does not come today his speech is on record. He wrote a letter to the 
Ifon’Jde Minister in charge stating that he had not resiled from the position 
that he had taken up in the Select Committee and he explained his position 
on a point of personal explanation on the floor of the House. 

Sir, J)r. Ghosh, who was then the Prime Minister presided over the 
deliberations of the Select CoYnmittee, also accepted that in the present 
context, of things, with the bureaucracy being what it is, with the officers 
being what they are, the words “on reasonable grounds” should be there. 
Sir, we weighed the pros and cons of the words “on reasonable grounds”, 
and we felt that essential safeguards of people’s liberties should be incor- 
porated into the body of the Bill, and it was so done. But, Sir, Govern- 
ment subsequently found — Dr. Ghosh is not holding the reigns of Govern- 
ment now, and another party within the Congress Party (Cries of “No, 

no; the same party”.) 

The Hon’ble Sri BHUPATI MAZUMDAR: Dr Ghosh is with us and 
supporting the move. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKHSH : Tt is not the mu me puity, I am afraid. 

I will be able to prove that there are some meiuheis who share our views 
and who have tabled amendments. I do not know whether party discipline 
will allow them to Tno\e those amendments. Anyhow they have tabled 
some amendments. And that shows that their sympathy is certainly with 
those amendments. 

Sir, the expression “doubts having arisen” is certainly an attempt to 
hoodwink the public. Theie is no question of doubts having arisen. We 
wanted to put the words then 1 , we weighed their implication, we knew 
their meaning, we knew how they will he utilised. Therefore the meaning 
that attached to the words “on reasonable grounds" at the time of their 
incorporation in the Bill hv the Select Committee still stands. Now', 
mentioning in the Statement of Objects and Reasons the words “doubts 
baling aiisen" is eertainlv a fraud and an attempt at deception. Sir, I 
should have understood the Minister m charge of this Bill making a straight- 
forward statement and telling us that here is a thing that was probably 
expedient in those days, that was probably necessary in those days; but 
these things should not now remain, they should be deleted, because the 
circumstances have changed. Then I should have understood him. I 
should have then asked him what are these circumstances? I plight have 
put a few questions, and I would have understood the straightforward 
position and the straightforward statement of facts. 

Sir, here again it says “in order to remove certain doubts”, a certain 
procedure has been adopted. I would, by way of illustration, draw your 
attention to item No. 8 which Buys “to make it beyond all possible doubts 
that an order of detention under sub-section ( 1 ) of section 10 may be 
reviewed by a Judge of the High Court more than once and while extend- 
ing the original duration of such orders to limit the period of subsequent 
extensions”. How* does it compare with the body of the Bill? If you will 
permit me. Sir, T will rend out the body of the Bill. Then, Sir. T sluill 
submit to you that they are inconsistent and everyone is free to draw his 
own conclusion. Tt reads “Provided that the Provincial Government may, 
if and so often as it thinks fit”. The statement of Ohiects and Reasons 
says “to make it beyond all possible doubts”, but in the body of the Bill it 
is’said “if and so often as it thinks fit”. Supposing the Government does 
not think it fit, then a matter will not be referred to the High Court Judge 
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it all. But, Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons which is meant 
rrobablv for the consumption of the press and the country at large creates 
in impression that Government are eager and anxious to place everything 
>efore a High Court Judge. 


Sir, I shall now draw your attention to item No. (7) which runs thus: 
‘to enhance from 8 months to 9 months the period during which ordinarily 
*n order under section 16(7) shall remain in force”. You .ire aware that 
[he original Bill had provisions in it to make an initial detention of three 
months, and : f the Government wcie satisfied, and the High (hum Judgo 
kVu s satisfied that further detention was nec i ssary or wairvuiel by cir- 
•ir.»i‘den<’“s, Hon they could issue subsequent ordeis for detention. Like 
(hat, Sir, if a man could he kept perennially and e'en, ail, under detention, 

I do not know why Government should now come forward ; nd want that 
the initial detention order should he made for nine month.-'. So 1 submit 
that instead of renun ing any doubts, this Bill, this piece <>t legislation 
gives rise to serious douhts and misgivings about its hona fid vs and its 
intention. Sir, ])r. Ghosh when lie was piloting this Bill appealed to us 
in these words ‘’allow democracy to function”. I shall reiterate that appeal 
and address tin* honourable membeis sitting opposite me, and 1 shall ask 
them to allow demoeraev to function. 1 maintain. Sii. that this Bill has 
been drafted and is being piloted b\ a small gioup o! people inside the 
inability paity. and. theicfoie, it is eertainlv not the verdict oi the people, 
ft ( annot lie said that it is deinocratie. I find tliat members have had 
occasions to table amendments. I do not Know i( ultimatelv they will 
move them and if Government will see their wav to accept them.^ Even 
so they aie not in complete agreement with tins Hill. When the Security 
Bill was passed . it was parsed altci the paiHItou; it was passed alter the 
advent of freedom. I hen the conditions were charged with sinister and 
dangerous possibilities and it aught with other potent lalit ion and dangers. 
We gi udgimi 1\ did concede to tin- (ioveinmenl of those days certain powers 
which wen* sweeping m their character Then the Bill was rharaetcrised 
is a “Black Bill” a “lawless law” and all kinds ol names were given to 


jt \\ r i» fjoin this side of the House (elt that as no human Govci nnicnt 
ould foresee liow the situation would take shape, how communal as well 
.is other situation would shape. Government ot mu country should he armed 
with sufficient powejs, and grudgingly we hunendcicd some id our liberties 
for the colleetive liberty and peace ‘ami stability of tbe Hrovime. Since 
then. Sir. nine or ten months have elapsed and we feel that the situation 
has been ’improving, and we have been thinking that a time would soon 
form* when the Government would bung in a Bill to relax some ol the 
stringency that attached to tin* oiiginal Security Bill. Instead Govern men t, 
have seen il fit and proper to piesent us with this measure 'I his Bill then 
suggests, helving all our hopes and expectations, that instead of nnpiove- 
ment both in the communal as well as political situation m the country, 
the situation has deteriorated, and not only deteriorated but. deteriorated 
tremendously, at leu-t three times. When Government fifst sought powers, 
it wanted detention for three months only, hut bv mathematical compulation 
when it wants 9 months. I rnav be excused if I feel that Government thinks 
that the situation has deteriorated at least three times. If we are under i 
f alse st rise of security, if we are under a false -en«e of complacency whv 
should not Government take n- into their confidence \\ hat are the national 
calamities we are faced with? Are wm on the brink of a prceip.ee > \\ ben 

and bow. that situation has developed? AVithont these answers if will not 
be possible for us to give our co-operation and give our support to this 
Bill. Two or three weeks ago there arose suddenly in India a situation 
which had no parallel in the country. And pimbabl.v Governmen might 
have felt justified to arm themselves with more stringent powers Ihit iUt 
is all over npw. The communal situation has not deteriorated, m 1 1 e 
have behaved splendidly *ell: there have been no ant. State 
anywhere in the Province. Why should then Government feel justified, 
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whv Should Government *eek to arm themselves with more power under 
the Seeuritv Hill 'f 1 would, therefore, suggest to the Government take 
the S< ./I vonr eontidenee (ell us where the dangers are and what is 

aw « &A 3*va®.t 

%&r,rL’A^ 

,n,,,r w ,,o i ™. si,. I '« j " , V 

move a short-not.ee amendment to (1 «• t th.n.tlu Hit. ^ 

Select (’ommittee. II Goveinmen < ^em („ ,,-,.d the writing on 

eminently reasonable suggestion, 1 <an m\\ >t 
the- wall ami feel them ‘Mwfl *hn vain rahcfja ■ 


Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE : Mr Speaker, Sir, at wfMrft 

\=\ Um ifitsf* m ▼cfcfa 'stes nc^c^i ▼4*t-t mt i fa's cm 4* 

^cni^t fac*N ▼trci c<-ft *cfrti aa\ 3ti ▼fa i faift m sit 

▼Nil *!. • ▼t*31*f-—’fffa , m 3 3t43 — 4* 1$ ICS 

Press Dominion (W ▼•!! Dominions m t* T mm ▼Hs ▼Cld I 

^rr^rtc*r?T yvm fr"pi>HiNT >ijpttt* fa=r ’HCbca *s tpH i 3 *m c*ci fr'i-yHitcn sm- 
^|f%, iflWtTfWfWI Tv5Tf«^T --MC^ ^5 at nfWpHF fatlTdl ▼M«l fantf^T I Sit 

fat-t t*r ,W*a icit iriwfa, ▼ffcwlfr. rNrtrrPi— 4? jpttti. sit tn TO** cic*fr ▼&** 
PrAJ ^srt-n i 3 t$ 4 $ ftm* MaP ▼™t<*R 3 n® 3 w fM i fas 4 *R, a* *w, 
«*mn i?ir estesi xc<rr 4tiPrtfa ▼tfrwft 4M i ▼itr 4 Mi 

▼tfa jrcs tit a\ a fa«Mn*rati>n jicit * 1 *f tftfa i fas azai c*i 

f<cit«r 3 n:s*T fa*. 3i n, ytffcv-flto ▼rf* c?ti aza 1 * 1:3 *trPn =53it: 4«r»T ▼ttft** ^ic* 
ffar^ytif 45 wii .on enfr ▼mt ▼rc??, fas ▼fa nnfliTT 1 isitt* ▼tutu 
st^ci mi =r^ wn am S'lf^ rc^—cnl?i 5H^Nf3^ wti 1 *-r$ 

n-w stii sh jjsjrt: *rtf% 3 ^fa cswwm, fas ^nwc 7 ! 

faf^ 5T9 f/-fc5 1 *rf fao^ rnrr? 1 4t*t ‘fr^^rcsi 

cn ^v-Ka, at om «fPiTi ^tsr ^[3^3 1 at *t m «rrr^^ ? wm 
3 *t P m 's-H !?c^ ^rtfasi 1 ?^ter 3 'sn^fa^w *v$ mm «r«r? ofanrs , ®rtst^ 
5w fa <T4*f ^rtre. 31^*1 w a* < 1 $ Mm 'irrf? *n 1 fas ^TtfamTO mm 

f-rem ow 4tiH 1 *rfi*M 55 3 ^ fa^ ?f^i m ?f3^<T^ 

Wfi ■aaw v j&* Ptfi< 1 *lm m btr^ w?* ?s4froct5; bYn ^ 

•Tjm m 3H faffs rb^i ^ % ct5 -3n^Gr ^ r 3N fa«fWC5iiWf — Indoneaiacs 

<.l>^ I Siam u 3 3H tI3T< fatgTO CS &1 bTO ^^3 tf«T^ fa?tC^T C3^1 5T5^ I 

^fjsfl C*C1 3 v Jot^ fafK^ Cb? Jl M/.fl 54 W 3 CM— WJ 3TT3TCS' 3T^ tp5tt 

faftC’W Cb?I ?!5f I Sffaflt4 tfaM fa’StC^ 4>Pi 3 -TVfa^ «rfa fafbU I C’ft ftfa 3 iftfe 

«fW^< anw caW) ^fb3 i «rmt ’rryrsrr faw-Jifs vm^vmt vrfa i 

CfTt^ *$ mtPH mm 3 $;*W 5f<i 4cn fa^--3t4 at colonial expansion 

C4t4fi jjt« i 3tt 4?4j ^r^3t4 «rf^t4i fa^ sTa ^ft i 3t4^4 smi mi 
nfj[tfa^3i c*rcsfa— aft) zm xtfa^ nti|tfar^3? i at mj[Tfar i s3r:^ 4^n rg mifnraw, 

4tC4s Economic Imp rialism w—m ¥r?T <7T T?t[ *PM ^rt^fa^i ^ ▼Cl 
ici ▼tc^ i 4? itijivHt? ^rm cif iic3 ^irfa. fas irpm^trsti faron ▼fa faTbu, ▼fa 
wfa «r|B«r s iprm i m csr^ mm ▼t*n n i 3ti a*t 1 *nf ' ▼tet^ — Com- 
munist Party am fafa?f c wm cn^ *trCi ▼tr^ i itfan rtef frtvt faw dt. 
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to m—m* control s guide to w\ cn* party* cf* 1 tin. faf^T c?Ft 
TO tou to tow W 3 *i to cn » pr cm farste s fat TO* vB to 4*; cTO**!* 
^ c* 6 ^ **:pm *s* Swot TOrt«T*ro to? c?* to 5c^r to* to jit; TO 

«mrTO, Stcr* fat to* — C ommunist Party ^to< m e b — TO! fa **£** 

TO 51 ** r c*$ **trs *ttc ** — 51 TOf Russia-dominated <f 5 * c*«fr i 4 *ti *5* **t 4 t* 
imperialism TOTt** nTO i *;*TTfr* Colonial Imperialism ^tro \fa 5t* 

faro; TO*i >Rt[prs TOfB>; American Imperialisms TO*i *fa, fan 4* Russian 

Imperialisms* faro& fa to *:*[pr *R *. 4 **sTO*i **IC5 TOfa*n <TO TO*i 4$ 
C* TO f*TO* TOfa, 5RV $CTO TO* F^t* *11 5T* ^artBf 4$ fa* <*trTO*l 

TOTO Jprc & *T 5 *T TOd* imperialisms* TO TO c*c«t 'TOCR **«TOT1 TOflTORI TO5 

TO I 

Comrade c^Tffa <* ^ r ?r* c*M *ft:*C£*, 5fC3 5t* 4** $t* party* *c*fTO 

tffa^fas 5 xm I uf«r r.TO TO7 3 CTO ^toT?*>t cTO*tC*r* $1* PU, 51 *** TO*t* TO 
c? fat* *t*yi srtrei c^Ttfs *\ in i>f* *!--<:*£ TOTO fafa bt-i external aggresssion^ 
*fa*l2FTO* t[f~TO!TO *T*?1 i faft 3f* party TO ot*C5* fo5* 4*d?1 cTOtt*, fa* TO 
erf^ 4*’ c*i?i TOfa 3 ? 551*1 (Janab Md. Kiinu Bckiish : usr 5totfa **T*t* 

fa *C***) Comrade c^rtPs *3 c*1 sne**--** *lt* Ceylon, Nepal, Burma oft* TOtt** 
C’rR oTO *t** i <srt**i int(‘rnal revolution- -*7f***i:** o* *fa I 4*: <7t1>l 

'irflRt* *T*f* *T*?| fro 'Sfl C5 I Sit fa* Oft* 4% f to* *fcTORt*5i **C*$ S^Tff) I 

Comrade dyoti Basu c* oft#* t?ri^ 

8ri JYOTI BASU: On a point of older, Sir Is the honourable 
gentleman enl it led to call me hU eomrade:' (Vitainh I am not his comrade 
end therefore he should address me in the propei way. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Do you object to his calling you comrade? 

8ri JY0TI BA8U: \es. Sir. 1 do object, because 1 am not his comrade 
and 1 do not intend to be his eomrade. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hen the honourable member need not address him as 
< cinradc. 


Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE: 

? T ^ ™ ' ** ”* fir • 1, ^ r '" « ^ cm ,, f BC ^ ^ m, 

1 1 ^ ^ " ,rWM Ci " , ' , 1 r *5fr* „r 5 ^ f,« ; s-c^, 

.faLT^ 1 C,? 3JfW " ”” f ' r ^ 5,: ' ftftw ^ Ct irm 

•«rif,f,r ¥ ^,5-j *r=T >lfw n,l ,|» 

8ri JYOTI BASU: On u point ,,t order. Sit. A-, \„u know (lie ourti 

in I tv ’i uh-'judn-e , * J ^ ’ W « 

,„ jf r ' 8PEAKER: If i< a '“Miff, Dr. Hnnei jee, von sl.oul.l not refer 


Dr. SURESH CHANDRA BANERJEE : Port, CT ntrike r^ l3 

^■ 7 ’ n r '" R 1 c,,,, ' ci, ^ «r» Wateh and Ward in, ^ 

r<cs,r i,rc^ft ■ , ' l «« CTWi WTV, nTnc tMW , ,flj ^ 5 , 

wfiw yt-j, s«c< ft: owe* tw wt* wc ? w wc« ^vm- 


\lJ:i ,L !;"" UrM '.l li ..^ , ‘? l > 1,1 the Hombay l^ialative Assemblv Sri 
I ' I. SJ1< I that the Kiound for Jlr. Dance's detention uaa that 

unlawful*" IIIVIU t“ S 1,11,1 folh.wera to eolleet anna mid form 

«.» f ? c arl "y a, “ ;i , Im ’ " 1,,i »-' 1 ‘ 1 '' >“••>• "f eufiotage. Mr. ]),,nire is the 

te 1 s< “' r( ‘ ,i * r ' UD<1 ' - ■‘“•l*- the leader of fife Con.ninni^^arty in 
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sto 4tto fVR^ c=nsi i 4t*tc=F 4t to* torto fa mm 31 cron to 4 ^ ■ 

4t *<t! nR (M* 4$ fa*T TOTO=TI TO1 $f$3 I ’nl=Rl a?f^ 4t nR 3tfa, mTOT 'm^totRR 

TOl nfa nt=T iltPf, 37R RR| TO 4$ fto R n=TS TO n;rTO=T TO TOC^ 3tC3 ^TOR fa 
nit 4=f? R$fa *5 R-ft TO^R ^ TO 3 nT=T TO =11 I ^ TOTOR 4* fa?l£t TO RTO 
=FR‘I nffa ![fa? TOTTO =Fpy I 3tt W’T'f n3=F CTO TOTO RTO ^ ![f^F mfRTRrc=R 
CTO TOl =11 TOt? CTO 'TO 5355 fa ^1 1 4 TOT CTO tsflft Rl TOfa nRl =rrRn*3 TO 
^fjR meTOn 5 RHC 3 PR 3 TO TO 4 t fro TOfiH ton nit I 4 ^«irf S TORT TO TOTS 

TO, CTO TO toftm TO^l <TO!5 TO pF£ =11 pF| =TTfan3 nto31 CTO TOT, nstnfafo TOlR 
*Tpf*R3 =F3* V\\ TO I 4^ n=FR C=TOt TO TO=F 4=T‘ RlTOR CTO3 TO I nfa m3totTO 

n$R=?i 4n* s mw*R to to TO*r=i 3tro 4 t Pmfci cntcfct =fc£r cro to =ti i 

4 t to cnt to$ nTOR*?t tf^fR <arft5 3 R tot <nRR to *?J& tto i 3 R 4 ^ zm— 
m =T3=r RTO TO RP!5 4n* to fan = 11 — r mrogfa areac* protected area — nento 

WR* tl TO TO?? 5 — 4^1 ^ 3 Tn TOR I ’ntRtt TOrfa, TOplfc *ttf cTO TO Z 5 SfRtTO nTO TO 
nroRTO, m fa^ TOifs cTOn ’ntR 4 =r fa 'AoA n^i? 'Am— 3tr* *j;n ^fr 1 4 to w.^ nftTO 
mtrs m c^TO too tor w^tt, WTOTO too tor srt ’mrr's tf^R? j rR 1 w^fRStcm 
TO toito cto tontn 3^^ 4 *rTO 3 i ^rmi^Pto c 5 ! n^Prs to to cnfaTOTOro 
c»lt I ^ 3 ^-: 4 t *RC«tn 4 Tf 5 T.Cll^S 4 $ fTO TOR tfC^n ^05 | 4 $ fTO 

4^f n;c"tR*?t ’nicy? i n : t , nitcn ctos cnt^c^ nc^’jpcn o to toir 3 m 

ct \ ir ^io<n fc fr toc 3 ^RC3i 1 cnt ^ ntt’R nTO4? .> toi i to nnc9i 

ni?M? to C4 cn ’nnfTOt^ ^^to c^Sr m ctoi civil war <f^tto a^R ^mci? cnt 
cnRc^ ’nik^ ^TtR 3 rc pi? 4 n: 31^ d to ’ntiTO =tni PtcI^ totr to ni 1 ^pRt^r 5’cn cn 

4^3( C^rRC*? T3nt C^fR nf-Tl T*£l TORI 4R‘l ^PtTO =13 ‘FCiTO ^'C3 ’ttPf =11, TOltTO n^tC^Tl^ 
TOT-F CR-ft, 3ft TORI ^3*M C=1C3 ^tt =11 t 4THC-I 3 TO=R TO TO TOT U =1tn ‘^’Tl TOC^ I TOl 
to^i n-Ri f%r»tr=Rc3 TO 3 rnw n?c* ‘sfo^cn^ tP tfcf ctoic? r 3Ri ca 
?RC3 TO=J, 31 W ^ ^ tn ' Tt1,^l ^ , V 1 TO71 =R I 

4t *RM'l n:Cft*f-n PR »Rvf*l ^TO TOT3 %I>1!» =Fvfi =T=n TOR I TOR =13 pFf 

nftofd =ffn5f*it s tlll??r Pt=fc^ i =R3 eoninninism TOR nfTOfc^ Pr^c* TOR TOR frgt =rt I 
TORI 3 l>ft C*T TOICTO cnci nRHtCTO ?tPl3 irS^F TO3 TOR TOR CTO TO=FT =1 At R, TO3 
n=FTT "ft fa T^P3C3 TO =F-TC3 *ftR I 4t TO‘f ’PT’I C=TRt «1pR1 TO 

TOfa i nfTOtcro =Tff®n Pof&?:3 nro-nmi TOcn^ «tr=ti »pt^=i nPr ncnt tori ^nt^t-tl^i-TO?^ 
ntRR *f^TO^ I ^3fl*s TOn Tpl^pl? ^4=1 pT’R^i CTO nfoRM nit, TOR nfsRlM $|J 
vftt ^ t faTO PRFC 1 * I 

Sri tlYOTI BA8U : TO ^f-RR PRR'S 3* 

Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : f^TO-t|^i-=n^ ; r TO TtPl3 m c^r-R CFTO) 

pF 4R 4^=1 31 TO H9 I 3R pF^t^-tl^n-W? 3 ! TO4=T ^1R 4BRR TOF^Pt =Fin ^3^ RC 4 ^ 

4ifnt n=n fcft® i cnt toqPt ?tw? — 

(> ) q&f A 4^* $5^ n^=FT^ TO M^lRR =tTf?Rl =FpTR RSHI 5f^3 I $3 ^?PR"tt ?S=1 =T1 
cto n*RTRi ntto men ^ tor R*R cn-Tt 53m Sfs 3 =R 1 
(^) it g TOR*t =f^r#Ri tpntRn =ttr ctot =13 ms>c3 4<Tn TOro ent m nt^R 
nro 3*rm nRrWnuft rym tor 4=t: ent m %a, toto, enrfey, 
m3 TOtorn tlfeton mre^ ^r ^3 *w\ Ptc=r i 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I>r. Banerjee, I am afraid you are speakiug 1 beyond 
the scope of the Bill. 
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Dr. 8URE8H CHANDRA BANERJEE : MHf ww? c*m* 
f^i tovj ^^5 c^rrefl 4 * few fcrvtT i w «nfe few 

fV5W ▼yfSff *ttB' 'stntfe wfe?tr i 

Ts^tc 7 ? cm «rf?? fett* fe-w =rfc i fVi ^srzftv facstre* wn *£f fewm i ^wt* 
4$ «rwt^ *«n oc«$ wr ?w t sr^h ntre yti it fes ^rm *ttr* c* 
imr'WTfw ’BpsfejtOT *#mn w 4 S' fere §rvtT*i ^ m i 

>rCT TOT 4**t« Et* C*l ^ferci 7 T 5 I^f qrci ffoi tf®i *k% ^ ^ Sects* w *’ro 
^'wc 6 ^ w?i Sfre i *i)vs *t** c^rstt* *m sfa'Q *nstn 

^5i Upiw c ^ 01 ^ 4E*ci <*w ^fe«rtt$i ^tfafaffe 

^rmt wn ferfetti <*tft <xzil$ otc*w £ ^t't fat* ott* *e«t *) ^t*n 

CE&l 5Ttf*l ^ 4HT Jrtc^ «TC v t , *t*3 ttfej *1* W* ^ 

^to< nr*fa i 

Mr. SPEAKER : I should ask you to confirm yourself to the subject matter ot 
the BiU. 

Dr. 8URESH CHANDRA BANERJEE : C5H1 wm *tro ™ 

irm ^st3 Mo-fr^ 4 ^ $ftrsi mm «nn fafr* *tfsmwr *ttf5 *raw 

^nrfw fers ^itw ^ tpt?i ^--n Sf&~s i wx »rc* ^jfew mtw ftfcfa&'nffi c*ira *frt* 

^pj }t^fe«iTtr'W m ntrs iH -Fh^ src -m *t« ^itra ’rtfeni 

c&gi t*i i 4$ wM ^Ffsr *rft r*i ^wl? tl^' 5 

‘dffl? * ^rrwi fe c 3 ! 5cs?:u ^*11 5i v tfes 

4$ ^vfi c^tC^T ^ffa feft w's? ’Ffft- I 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment ) 

Janab A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMANl * Mr. Sjaakcr, Su. while hjH'akin^ 
on tin* West Bengal Security (Amendment) Hill, HHS. 1 do not lik<‘ to 
leeull the uniortunatt* incidents that took place during the passage ot the 
West Bengal Seciuitv Hill. .Nor do 1 like to reter to tlo* speeches of the 
lionouiahle memlieis ot the Opposition when the Special Bowers (Amend- 
ment I Ordinance, i 010-47 , weie placed in the House ami particularly tin* 
speeches of the present lion’ble Revenue and Judicial Ministeis and also I 
do not like to emulate m\ friends h\ imputing moti\es to the author of tht? 
present Bill. Sii, the West Bengal Seem it \ Act e\en without the proposed 
amendments is .sufheiently diastie. The author of the pi esc of Bill wants 
to change some of the existing piovisions and nhso make ceitain further 
amendments in onler to make the Act much more sfiingent, hut, Sir, he has 
not adduced sufficient reasons \vh\ lie wants these modifications. Sir, the* 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill in tin* Statement rd Objects and 
Reasons only said that it was urgently felt necessary to remo\e certain 
doubts which had arisen as to the interpretation of certain provisions of the 
Act, but. Sir, we feel that Ooveinmcnt should take the House into con- 
fidence and tell us the actual nature of difficulties and how far these diffi- 
culties are interfering with the safety of the State, because safety of th# 
State is the primary consideration and all other considerations must bo 
subordinated. Merely mention of difficulties should no# be sufficient. The 
exigencies that might have existed one or two weeks before do not exist now 
and epeeially after the fall of Hyderabad. Sir. if according to Government 
the exigencies still exist, please tell us because we are no less anxious for 
the safety of the State than our friends sitting in front of us. 

Sir, Dr. Ghosh, when he introduced the original Bill, told the House 
that he wanted these powers for the prevention of illegal acquisition, 
possession or use of arms*, for the suppression of subversive movements 
endangering communal harmony or safety or stability of the province, for 
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the suppression of goon das and for maintaining services essential to life of .< 
the community. So we hope, Sir, that the author of the present Bill will 
give the House some eonvineing reasons in support of his Bill. If the 
Ilon’hle Member in charge of the Bill feels that no arguments are necessary 
and he will carry everything through sheer majority of votes, let him do 
so, we shall only lodge our feeble protest. 

Sir, when we discuss the Bill clause by clause we shall be able to discuss 
them more elaborately. But at this stage 1 would like to draw the atten- 
tion of the House to the clauses which 1 consider to be absolutely pernicious. 

Let us take clause ti of the Bill. The Member in charge wants to omit the 
words “on reasonable grounds” from sub-section (7) of section If) of the 
Security Act. Let us read the section after deletion of Ihe words “on 
reasonable grounds”. The Provincial Government, if satisfied with res- 
pect to any particular person, etc. The words “if satisfied” have no mean- 
ing without the words “on reasonable grounds”. Sir, who is going to 
administer the various provisions of this Act — certainly not the Hon’ble 
Premier, nor Ihe Hnn’hlc Minister in chaige of the Home Department 
bemuse neither they have the time nor it i> possible for them to examine 
each and individual case; even if they want to examine, they will have to 
depend on the reports of theit officers even though the reports may not he 
based on reasonable grounds. Sir, who ran sa\ in the present 'vicious 
atmosphere that all the officers of the Government aie impaitial. free from 
communal bins and also honest. Such being the state of affairs God alone 
knows what will he our fate if somehow or othei we incui the displeasure 
of flu* officials, specially the police. The words “on reasonable grounds” 
was a sufficient cheek on the vagaries of unscrupulous officers. 

Sir, in the original Bill flu* words “on reasonable grounds” did not find 
a place but file Select Committee after careful coiisideral ion inserted these 
words. Sir, we also do not see sufficient justifications oi the amendment of 
section 17 and also the proviso to sub-section ('J) of section )ff) Sir, it is 
not the members who sit in tin* opposition who have taken objection to the 
provisions of the Bill but even some of the stalwart member'- of the Govern- 
ment party have also taken objection to the provisions of tin* Bill. Sir, 
we do not Know what will be the final attitude of these metnbeis towards 
the amendments to tin* Bill they have tabled. Probably the\ will be sub- 
jected to the pa it \ discipline but all the same we can take it that their 
sympathies are with those amendments. Sir, in a demoeiatie Government 
one must submit to tin* rule of majoiitv even though it may be unjust. 

Before f sit down 1 would request tin* honourable members of the Utilise 
to read today’s editorial of the ‘‘statesman”, it the> have not already 
read. The editorial has given a pen picture of tin* amendments which the 
Government seek to introduce and it" consequential effect and the editorial 
deserves the eongi at illations of all right-thinking men. Sir, I cannot 
resist the temptation of quoting a few lines from the editorial— “Burcau- 
craeies are not infallible There is moieover a relevant legal maxim 

that justice should not mereb he done, hut appear to bo done . 

Janab MUDASSIR H088AIN: Mr. Speakei, Sir, I had no desire to 
take part in the proceedings toda\ bee a use this debate of today reminds me 
of a speech which was delivered by our honourable leadei, Mr. Kiran Sunkar 
Uo\, when he was the Leader of the Opposition. Sir, he said on the last 
day of his budget speech^ “You may have lcason on vour side, \ou may 
have justice on your side* \ou mav have logic on \our side. \ou may have 
right on your side, but if you have no effective vote on your side your cry 
is a cry in the wilderness and you will he treated just like an abandoned 
child in a forest”. 

Thft Hon*bl© Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYS The last two lines are not 
mine. 
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4anaK) MUDA88IR H08SAIN: The last two. lines are mv comment 
over \our learned speech. So, Sir, show ot reason, show ot logic is useless 
and is of no avail. Therefore, Sir, 1 had no desire to take part in the pro- 
ceedings of this Assembly today, but, Sir, by my silence it may be thought 
that 1 consent to this Hill, this hluek Hill as black 

(laughtei). This Hill which is as dark as grtfalN 1 I 

Now, Sir, the western torm ot demoeraey is not suitable to our counirv. 
I have said this more than onee on the Hour of this House. The western 
iorm ot demoeraey is not suitable to the genius of this eountry. and this 
Hill, Sir, proves coneluMveiv that I am eorreet. According to (lie western 
torm ot demoeraey , whene\er a Hill ot momentous importance is considered, 
j]u k Opposition and even other party aie called, and their counsels and 
ad\iees taken Hut, Sn, in this Assembly t h« k parts m power todav in their 
airogance, having become drunk and intoxicated with the possession of 
power, have thrown to the wind all forms ot ad\iee; such advices are 
legally and formally given to tin* pait\ in power m other democratic coun- 
tries 1 he\ are moving' in then insolent wav My bumble opinion is that this 
Hill will defeat its own object. "W hen a penal measure is passed, it is 
passed for. the puiposc of suppressing offences or any other things. Hut, 
Sir, in this case v oil ( ongress gentlemen I appeal to them through you, 
Sir i laughter >— ( A vni( r from nil Govi.rnvii.m him iiks : ]|e has 

managed to remember you) - you ha\e vom own expei lenee th.it suppression 
and oppression are ot no .i\ail to prisons who are bent upon to aehe\e their 
object i\ es when the\ ale guided In some ideal. (A uil( 1 irom t ioVKUN- 
Mi.xr lu-.y iiks : 1 lie foreigner was then* then ) You aie playing the part 

"t tin* foieigne? now I lie foreigner was better than vou are. ThcV 
suppressed you, tlrev oppressed vou. tlie\ put you in jail, and vou were 
f ,7J t tfs $ , and wliat was the result? (amid the Hrifisb suppress 

tin* heart or spirit ot Mahatma Gandhi or Pandit Nehru or Abul Kalam 
Azad and other pel sons!’' No So, Sir, 1 ,»ppeal to von with all ihe eurnest- 
ness that I can eommand that it the\, the British, who thought of you at* 
their enemv , could not suppiess vou h\ putting vou in jail, by torturing 
\ou, bv oppressing you, and doing ceitain other things, do \ou tliink that 
> ou can supples, s this movement which \ ou aie bent upon doing In simplv 
taking powers and putting certain prisons in jail without trial? I do not 
think you ran do that. (The Hon’bh* Sri Hums Svnkak Hoy: Which 
movement?) The communist movement. I am a plain-speaking man, an 
outspoken man. I do not know what is duplicity. ( 'unsei|uently 1 think 
this is directed against the eommunisls. (\ \un r, irom GovI'.hnmknt 
RRnciik* : So, vou ale speaking on behalf of the communists ! ) (Shuik 
MotumW) H VI’IQUK : We are foi faiiplav.) Vou are plavmg the part ot 
the Hrilisli and tlie ionimiiiiisf s .u,- plaving the part of the Congress. (A 
vok f irom (ioVKiiNMiM hkm ii i. s : Hut what pa it aie mil playing?) We 
are in the middle path neither this sid»* nor that .side. 

Then, Sir, mv immlde submission before vou through vou, Sir. always 
through you— is that you should calmly consider and think over the matter 
as to how you can put down this movement. Mv humble opinion is that 
'ou cannot put it down h\ putting them in jail, bv faking more powers and 
bv doing sundry other things. To be successful vou have to follow Mahatma 
Gandhi. You have- to follow the non-violent principle which was inculcated 
by the greatest person of the present time. Mahatma Gandhi. What did 
he say? , W!i*n I spoke on the Draft Constitution, T said that if vou follow 
the principles laid down by Mahatma Gandhi everything will be all right, 
but you never follow them. Instead of that, you follow the principles of 
industrialists, you follow the principles of capitalist countries like England, 
Amerira and such like countries, and vou did not draw up a constitution 
according to the guiding principle of Mahatma Gandhi, What T mean to 
*av is this: vou start democracy from the very beginning, i.e., from the 
village and take into confidence the entire people. You should have village 
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parliament, then union parliament. Then every party — communist, 
Congress, Muslims, Hindus, everybody will come in and give their best for 
the improvement of our dear Fatherland. 

(A voice from the GOVERNMENT henches : Fatherland or Motherland !"> 
Fatherland and Motherland are the same thing. There is no difference. 
Therefore, Sir, the western form of democracy is not suitable to our country. 
Is it proper, is it just to arrest a person and put him in jail without show- 
ing any reason? You suspected a person and you put him in jail. If a 

person happens not to agree with you, you think that he is a verv had man 

and you arrest him and put him in jail and he will have no remedy. You 

play the part of' a Hindu Maharaja 9 ^51 1 

(Janab Syed Badrudduja rose to speak.) 

(The Jfon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar ltoy also rose to speak.) 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Let the lion 'hie Minister speak, Sir; I 
shall speak after (lie Hon’ble Minister; I shall speak on the third reading. 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: We want to hear the Ilon’hle the Home 
Minister first and alter he has spoken we would like to speak as oflienviM* 
we will not know whal aie the reasons which impelled him to bring forward 
this Hill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That cannot he. Yes, the Ilon'hlc Sii Kuan Sankar 
Ro\ . 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker. 1 have heard 
the speeches ot the honourable gentlemen opposite very careful l\ and I 
confess, Sir, the brilliant speech ot the last speaker almost overwhelmed 
me. If I had yielded to emotion I would have witlidiawn the Bill straight 
oft hut duty compels me to proceed with the Bill and I hope in the generosity 
of his mind he will lorgive me tor that. 

Regarding tin* speeches of m\ fiiends Mi Khuda Bukhsh and Mi. 
Rahman I found them criticise the section- and whatever I have got to say 
in this regard I will say when those amendments .ire moved and are open 
for discussion. Regarding Mr. -Tvoti Basil, 1 confess. Sir, 1 was pleasantly 
surprised at his moderation. Then* was maiked absence of his usual abuses 
and vitupeiation. 1 do not know whether it is due to his advancing yeais 
or the dawning ot sense but, whatever it is, 1 congratulate him. Sir, 
Mr. Basil lias moved a motion proposing circulation ot thi- Bill for public 
opinion but i do not think it neee-sarv to circulate tin- Bill, The Ordinance 
on which this Bill i- based has been before the public tor a long time. Tin* 
press which reflects public opinion ha- -uppoitcd fin* steps we have taken 
to supress the suhveisive activities ot the lawless elements. Two elections 
have been fought in which our opponent- made this the principal issue. 
In the Malda election 1 was called the hangman and I was also called a 
murderer because it was alleged I was responsible for all the atrocities 
committed under this Act. Therefore it cannot he said that the AY est 
Bengal Security Bill or the measures we have taken to suppress these law- 
less elements were not before the public. They were before the public. In 
both the elections, the party of chaos and anarchy had been routed. Their 
candidates had to forfeit their security money. I have no doubt whatever 
in my mind that the public has supported us, is supporting us and wi]l 
continue to support us in our attempt to prevent chaos and anarchy in this 
Province. (Cheers from Treasury Benches.) Y\ T e are toW! that we are 
not only enacting the Ordinance, but we are also making -nine of the sec- 
tions somewhat stringent. That i % s true. That is a regrettable necessity. 
The situation in this Province requires stringent measures if we are to save 
this Province of YYVst Bengal from anarchy. Let us examine the situation 
outside the border of Tndia — the situation in South-East Asia. It is 
apparent to every intelligent observer of current events that this preach- 
ing and preparation for violent seizure of power is not peculiar to India or 
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to Bengal. It is part of an international plan. If anybody has any doubt, 
let him look to China with twenty years of civil war; let him look to the 
recent events in Java; let him look nearer home to Bui mu where ministers 
after ministers are being assassinated by these forces of disorder. Burma 
today is torn by sanguinary civil war. Burma freed herself from the 
Japanese. Burma freed herself from the British domination but where is 
her independence today!" Her independence is disappearing in a sea of 
blood; that is the condition in Burma today. We find anarchy creeping 
towards Bengal from Burma ihrough Arakan and I have no doubt in my 
mind that we would have the same experience here if we had not been 
alert from the beginning. Even now we do not know what may happen 
if we allow the forces of disorder to get the upper hand. 

T hope the honourable members will bear in mind the situation in this 
Province when the West Bengal Security Act was enacted first and the 
situation now'. Mahatmaji had not been assassinated then. '1 he love and 
oratitude of an entire nation could not protect him from the hands of an 
assassin. There was no R.S.S. at the time, at least not much activity. 
There was no trouble like the one we had in Hyderabad and which for- 
tunately had ended without much bloodshed. But let us not forget that 
the situation in our eastern border is not peaceful. Occasional troubles are 
taking place and we have to take drastic steps to prevent infiltration of 
undesirable elements from beyond the border. AV e have to be eaiclul in 
the border districts. 

Some friends have expressed misgiving lest this Act be used to suppress 
legitimate trade union activities. 1 can assure them with all the sincerity 
I possess that there is no apprehension for that. So far as industrial strikes 
are concerned— strikes which are declared under the Tiade Disputes Act — 
the Public Security Act can have nothing to do with them. But there again 
ur sometimes find that where there is a trade dispute because of just grm- 
v dices of labour, there are mischievous people who want to utilize Hie 
situation bv misleading the workers into violent and illegal actions. 
Assaults on officials, forcibly compelling the officials to agree to terms 
dictated bv the workers, these aie activities which no (mvernmoni can 
1, derate Nor can we tolerate the anti-soeial activities of smugg ers and 
Machinal keters. We have found the ordinary law inadequate to deal with 
these blackmarketers. Everybody Knows that it is impossible to get cvi- 

{ \ v]]v0 -evidence such as would convince a court of law- -f bat, a person is 

jruiltv of sinupirliiijr or ldark.»arkolinjr. IV, l.a.l to take rnourso to the 
-tmiritv Art and if necessary we intend to take recourse to Him Act inrrens- 
inply for prevention of smuggling and ldiirkiiiarketii.fr. « from the 

Treasury Benches A 

The worst feature of fhe«e parties of chaos is their new programme of 
capturing and collecting amis. For the information of the House T will 
place before them the arms, category by category, we have been able to 
seize — 

Moffvsil. — Revolvers — country-made fi, foreign 39; pistols— rountry-mnde 
14, f 0 ;e; Kn 74 ; puns — foreign-made 2G and eountry-made %; we have not 
got the figures, district by district. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Does that include Murshidabad? 


The Hon'ble Dr. B1DHAN CHANDRA ROY: 

Murshidabad. 


Yes, it also includes 


The Hon’We Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I have not got the figures, 
district by district, hut I know that Murshidabad is also included. 


Janata ABDUR RAHllAN ®«Dp*Q* ! 

please have the microphone working. We 


Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you 
cannot near him from here. 
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The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: But I think I am sufficiently 
audible. 

Then we hud rifles — foreign-made 28 and country-made 2, ammunition- - 
live 18,888 and empty #19, bombs 575, foreign hand-grenades 38, bayonets 9 
and daggers 110, and so on which 1 need not read out. Other weapons 
were also seized, viz., sten-guns, foreign-made 15, sten-guns, country-made 
4, machine gun 1, a machine gun is a much more powerful instrument than 
sten-guns, Tommy-gun which is used in the Army 1, pistol magazine 7, 
carbide magazine 1C and there were also gun-magazine and gun-barrels 
and others which 1 need not go into. 

In Calcutta we have seized 55 guns, 41 revolvers, 9 rifles, 43 pistols, 
508 bombs, 11,271 ammunition and others 173. 

Now, Sir, members will realise that we have seized only a fraction of 
the unlicensed weapons which are in the hands of gangsters Our difficulty 
has been to get evidence and to fix the responsibility on definite persons. 
The. House will remember the incident of Dixon Lane. The facts were more 
or less undisputed, but it was impossible to get at the culprits because no 
witness was forthcoming. The House will also remember the death of Sub- 
Tnspeetor Rumesh Chandra Sarkar who was murdered in a public meeting 
in the Maidan. I will not say much about it noi because it is sub-judicc 
but because it is under investigation which is quite different from a ttuh- 
judice case. But let us not forget that the officer was murdered before 
quite a number of people aud \et the assailant or assailants escaped. There 
must have been some man or men who knew how to use <ln i revolver and 
he or they used it with deadly effect. Another incident which I would 
like to place before this House is the snatching away of the revolver of the 
guard of the Hon'ble Sri Mohini Mohan Barman. T find that my friend 
Mr. Rnfique is amused to hear it. 

8haik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: T am amused because you do not know 
how to use it and because it was in incompetent hands (daughter). 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: In sour hand it would have 
been more useful, 1 believe! (Laughter.) 

It is obvious, Sir, that the scheme which was adopted during the South- 
East Asian League in Calcutta is now being put into execution. Another 
feature of the new programme is that attempts — persistent attempts — are 
being made to corrupt the police. Anybody who reads the numerous pamph- 
lets that are being circulated and also the posters will find appeals to the 
police to join the parly of disorder and overthrow the State. I have got 
several pamphlets here with me but I do not know whether I shall have 
time to read them to the House. Fortunately, this has no effect. But no 
Government can sit idle while these attempts are being made to overthrow- 
the State bv violence. 

Heaven knows, along with the rest of the world we have our difficulties — 
financial difficulties due to inflation, due to less production, due to our indus- 
trial backwardness and also due to corruption and the Government is hard 
put to it to meet these difficulties. But here are factions — and let me say, it. is 
not the Communist party only — who are trying continually to exploit the 
situation. If there is procurement to be made they go and try to prevent 
procurement of foodstuffs; if, due to want of supply, the Government is 
forced to cut down ration, they go and try to excite people for that. They 
encourage illegal strikes every where and stop production and at the same 
time blame the Government lor scarcity of commodities. Wherever there 
are grievances, and there are grievances almost everywhere, you will find 
these gentlemen working underground exciting people to violence. If 
students have any grievance for percentage of failures, these gentlemen are 
there to excite them. If the refugees are dissatisfied or there is a feeling 
between Bengalees and non-Bengalees you will find these gentlemen foment- 
ing trouble, TTie whole purpose of these factions is to create chaoe and 
capture power by violence. 
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As I hare stated before, as lont as the people will have confidence in 
us, we shall use our strength — sutm strength — as the people will give 
us — to prevent disorder and lawlessness turning this fair province of Bengal 
into a battlefield for factions. We have been accused of using the Security 
Act to put down our opponents. This is' utterly false. Who are our poli- 
tical opponents ? I consider those as our political opponents who want to 
get into power by free votes of the people. We shall not use any of our 
powers against them. The Congress has freed India from foreign domi- 
nation. But this is only preliminary work. Much more difficult task is 
ahead of us. To make independence a real independence there must be not 
only political freedom, but freedom from want, freedom from unemploy- 
ment and freedom from fear. The Congress has a plan and has a programme 
and has necessary leadership. If another party can produce a better pro- 
gramme and a greater ideal and better leadership and if the nation accepts 
their programme and leadership in preference to the Congress programme, 
we will have nothing to say. We know that democracy acts in that way. 
But this will have to he done through franchise. The factions which \ve 
are fighting today are not parties which believe in democracy, which 
believe in franchise. Knowing themselves to he in minority, finding them- 
selves hopelessly beaten in elections, these parties which are minority 
parties, want to get into power by intimidation and violence. We are pre- 
pared to take up the challenge on behalf of the majority. We are prepared 
tn take up the challenge in the name of democracy. Wc shall not allow 
the minority to coerce the majority. Some people talk about suppression 
of civil liberty. Who suppresses civil liberty? Not we, not the Congress. 
It is this minority, this faction — unscrupulous and dishonest, which does 
not believe in democracy — not in civil liberty— let them look to "Russia if 
there is any civil liberty there — it is this minority which wants to crush 
all liberties and thrust a totalitarian Government over an unwilling 
nation. And if there is anarchy, will civil liberty survive? Whose civil 
liberty will be saved? Anybody with a Bren gun here will control the civil 
liberty of every member of this House. Anybody with a Bren gulf will 
control the civil liberty of every man in the province. We mean to prevent 
that. We want to eradicate violence. We want to ensure civil liberties 

that democracy can have full play. Democracy can only function in 
non-violence atmosphere. 

T consider, Sir, therefore, that the motion of Mr. Basu is a dilatory 
motion and has nothing to do with the merits of the Bill and I oppose it. 

The motion of Sri .Tyoti Basu that the West Bengal Securistv (Amend- 
ment) Bill. 1948, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion 
by the* 30th November, 1948, was then put and a division taken with the 
following result: — 


Abdul Wahid Sarkar, Janab. 
Abdur Rahman, Janab A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman 8lddfc)l, Janab. 
Basu, 8rl Jyotl. 

Brahmin, 8rl Ratanlal. 

Husan Ara Bagum, Janab. 


AYES— 11. 

Khuda Bukhsh, Janab Md. 

Mahammad Sayaad Mia, Janab. 
Mohammad Raftqua, 8halk. 

Motla Mohammad Abdul Halim, Janab. 
Mudattir Hot tain, Janab. 


NOES— 49. 


BandopadhAya, Sr! Pramatha Nath. 
Banarftt, Sri Sutll Kumar. 

Bantrji, Or. Suraah Chandra. 

Barman, Tha Hon ble 8rl Mohinl Mohan. 


Bttu, Sri Hamanta Kumar. 
Ghandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaeharyya, Sri 8hyamapad*r 
Chakravarty, Sri Satlah Chandra. 
Chattarjaa, Sri Harfpada. 


Choudhury, Sri Anna da Protad. 
Chaudhuri, Tha Honbta Sri Rai Harandra 
Nath. 

Clarka, Mr. C. E. 

Oat, Sri Radhs Nath. 

Oat Gupta, Sri Khagandra Nath. 

Daw, Sri KansHal. 

Ot, Sri Kauai Uri. 

Dalai, Sri Harandra Nath. 
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Dutt-Mazumdar, Tha Hon’bia 8rl 
Nihartndu. 

Ganguli, 8ri Bepln Bahari. 

Gay an, Sri Arabinda. 

Qomaa, Mr. D. 

Haidar, 8ri Kubar Chand. 

Mahanty, 8ri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhlraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maiti, Tha Hon'bia Sri Nikunja Bahari. 
Majhi, Sri Niihapati. 

Majumdar, Tha Hon'ble 8ri Bhupati. 
Mailiok, Sri Ashutosh. 

Mandai, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubahari. 

Mandai, 8ri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookarjaa, Tha Hon'bia 8ri Kalipada. 


Muhammad Qumruddln, Janab. 

Mukharji, Sri Ohlrandra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Basantlal. 

Nandy, 8r! Sr is Chandra, of Costim* 
bazar. 

Naskar, Sri Ardhandu Sakhar. 

Naskar, Tha Hon'bia Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panja, Tha Hon’bia 8ri Jadabandra Nath. 
Pantony, Mr. I.. R. 

Platal, Mr. R. E. 

Poddar, Sri Anandllai. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bia Or. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jajnaswar. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bia Sri Klran Sankar. 
8an, Tha Hon’bia 8ri Prafuiia Chandra. 
8hamsul Huq, Janab. 

8lnha, Tha Hon’bia 8rl Bimal Chandra. 

the motion was lost. 


The Ayes being 11 and the Noes 49, 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar Roy that the West Bengal 
Security ('Amendment) Bill, 1948, be taken into consideration, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — 43. 


Bandopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 
Banarjaa, Sri 8usli Kumar. 

Banarji, Dr. 6urash Chandra. 

Barman, The Hon'bia Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Hsmanta Kumar. 

Bhandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Chakra varty, Sri 8atish Chandra. 

Chat tar Jea, 8ri Haripada. 

Choudhury, 8ri Annada Prosad. 
Chaudhuri, Tha Hon’bia 8rl Ral Harandra 
Nath. 

Das Gupta, Sri Khagandra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanailai. 

Da, 8rl Kanai Lai. 

Dolul, Sri Harandra Nath. 
Dutt-Mazumdar, Tha Hon'bia 8rl 
Niharandu. 

Gayan, Sri Arabinda. 

Ghosa, Sri Bimal Comar. 

Gomas, Mr. D. 

Haidar, 8ri Kubar Chand. 

Mahanty, 8ri Charu Chandra. 


Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhlraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maiti, The Hon’bia 8ri Nikunja Bahari. 
Majhi, 8ri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, Tha Hon’ble 8ri Bhupati. 
Mailiok, 8rl Ashutosh. 

Mandai, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandai, 8ri Bankubahari. 

Mandai, 8ri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookarjaa, Tha Hon’bia 8ri Kalipada. 
Mukharji, 8ri Dhlrandra Narayan. 
Nandy, Sri 8ris Chandra, of Cossim- 
bazar. 

Naskar, 8ri Ardhandu 8ekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon’bia 8rl Ham Chandra. 
Panja, Tha Hon’ble 8ri Jadabandra Nath. 
Pantony, Mr. L. R. 

Roy, Tha Hon'bia Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon’ble 8ri Klran 8ankar. 
San, Tha Hon'bia Sri Prafuiia Chandra. 
8hamsui Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, Tha Hon’bia Sri Bimal Chandra. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 


Abdul Wahid 8arkar, Janab. 
Abdur Rahman, Janab A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Slddiql, Janab. 
Basu, Sri Jyotl. 


NOES — 7. 

Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 
Khuda Bukhsh, Janab Md. 
Mohammad RaAqua, Shaik. 


The Ayes being 43 and the Nos 7, the motion was carried. 


Clause I. 

Sri 4YOTI BASU: I move that in clause l(^), lines 3 to 7, the words 
beginning with “but the provisions’* and ending with “had been in force” 
be omitted. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, as iron will realise, this particular provision which 
is being sought to be moved by Government is vindictive in spirit and 
nature, because it suggests that certain sections like sections 6, 7 and 8 will 
have letrospective effect. That is to say, persons, for instance, who arg 
detained at the moment without trial and whose cases have been lookmi 
into by a High Court Judge may be kept on in detention for another period 
if Government so wishes and they may send up the papers to the Judge for 
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further detention. Similarly, in the ease of certain restriction orders under 
the same provisions which might have expired within one or two months, 
these will automatically be renewed if this particular section of the Bill 
has retrospective effect. As you will realise, Sir, for instance, I have been 
served with certain restriction orders after a High Court Judge released me 
and those orders are amongst others that 1 shall not speak at public meeting 
and so on and so forth. Now in the ordinary course the Government had 
no business to give me such an order when they had given ail the charges 
that were against me and I had giveu my replies. Those charges and my 
replies were looked into by a Judge of the Calcutta High Court. But 
thereafter as T came out of the jail gate, I was served with that restriction 
order by which I could not even go to the workers who elected me to this 
Assembly and 1 could not do my duty as a member of the West Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, hut. Sir, now what is being sought to In* done is 
that not only I hut different people, about 70 people, who came out with 
me from the jail, released by the High Court Judge— they were all given 
such restriction orders. Cnder (he Security Act these orders can continue 
lor three months; under the Ordinance they can continue for six months; 
,md now we are told the\ will continue for nine months and after that they 
mav again he renewed with the renewal of the provisions of the Security 
Act. Similarly, there is another section, /.r., section IS by which Govern- 
ment is hound to give a charge-sheet to the person who is detained within 
a particular period of time. Now that is being extended. The time within 
which a charge-sheet had to he given against a person was 15 days, and 
nmv it is one month, and it is said that this section will have retrospective 
(•fleet. Then 1 is a purpose behind it. This is in order to hide tin* inefficiency 
of the Government and their officers. Sir. T will give \ou an example. 
When I was in jail 1 was given a charge-sheet with just two charge*, 
namely, that I was a member of a party engaged in anti-State activities 
and, second l.\ . that 1 belonged to tile pio\iiicia) committee of the rommunist 
l‘art\. When m\ ease came u i > belnre the High Court oil a hnfuaa rnr/ius 
pciition, Government from Writers’ Buildings sent me a fresh ehurge- 
sheet called supplementary charge-sheet signed h\ Mr. H. Gupta, l.r.s., 
and that was given to me not within 15 days as requited by the Act 
hit, illegally and improperly, after about more than a month. I wrote a 
letter to Government asking them to make up theii mind about the charges 
against me so that f could repl\ to them together, instead of their giving 
me charge-sheets every other da\ Government wrote me hack saying that 
they had made up their mind and that these were the final charge* against 
me. However. T did not take any notice of those silly charges which were 
given to me illegally and improperly. 

Now, Sir. this particular section extends the time within which the 
'•barge-sheet is to he issued to the security prisoners and the defect is being 
rectified by this present section and it is said that because Government 
officers were inefficient and because the Government sinned against those 
prisoners who were detained and wdm were improperly given the charge- 
sheet not within 15 days hut thereafter, they want to wash it away now by 
extending the time for the submission of charge-sheets in future cases. Tn 
the ordinary course those gentlemen should have been released from the 
jails because of this inefficiency of the Government and because the officers 
who were dealing with the security prisoners had not even read the Security 
Act which was passed in this House. Therefore T have given my amend- 
ment in order that that mav not happen again. This Act is had enough 
and so at least retrospective effect should not be given with regard to those 
Particular sections. That is the main purpose of my amendment and T 
hope it will be accepted. 

Jha Hon’bte Sri KIRAN 8AHKAR ROY: Sir. I oppose this. 

Shaikh MOHAMMAD RAFIQUEl Sir, may we know the reasons why 
the Hon’ble Minister is opposing the amendment P 
8 ^ 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot compel the Hon’ble Minister to do bo. 4 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 1(2), lines 3 to 7, the words 
beginning with “but the provisions” and ending with “had been in force’* 
be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
a division called. 

(When the e ta a ceh 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA 8INHA: Sir, may I make a 
suggestion about the taking of a division itself? My suggestion is what 
will be found in Appendix VII of the Regulations made by the Hon’ble 
.Speaker under the West Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

In the proviso to rule 3(b) it is laid down: “Provided that the Speaker 
may, in his discretion, instead of taKj pjg votiffi M. provided for in Order 
3(b), call on the Ayes or the Noes to rise ffitu r j>eata and may, thereafter, 
on counting the persons who rise in their seatsT'either declare the deter- 
mination of the House or direct the division to b<? taken through the lobbies 
in the manner as provided for in Ordef^W) 4 *- 

Now, Sir, my submission would be that, if you find that this sort of 
calling a division is only an abuse of the right to call a division, then, Sir, 
vou may be pleased to count the votes by allowing us to rise in our Beats. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise on the same point and 1 
should like to make a submission that we have been following the same old 
practice for so long in this House and you have not so far interfered with 
the usual procedure under which we have been carrying on and I hope 
there will be no departure from that practice now. Now only the Hon’ble 
Minister seems to think that this is an abuse of the rules, but. Sir, so fai 
we have been carrying on in that fashion. T therefore submit, Sir, that 
you would not at this stage change that particular procedure. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 do not propose to exercise that discretion at this 
stage speciall y whniL AWLioyernment also does not press it. Tt is an unusal 
procedure tha ^mus t he a dopted only in extreme eases. 

The question that clause 1 do stand part of this Bill was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — *5. 


Bandopadhaya, 8rl Pramatha Nath. 
Banerjee, Sri Sutil Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon’ble Sri Mohinl Mohan. 
Barman, Sri 8yama Prasad. 

Basu, 8rf Htmanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, 8ri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 
Chakravarty, Sri Satlah Chandra. 
Chatterjee, Sri Harlpada. 

Choudhury, 8rl Armada Prosad. 
Chaudhuri, The Hon’Me Sri Rat Harendra 
Nath. 

Oaa, 8rl Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta. Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Data, Sri Kanallal. ^ 

De, Sri Kauai Lai. 

Doiul, Sri Harendra Nath. 
Dutt-Matumdar, The Hon’ble Sri 

Niharendu. 

Qansutl, Sri Bepin Behan. 

Given, Sri ArabMa. 

Qhooe, Sri Steal Oomar. 

Games* Mr. 0. 

Haidar, Sri Kuber Chand. 


Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, 8ri Uday Chand, MaharaJadhlraJ 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maiti, The Hon’ble Sri Nikunia Beharl. 
Majhi, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon'ble 8ri Bhupati. 
Malltck, 8ri Athutoth. 

Man da I, Sri Annadapraaad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubehari. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookerjee, The Hon’ble Sri Kalipada. 
Muhammad Qumruddln, Janab. 

Mukherjl, Sri Dhlrendra Narayan. 
Naskar, Srt Ardhendu S ek har . 

Naskar, The Hon'ble Sri Hem Chandra. 
Panfa, The Hon’ble Sri Jadabendra Nath. 
Pan tony, Mr. L. R. 

Roy, The Hon’ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jaineswar. 

Roy, The Hon’ble Sri Kirin Banter. 
Sen, The Hon'ble Sri Prafutla Ch an dra . 
Bhamaul Huq Janab. 4 

•Inha, Tha Hon’ble Bri Steal Chandra. 
Walter, Mr. J. R. 
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AM Mr Rahman, Janab A. F. M. 
aMmt Rahman SlddlQi, Janab. 
Basil, Sri 4yotl. 


NOES — a. 

Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 
Khuda Bukhah, 4anab MS. 
Mohammad RaftQus, Shalfc. 


The Ayes being 45 and the Noes 6, the motion was carried. 


Ill 


Clause 2. 

Sri SYOTI BASU: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2(7) in the pro- 
posed clause (7) of section 2 of the Act, lines 2 to 5, the words beginning 
with “and includes” and ending with “of the community” be omitted. 

I also move that clause 2(2) be omitted. 

Sir, I beg further to move that in clause 2(7), item (5) be omitted. 

Sir, last time when the Security Bill was being debuted in this House 
I asked for certain clear 

Janab SYED BADRUDDUJA: Sir. it is time foi prayer. I think the 
House should adjourn. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Basu, you go on. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: As I was saving, Sir, last time when the Security 
Bill was being debated in this House 1 asked tor certain clear definitions 
of essential commodity, essential employment, and so on, as 1 felt that this 
was very vital, especially so far as the workers’ movement was concerned. 
But in spite of wanting such clear definitions, if \ou will look into the 
original Bill you will find that it has been defined in a way which leaves 
certain things very vague, i.e., that public servant includes any public 
servant as defined in the Indian Penal Code and no other servant or legal 
authority or the railway administration. Thereafter, as far as essential 
commodity goes, the definition has been given. It means food, water, 
fuel, light, power, or any other thing essential for the existence of the 
community which is notified in this behalf bv the Provincial Government. 
But a very vital change has been introduced in this particular substitution 
which is being suggested in section 2 of this new Bill : essential commodity 
is defined as not only food, water, fuel, light or power or any other essen- 
tial commodity; there is no limitation, and it has said that it includes 
certain other things to be declared by the Provincial Government by noti- 
fication to be essential commodities for the life of the community. Simi- 
larly it includes any person engaged in any employment or any class of 
employment which the Provincial Government may from time to time 
declare essential to the life of the community. Now, this change means 
that Government is not prepared to stand an objective test of these defini- 
tions because if they limit the definition by saving that a particular job 
or service is essential, then it would !>e impossible for them to declare any 
and every thing under the sun as essential. But the Oo\ eminent, as w© 
have seen during the last few months, is afraid and is panicky of^any 
objective tests as far as these particular definitions are concerned because 
in that case it would mean that supposing Government under this section 
were to declare a particular service as essential, then it would be within 
the right of a citizen to take the Government to court and ask for the inter- 
pretation of this particular section as to whether it is really an essential 
service or essential commodity. Therefore the Government being afraid 
of that now wishes autocratically to arrogate powers to itself and to so 
declare {hat anv time anything that they wish will be essential service or 
essential commodity, and thereby they will prevent any worker from going 
on strike. 

Mr Speaker you will realise that the Government say— just now the 
R<raT>ie Sri Kiran Sankar Roy said when he was delivering a lecture— 
that the people need not 4>e afraid that Government would suppress the 
legitimate Union activities. But, Sir, the people are afraid because the 
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people are no longer talking theoretically hut they have had actual 
experience of the working of the West Bengal Security Act : they have seen 
how when the Awrita Bazar Patrika strike, for instance, was going on 
not once but so many times workers were arrested under the Security Act 
and then after a little while they were released amt rearrested under the 
Security Act. That, Sir, was of course a legitimate strike and they had 
every right to go on strike yet the Hon'ble the Home Minister tells us that 
he has facts as if we do not talk about facts, as if he is the only honourable 
gentleman who gives us facts and we just talk in the air. But, Sir, here 
are facts and 1 can give, you more facts. That is why I suggest’ that’ these 
two particular clauses should be deleted, and essential service and essential 
commodity should he so defined that there must he an objective test so 
that in the court the judge will decide whether we have acted rightly or 
not. Otherwise it is no use for Government frightening us about Malay 
Burma, China, and so on and arrogating to itself such' autocratic powers’ 
i eople will not give the Government such powers, I know. At the same 
time I know’ what the fate of my amendments is going to be, but still I 
would suggest that this particular clause be deleted and the proper, at 
least the old, definition that is there may remain; otherwise it will r>e 
taking nway all power from the court of justice. 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


(After adjournment . ) 

Sri JYOTI BASU : Mr. Deputy Speaker. I was on m\ legs. I was 
speaking on a particular amendment. I had not finished when the House 
rose for prayer. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Yes, you go on 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir, 1 find to m\ surprise that this particular 
amendment has also been suggested as well as the earliei amendment which 
I moved to clause 2 by Sri llemanta Kumar Basil and Sri Cliaru Chandra 
Bh an da ri of the Congress. But. of course, they are certainly not going 
to move those amendments because they have been told, I think, in the 
Congress Party meeting about the great revolutionary upsurge — chaos and 
disorder, as tliev would call it— that is going on in Burma, Malay, Singa- 
pore, ( liina and what not and which has also come up to Assam and some 
such tiling. So, I think, like little children the members of the Congress 
benches ha\e been a little frightened to move these amendments whereby 
the liberty of the subject would remain a little bit intact. However, as 
they are not going to move these amendments, 1 shall have to move mine. 

Now. Sir, as you will remember, when the last Security Bill was being 
debated here, there was a particular section answering our doubts and 
fears which we bad raised that this Act would be used against strikers and 
against strikes which arise out of trade disputes. Now’, in this particular 
amendment, which is suggested to that Security Act, any strike, it is said, 
which is illegal under the Industrial Disputes Act, lt>47, shall not be 
deemed to be an industrial dispute for the purposes of sub-clause ( e ), t.c., 
it is meant to help the employers by paralysing every movement of the 
employees and workers. The law of Democratic Free India unfortunately 
is that the employers have the right to hire as well as fire workers at their 
own sweet will. That law* has not been changed. As unionism spreads 
amongst the workers, this right is going to be and is being freely used by 
the employers to sack unTon leaders in the attempt to disrupt unions. 
The Congress Government which compares itself sometimes ana compares 
its actions sometimes to the actions of the Soviet Union where it says the 
enemies of the State would have been shot — referring to me it says so — 
tells me that it is doing me a great favour by not shooting me but by 
keeping me in jail. That seems to be its argument whenever it opens its 
mouth, but I should remind it that in the Soviet Union there are no 
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employers who can hire and fire workers at will. Therefore, it is useless 
comparing this present Government with that Socialist Government in that 
country. Here, for instance, what happens is this, as happened in Writers* 
Buildings m July. Ihcre was a demonstration because a particular 
employee was discharged and he was told 4>y the Hon’ble Premier that he 
was discharged because for instance, the Premier did not like the colour 
of his skin i. e., lie did not want to tell the reasons as to why he was dis- 
charged. He said that it was the*' sacred and fundamental right of the 
employer to discharge an employee. (The Hon’ble I)r. Bidiian Ciianiuw 

Knv : * ! ll(I not sa .v mO 1 hat came out in the papers and there was no 

contradiction. 


Now, all of a sudden n mu\ .,<> liaj.pcn that l;t, n o„ 

••niploycc is discharged. 1 be 1 ...on Secretary or some suel, cmplovee i, 
ih'cliaiged by the Government or by the employer or their rations are 
slopped all of a sudden, as happen sometimes in the tea gardens or in other 
places on the railways also— or a worker or an employee may he insulted 
or beaten up by the officers, how, there it is impossible for the workers to 
wait lor lo days to give strike notice and go through all these sorts of 
cumbrous procedure, llicre sometimes the> resort to protest strike for one 
minute, two minutes, ten minutes, twenty minutes, half an hour or one 
hour just to draw the attention ot the Government and the people to the 
Mate of affairs which prevails in particular departments or industries But 
under this new section which is being added to the old Security Act any 
Mich demonstration or strike ot a like nature which 1 have just stated woulil 
not only become illegal but action would be taken under the Security Act 
in future. So, whatever the Government might tell us, this is certainly 
to the advantage of the employer because as we all know in our country as 
in other capitalist countries the employees and workers are always at a‘ dis- 
advantage in their fight against the employ ers and other Government 
departments which employ them. On top of that, il such laws are put on 
*he statute book, it would mean that it would be practically impossible for 
them to have these protest strikes in order to draw the attention of the 
' ountrv to the terrible wrongs that are being committed against them. 
Therefore, T have suggested the deletion ol this particular clause which is 
suggested by the Government and I think that was .also the reason — which 
mduced the ex-fivil Supplies Minister — also to give a dmilar amendment. 
Many members probabh of the Congress benches feel that what T am saying 
i> correct and logical, but. after all. there are Malay and Burma and I do 
not know what other countrio were named all over the world where terrible 
things arc happening and a few tommy guns and Men guns and what not 
have l een seized from some people and people probabh very much con- 
nected with the Congress organisation, but that the Hon’ble Minister did 
not tell us. lie told us about Dixon Tame. He said nothing could be done. 
MV know nothing was done and we have not got any justice because a 
Communist was killed. But the point is, by bringing forward these 
amendments, it seems, the members of the Congress benches who brqpght 
forward these amendments also wanted to say something, but thet are 
being frightened, they are being terrorized and not being allow- 
ed to move their amendments. But T am glad again that they 
did think that such amendments were necessary and T also suggest that 
the people in our country — specially the workers who will be adversely 
affected, because of this particular section in their war against the 
employers — will also support my contention that this particular section 
should be deleted. Government will, of course, get up and say “We cannot 
accept it”. But there is no answer to this. I tell them von mav talk 
about Burma. Ceylon. China. Singapore and so on-vour British friends 


mav terrorise the Malayan people — but that will not help to explain this 
particular clause. Why Hie worker’s right to strike is being taken nwav, 
why his right to protest is being taken awav. hv this particular clause, 

1_„ 1. • 1 Ti l._ J 1.11 1 Ml 1 i <l 
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The point is that these protest strikes, these sympathetic strikes and 
demonstrations do take place, and Government have got power by which 
they can take action against these particular strikes. But these are strikes 
arising out of trade disputes which nobody can challenge— strikes taking 
place because rations are not beilig given /pay is not being given at the 
proper time, a particular employee is being "sacked. These are disputes 
arising out of trade relations with the employers. These are now being 
made impossible under this Act. I kflow that Government oviil try to 
hoodwink the people by raising all sorts of bogey. I have got Sri Kiran 
Sankar Roy's speech with me; whatever he might have said, he has not 
explained why these particular clauses are there. Of course if you say 
that the emergency is such that the Communists are marching on West 
Bengal, then for God's sake ask your Governor-General to proclaim the 
emergency and rule according to that proclamation. But why is it that 
emergency exists only in Bengal and not in India? Why only in Bengal 
is this danger being apprehended? That is why I say that this sort of 
talk will not convince anybody. I know that through the press and through 
the radio Government can have their propaganda against the people, but 
that will not help, because people are politically-minded and they under- 
stand the significance of these things. Even if Government do not accept 
my suggestions, I am sure that the people will understand what I mean. 
The workers and the ldsaru will support me and the people in general will 
support me and the amendments which I have suggested for the deletion of 
certain sections. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I take it that you have moved amend- 
ments Nos. 3, 62 and 5? 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Yes, I have moved them. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : "•fcra rorn, ^ (^amendments 

wtr* tsi wtfa move Ft* JTi, sc* 4* wrfjr Ft* i mm 

Wtnrc wtft Congress Party 05 belong *f?r, jw « amendment 
Party os wtretF^t ynttf 4** party decision 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you speaking on the motion ? 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : I am speaking on a personal explanation. 
<wrtf% ttp t wm* $«t* m reflection 5*r* «rtfk *«ti *^<5 Ft* 1 

Wtft Wtxt* amendments move ?n, \5Pt W«t wt*Ttv* party meetings foqf tfe ^ 

TtvZf, (interruption from opposition benches ) fV* cVTtfe or 

not * — 

The Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: He is speaking on a 
matter of personal explanation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You cannot discuss party matters here. You 
caw speak on a point of personal explanation. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : wrxttv* personal reflection wows*, 

^5t* *?rft<t ^tPivt* r^-Fv* ^tt? 1 wm on jnci of f3r«m 

Wi personal explanation fvmrc wtfx Ft* Of (interruption). 

Shaik MOHAMAD RApIQUE: Whv is the Chief Whip standing 
there? 

The Hon’ble Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: That is his lookout. 
What have you got to do .with that? 

Sri JYOTI BA8U : Sir, before the personal explanation is given, I 
would like to submit that notices of amendments were given by the honour- 
able member and if a personal explanation is required by the member, he 



1948.1 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


117 


has every right to do that; I do not mind that. But in that case if ever 
my name is mentioned, then you should allow me, Sir, to give an explana- 
tion. 

$rl HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U : wmm reputation vwi i 

fcft cswor— ’ 'mm vs vsf c? c fc v fftrcf c* 5 ? 3tt 

i wtfa personal reflection rer ^ i 

Mr. DEPtlTY SPEAKER : That is enough. 

Sri HEMANTA KUMAR BASU : c*r cwrtf^s c^rm c* partyc* represent 

c*t party w 3t*3TT? a ?r$ta3i azvz$ 3tt* ♦p* ’mt* *tc3 

cwm ww fa*:* 9 ^ stfanrnFi mt«msr >ipn 3tw3*ttf * 5 * 

ft*?rfa* qr,t*rrsR even 3H:3s ww m 3i*w*« tf*3 *f^fa3i 

?r.n fa*r 3 ** At fa # jwra:** f> 31 ntft 1 ^ISi’rPpwrettir* *ic* rt3faf*rnr, 

3 ^?^ <t?C 5 T 5 ^ vzv swr:* tz*3 3 ^ fwcrf%5T i c*3ttft T oVa 5» Burma C<tc* 

W 3T*3?nN *f$fa3l- 7 P 4 5Jtt TV (applause) 3 ^ At fa*JProt3C** 

^nr* ntc«f 3T3 fafata, faff* c<fc* tffr* WHT3 (noises and interruptions) *tfa c*t 

c*t* c^fft** *tc*f «rm3 *i 3tt c*l* **41 ws sft *i i fofa Wtc«R S*to reflection *c* 
TT*tf* C^T WfaTPHr 9»f* Clt, ^fl C*$, <m**l Cfft CfOT *3, 'WpTtC** «t3<C*d» *H ^fatC* C*R 
3ft *mi vs \zv faft i 

Mr, DEPUTY 8PEAKER: You cannot say anything except on personal 
explanation. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, the honourable gentlemau rose 
to offer a personal explanation, but is all that permissible ? 

8ri HEMANTA KUMAR BA8U: That is the explanation. 

(Cries of “That is the explanation” and uproar.) 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: Sir, 1 want your protection. I am on 
a point of order. 

(Cries of “you are always getting”.) 

Tha Hon'ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: What is your point of 
order? 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H: My point oi order is this that the 
honourable gentleman rose to offer a personal explanation which he felt he 
owed to the House, because his name was mentioned by an honourable 
member in his speech. The trend of his speech, if you have noticed, Sir, 
I submit, was beside the scope of personal explanation. I want your ruling, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, on this point whether this kind of speech is per- 
missible by way of personal explanation. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: My ruling is that he was quite relevant in 
speaking something when there was an allegation against him. 

Bhaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Sir, I want your ruling as to whether 
the word “traitor” is parliamentary. Is an honourable member entitled 
to call another honourable member a traitor? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 Mease sit down. I am on my legs, t 
think the matter is finished. I won”t allow any more discussion. Will 
you please take vour seat? 

(Cries of “take your seat, take your seat”.) 

Bri JYOTI BASU: Sjir, I was going to ask whether certain word 
which the gentleman had ‘used against me was parliamentary. He said 
that in 1942 I was a traitor. 
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Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER. Mr. Basil, it is beyond the scope of this 
Bill, I won’t allow this discussion to go on. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Sir, I want your ruling as to whether that parti- 
cular word “traitor” is parliamentary or not. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The word “traitor” is not parliamentary 

if it refers to any members of the House. — — 1 * 

■ — - 

Shaik MOHAMAD RAFIQUE: Then will you please ask the honour- 
able member to withdraw that word? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: If it appears in the proceedings, then that 
will be expunged. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 2(7) in the proposed clause 
(1) % of section 2 of the Act, lines 2 to “>, the words beginning with “and 
includes” and ending with “of the community” be omitted, was then put 
and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — 3. 


Abdur Rahman 8iddiql, Janab. i Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 

Basu, 8rl Jyoti. ! 


NOES — 39. 


Bandopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 
Banerjee, Sri 8usil Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon’bie Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, 8ri Syama Pratad. 

Batu, 8rl Hemanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 
Chakravarty, Sri Satish Chandra. 
Chattorjoo, Sri Hartpada. 

Choudhury, 8ri Annada Protad. 
Chaudhuri, Tho Hon’bie 8ri Rai Harendra 
Nath. 

Dai, Sri Radha Nath. 

Das Gupta, Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Data, Sri Kanaiial. 

Do, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Doiui, Sri Harendra Nath. 
Dutt-Maiumdar, The Hon'ble 8rl 
Niharendu. 

Ganguli, Sri Bepin Behari. 

Gayen, 8ri Arablnda. 


Gomes, Mr. D. 

Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, 8ri Kuber Chand. 

Mnhanty, 8ri Charu Chandra. 

Mihtab, Sri Uday Chand, Mahara)adhira| 
. Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Malti, The Hon’bie 8ri Nikunja Behari. 
Majhi, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon'ble 8ri Bhupati. 
Mandai, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandat, Sri Bankubehari. 

Mandai, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukherji, Sri Dhirendra Narayan. 
Naskar, 8ri Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon’bie Sri Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon’bie 8ri Jadabendra Nath. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Or. Bldhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Sri Kiran 8ankar. 
Sen, The Hon’bie 8ri Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, The Hon’bie Sri Bimal Chandra. 


The Ayes being 3 ami Noes 119, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that clause 2*2) be omitted was then put 
ami lost. 

The motion of Sri J\oti Basu that in clause 2(7), item ( b ) be omitted, 
was then put ami a division taken with the following result: — 


Abdur Rahman 8lddiql, Janab. 
Basu, 8ri Jyoti. 


AYES— 3. 


Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 


NOES— 36. 


Bandopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 
Baner|ee, Sri Sued Kumar. ^ 

Barman, The Hon'ble Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Hemanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, 8rl Shyamapada. 
Chakravarty. Sri Satiah Chandra. 
Chatterlee, Sri Harlpada. 

Chaudhuri, The Hon'ble Sri Rai Harendra 
Nath. 


Das, Sri Radha Nath. 

Das Gupta, Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanaiial. 

Da, Sri Kanai Lai. 

Doiui, Sri Harendra Nath. 
Dutt-Mazumdar, The Hon'ble Sri 
Niharendu. 

Ganguli, Sri Bepin Behari. 

Gayen, Sri Arablnda. 

Qupta, 8ri J. C. 

Haidar, Sri Kuber Chand. 
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Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, MaharaJadhtraJ 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Mtjhi, Sri Nishapatl. 

Majumdar, The Hon’ble Sri Bhupati. 
Mandat, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandat, Sri Bankuhehari. 

Mandat, 8ri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukherji, Srt Dhirendra Narayan. 

The Ayes being 3, and the Noes 
The question that clause 2 do st 
agreed to. 


Naskar, Srt Ardhandu Sekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon’bla Srt Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon'bte Sri dadabendra Nath. 
Roy, The Hon’ble Or. Bldhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon'ble Sri Kfran Sankar. 
Sen, The Hon’ble 8rl Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Stnha, The Hon’ble Sri Btmal Chandra. 

3ti, the motion was lost. 

mil part of the Bill, was then put and 


< la use 


8fi JYOTI BASUS Sir, 1 tag to move that in clause i\ in proposed 
section oA(7) line 2, after the words “necessary or expedient” the words 
“on reasonable grounds” be inserted. 

I beg to move that in clause 3, iu proposed .section o.W i\, line *1, tor the 
word “years” the word “months'’ be substituted. 

I beg to move that in clause 3, in proposed section 3B<7), line 2, after 
the words “or expedient” the words “on reasonable grounds" be inserted. 

1 beg to move that in clause 3, in proposed section oBp'5), line 4, for 
the word “years” the word “months” he substituted. 

I beg further to move that in clause 3 in the proposed section o(\ line 
10, for the word “years” the word “months” he substituted. 

Sir, in moving these amendments on this particular section I should at 
the outset like to state that here also as iu other cluuses which we have 
dealt with so far, the dice is heavily loaded in favour oi the capitalists and 
the landlords and against the workers and the hslums, because what is 
suggested in this new section is that it there is any stiriiug amongst 
workers and h slum a and it the\ dare put forward an\ demand foi tatter 
livelihood against vested interests, then in those particular places where 
the hishans and workeis live and work those areas and places will be pro- 
tected by the Government or their agents against the activities of the 
worker^ and kisfums. As soon as these three sections conic into force with, 
regard to particular places special police will he posted and this lawless^ 
law will be Ireely used aiid will be available to disorganise and smash up 
the organised movement of the workers and the kislums. Now, section 14 f 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure has been used by the British in such 
cases where there was a likelihood of disturbance and it is now* being used 
by the Congress Government as well, but it seems that to the new democrats 
sitting there opposite in the Congress benches these power* under the 
Criminal Procedure Code are not sufficient. In ease, for instanee, the 
bosses of a particular industry like jute or ten deride t h at they cannot or 
will not improve the lot of the workers or they decide on mass retrenchment 
or not to raise the wages of worker*, in that case it is well known that as 
vet the people are not -o cowed that they will not fight against these 
conditions imposed upon them by the owners, the industrialists, the land- 
lords, and so on. Therefore the Government are arrogating to themselves 
special power* and they are giving an unholy assurance to the owners and 
the rich that their state, that the -fate of the vested interests will be looked 
after bv the Congress Government. I have tried therefore in my amend- 
ment to minimise the severity of this particular section bv suggesting that 
only if there are reasonable grounds then any area or place can be declared 
a protected place or area, that is to say, I am suggesting an objective test, 
that is, a test which can be fought out in a court of law. That is, if all 
of a sudden the Government take upon their heads that they are to declare 
a particular place a protected area because the workers are preparing to 
fo on a legal strike under the Trade Disputes Act, then if my amendment 
is accepted it will mean I can go to court and the court will decide whether 
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there in reasonable ground for declaring a particular area as a protected area 
or a protected place. Of course, the Government, I know, cannot and will not 
accept this objective test which I am suggesting. In amendment I 
also suggest in place of a savage punishment that is being suggested a 
lighter sentence and a lighter punishment. 

In this connection I would like to point out that my contention is 
correct and the contention of the Government is incorrect. I have 
reserved my speech in answer to the Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar Roy and 
others who spoke today, for the third reading. Even today I can say, 
when they make out a case of revolution taking place everywhere, chaos 
and disorder taking place outside Bengal or outside India, in other parts 
of the world, they are looking round at the whole tvorld and they see the 
spectre of revolution all round, that that is not supported by what they are 
doing in this particular Bill, because we see in this particular Bill that 
every particular clause which was there in the last Act which had anything 
to do with concessions to the workers or the employees or the struggling 
masses in the villages, those particular rights are attacked and are being 
taken away by this particular Bill, clause by clause, as I shall try to show 
you when I go on to the other clauses. It would have been much better 
if the Government, instead of trying to hoodwink the people, told us that a 
communist revolution is on, although the people do not see that, and there- 
fore it is necessary to have emergency powers and then the Governor- 
General could have declared an emergency in the whole of India and 
West Bengal as well and suppressed the communists. The Government 
could have made out that there is a civil war declared, so powers are 
necessary and we would not have to be put to this trouble of going through 
clause after clause of the Bill in trying to amend the Security Act which 
is there. Now as soon as the people rend this particular Bill they will ask 
why is it that when the Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sankar Roy makes out a case of 
Malay, Burma, China, and so on and so forth, the India Government do 
not take action in that manner; why is it that they do not recognise these 
facts which are seen by so far-sighted a gentleman, a Minister like 
Sri Kiran Sankar Roy that tliere is a revolution in Assam and it is march- 
ing through somewhere and it is entering West Bengal — he sees all these 
things and the other people sitting in Delhi do not seem to have any such 
^information. 

We are also told about collection of arms. Those arms mostly have 
been collected from people who are members of the Congress. (A memner 
from the Congress Benches : Question !) They know it. It is no use 
questioning, but the point is that these people are not arrested. That is 
why the Hon’ble Home Minister has said it is rather difficult to put them 
up before a court of law, there is not sufficient evidence. Because most of 
the people from whom those arms have Wen found are Congressmen — and 
the\ have been paid by some of these gentlemen of the Congress — that is 
why it is not possible either to arrest them or to put them up before a court 
of law. They might tell in that case who are the financiers. If they are 
taken to court they might say that they were asked to use those arms 
against the communists, to break up their meetings. That will create a 
lot of trouble. Therefore the Ministers, in order to get rid of all that, are 

Q uietly keeping it in the dark as to from whom they collected those arms. 

would like to know* whether a single arm. a single revolver has been 
collected from a member of the Communist Tarty. By all these words 
and phrases which have b*en talked al>out bv the Home Minister, he is 
trying to divert our atteiflion from this Bill, and from the particular 
clause — clause 3— -about which I have just now' mentioned which is meant 
to suppress people’s movement everywhere, because this is a capitalistic 
State and they know it. I know my amendment will not be accepted. 

•ri D. H. MUKHER4I: I beg to move that in clause 3, in proposed 
section 5C, line 10, for the words “seven years” the words “five years or 
with fine or with both” be substituted. 
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I also move that in clause 3, in proposed section 5A (4), in line 4, after 
the word “vessel” the word “animal” be inserted. 

The Hon’ble 8ri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: I accept these amendments. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 3 in proposed section 5A(/)» 
line 2, after the words “necessary or expedient” the words “on reasonable 
grounds” be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 3, in proposed section 5A($), 
line 4, for the word “years” the word “months” be substituted, was then 
put and lost. 

The motion of Sri .lyoti Basu that iu clause 3 in proposed section 6B(/), 
line 2, after the words “or expedient” the words “on reasonable grounds” 
be inserted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that clause 3, in proposed section 
line 4, for the word “years” the word “months” be substituted, was then put 
and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 3. in the proposed section 
T>C line 10, for the word “years” the word “months” be substituted, was 
then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri D. N. Mukherji that in clause 3, in proposed sec- 
tion 5A(4), in line 4, after the word “vessel” the word “animal” be inserted, 
was then put and agreed to. 

8ri D. N. MUKHERJI: Sir, there will be some consequential changes. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That can be done afterwards. 

The motion of Sri I). N. Mukherji that in clause 3, in proposed sec- 
tion 5C, line 10, for the words “seven years” the words “five years or with 
fine or with both” be substituted was then put and agreed to. 

The question that clause 3, as amended, do stand part of this Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

Clause 4. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U. Sir, how long are we going to sit? We usually 
sit up to 6-45 p.m. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: We shall adjourn after finishing clause 4. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: We may adjourn after 
finishing clause 6. On clause 6 there is a small amendment. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: All right. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Sir, I move that iu clause 4, lines ” and 3, for the 
words “or to endanger the safety or stability of the province” the words 
“or to encourage external aggression” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I am reminded that this bus been made 
much of by Dr. Suresh Banerjce when he was speaking at the beginning. 
But I shall remind him, if it is of any use, that Dr. Ghosh, when he intro- 
duced this Bill in this House, definitely assured us that only processions, 
assemblies or meetings of a communal nature would come under this law 
and no other processions, meetings or assemblies having anything to do 
with any other political purpose. But this amendment which has been 
suggested by Government seeks to make this particular section, i.e. } prohi- 
bition of meetings and prex-essions applicable to ail kinds of meetings, 
processions and assemblies. Now, the difficulties with section 144 and with 
the Code of the Criminal Procedure to prohibit meetings under it have 
not been stated by the members speaking from the Congress Benches or by 
the Home Minister. But I can guess what their difficulties are and why 
they want such wide powers under this lawless law. In case section 144 
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is declared anywhere it almost means that nobody is allowed to hold 
meetings. So in order to give a free scope to the Ministry or the Congress 
Party or any other party to hold such meetings or their black-marketer 
friends to talk at meetings and to prevent particular kinds of meetings 
organised by particular organisations which criticise the Government or 
whi' h are against the Government, such an amendment is being moved by 
the Government. That is the purpose of this particular section which is 
being introduced by the Home Minister. Now, at the same time, while 
introducing this section we hear today, and we have heard before, talk 
about democracy and free election. The Hon’ble Home Minister in his 
speech said— referring probably to communists — “Who are our opponents!' 
We do not consider them as opponents who wish to “apture power by 
violence”. Now, Sir, so many months have gone by since March last 
when the Communist Party was declared illegal, but unfortunately as yet 
he has given no facts to demonstrate as to lion the Communist Party which 
was legal then was trying to capture powei by violent means. That is not 
before the people or before us. But we know what is happening in the 
meantime. If there is an election, at least there is one party which has 
been eliminated, and that party, the only party which could have and 
would have opposed the Congress Government and tried to change it cer- 
tainly by lawful means, was illegalbed ; so that at least one opposition 
goes. That, is why in orde? to prevent the opposition party from contesting 
the elections which are coming in a so-called free India these preparations 
are being mad?. 

These provisions are being added to the already black Security Act and 
we find that little by little the people are understanding it that in order to 
crush the Opposition to have a one-party election and one-party capitalist 
Government, a party of capitalists, /.c.. the Congress Government they are 
preparing the ground for such a state of affairs. (Interruptions from the 
Treasury Benches.) They may interrupt me but the Rouble Minister 
kuows tliat what 1 am speaking is the truth. (At this stage the blue light 
was on.) I do not know why my time is so short. There G not much of 
an Opposition here and the Opposition Benches are empty and so you may 
give me a little more time. And if you will not allow me a little more time 
I cannot do anything as I have always said. I have mentioned some speci- 
fic cases and tried to show why for such cases 1 wanted the deletion of the 
whole clause but that is not allowed under the rules. So T have suggested 
that if “external aggression” is added then meetings and demonstrations 
of a communal nature or of a nature which encourages external aggression, 
only those specific euses will he prevented under this lawless law. That is 
my suggestion. They fear Russia. If Russia come* here, if anybody 
invites Russia, if there is any party in this country which invites Russia 
to come and occupy our country, then by every means prevent such meetings 
and demonstrations of such people from carrying on their propaganda m 
this country hut it is no use making this propaganda just because the 
Ministers know that the newspapers arc with them. They have got their 
radio and they can make all this sort of propaganda, hut who is there to 
believe them? The ordinary people will not believe them. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basil that in clause 4, lines 2 and 3, for the 
words “or to endanger the safety or stability of the province” the words 
“or to encourage external aggression” he substituted was then put and 
lost. 

The question that elapse 4 do stand part of the Bjll was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause >5. 

The question that clause f> do stand part of the Bill was put and a 
division called by Sri Jyoti Basu. When the division bell ceased ringing 
Mr. Deputy Speaker nut the motion a Becond time and declared “Ayes have 
it, Ayes have it”, and the motion was agreed to. 
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Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir, I tailed for a division but you don’t listen to 
me; what can I do? If you please looked at me you would have noticed 
that I called for a division. I cannot shout like others on the Government 
side. I have been trained in a different way; that is the trouble. 

Now, Sir, coming to another point, I thought you told me just a moment 
ago that after finishing clause 4 we shall close for the day. As a matter 
of tact all the Opposition members have leit already under that impression. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: r request um, Sir, now 
to take up clause (i and finish it. 

8ri JYOTI BASU: But then most on this side have gone already. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Vo have the quorum. 

Sr* JYOTI BA8U: \ou have heard the Government, Sir. and, as an 
Opposition member I am requesting you, Sir. to close at this stage. Every 
day. Sir, we have been sitting only till b-4-i p.m. but today it is already 
i-lo p.m. Just now when I asked \ou, you told lie that after clause 4 the 
Bouse will be adjourned and accordingly I think. Sir, you should at this 
stage close the proceedings and let us earn on tomorrow. And. Sir, if you 
do not see your way to do so, there is nothing that I can do 

Tho Hon’ble Dr, BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: We have the quorum in 
the House now. 1 suggested, Sir, immediately you finished with clause 4, 
that we should go on to clause 0 and finish If Sri Jyoti Basil did not hear 
it. it is not my fault. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: But you are not the Speaker. 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: 1 also heard, Sir, that after clause 4 
was finished you would adjourn the House 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: But .» request eame from the Loader of 
the House to proceed furthei and to finish clause (i. It is tin* desire of the 
majority of the House that wc should continue I am absolutely in the 
hands of the House. 

Th© Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: li most of the members 
"f the so-called Opposition do not choose to stay on, is it the fault of those 
who had stayed on? 

Janab SYED BADRUDDUJA: Ordinarily, Sir, we «*sit till G-dO p.m. 
although there is the convention that at times we have sat late hours and 
if in your wisdom. Sir. you desire that we should continue, I have nothing 
to say against it. But I had the impression that the House would be 
adjourned after finishing with clause 4. It is for you to decide, Sir, 
whether the House should continue to sit after that. Most of the Opposition 
members, Sir, I understand, have left already and, as a matter of fact, they 
left as a protest against the longer sitting today. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The difficulty is this. There is no Whip 
of the Opposition and in the absence of any one it is difficult to suggest 
how long we Bhould continue. Therefore I suggested that I shall adjourn 
the House after finishing clause 4. But afterwards a suggestion came from 
the Leader of the House that the Government Party want to continue till 
clause 6 is disposed of. 

Sri JYOTI BASU* Sir, Janab Khudn Bukhsh, before he left, naked as 
to when the House would be adjourned and you told him, I remember, that 
it would close at 6-45 p.m. and he and other members on that side accord- 
lagly left the House under such an impression. 

TBs Hon’bto Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYS At the time you were 
speaking on clause 4 Janab Khuda Bukhsh was not here. 
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Clouse 6. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER? Now coming to clause 6, Mr. Basil, are 
you going to move your amendment to clause 6? 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Yes, Sir, I beg to move thatt clause 6(7) be 
omitted. 

In this amazing state of affairs, Sir, where Government does not think 
it worth while to make even the slightest bit of concession for 10 or 15 
minutes for moving our amendments it is more or less useless our carrying 
on in this House. Of course we were in your hands but you have chosen, 
Sir, to accept the majority verdict that they should carry on beyond clause 
4. Well, if the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker chooses to do so, we are 
quite helpless. In that view of the matter I am certainly moving this 
amendment and I shall try to do my best to do justice to my amendment 
but it may happen that the blue light may ibe lit and my time cut short. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: No, no, I shall see you get sufficient time 
to speak on your amendment. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: As you please, Sir, I have nothing to say. You can 
do as you please and I can do as I please. You have already ruled, Sir, 
that clause 6 should be finished today and I do not know, Sir, how long I 
shall take to speak on my amendment. It may be till 8 o’clock, I do not 
know. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Don ’t waste oui 
time, please. 

8ri JYOTI BASU: Y our time is not very valuable alter all. 

Government in this particular clause has suggested the deletion of the 
words “on reasonable grounds”. Of course I need not in this connection 
go into the sordid history of how by an Ordinance on the eve of the expected 
pronouncement of the Special Bench of the High Court with regard to the 
interpretation of these very words “on reasonable grounds”, these very 
words were suddenly deleted on a Saturday when on the Monday following 
the judgment was supposed to come out. It is fresh in everybody's memory 
and it demonstrated at that time that freedom means to the Government 
complete and ubsolutest licence and that is that they can do the morft out- 
rageous things. They can encroach on the pronouncements of the High 
Court, gag them and suppress people’s liberty. There were few occasions 
even under the British Raj when such things were done by the Government 
against the High Court. But as far as I am aware never has such a thing 
taken place in England, in Great Britain, although it is an Imperialist 
country. It also shows that in the usual hypocritical manner the Congress 
Government did not mean, when they were moving the West Bengal 
Security Bill, what they said to hoodwink the people. The words “on 
reasonable grounds” were inserted in the Bill but in their heart of hearts 
they had meant to arrest people without any reasonable grounds, if neces- 
sary. But the game failed, completely failed and ended in a fiasco for the 
Congress Government, because the Congress Government is a Government 
of capitalists and is a tool in the hands of the capitalists and is alsp ineffi- 
cient. That is the major thing which has got to be notjeed. Therefore 
this playing with democracy can no longer be continued and so the 
gloves were off and the mask had fallen and the High Court was told to 
mind its own business bephuse it became intolerable that the reasonableness 
of the Government should be challenged by any Judge of the High Court. 
The Government knew that when the case w T as being debated on the peti- 
tion for habeas corpus before the High Court these words “on reasonable 
grounds” taken together with the right of petition on habeas corpus meant 
that those grounds would be considered by the High Court. The High 
Court Judges might come to the conclusion that they had the authority 
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under that lawless law because of these words “on reasonable grounds” to 
go into those grounds and find out whether they were really reasonable by 
an objective test. In fact it was after looking at some of the charge-sheets 
which were given to us in jail when those were presented before the High 
Court Judges that the Chief Justice remarked that if those were the 
reasonable grounds then Government can arrest anybody anywhere in 
India * the courts would be powerless and everybody would be powerless to 
do anything. After all, what was the nature of the* grounds for the charge* 
sheets that w r ere given to us? Sir, I shall now give some exumples and 
then you will realise why these words were deleted. The common ground 
levelled against us was that “you are detained because you are members of 
the Communist Party of India which has been collecting arms, which has 
collected arms, w*hich is creating chaos, lawlessness and disorder in the tea 
gardens, in 24-Parganas and everywhere throughout Bengal”. That was 
the common charge and the second charge was the personal charge against 
every individual. I shall give examples of those charges, and I have 
already mentioned the charges brought against me. As regards personal 
charge I or a member like Mr. Ratanlal Brahmin was told that our crime 
was that we have been addressing labour meetings at every place to pro- 
pagate our party politics. Sir. it was a great discovery that labour mem- 
bers of this Legislative Assembly go about and address labour meetings. 
Another co-prisoner, Sri Gopal Haidar was told that “you have been on 
the cultural front of the Communist Party of India and you have been 
helping the Communist Party through cultural activities”. Another young 
poet, Sri Subhas Mukherji who was a co-prisoner with me was told that 
“vou have been writing in support of strikes in the local, paper of the 
Communist. Party”, which has since been banned but which was then called 
“The Swndhindta”. That was his crime and he was detained for three and 
a half months. Another gentleman who was not even a member of the 
Communist Party was arrested and he stayed with us lor three and u half 
months in jail. That gentleman was told that he had been attending 
meetings in which Government was criticised and that was his crime for 
which he had to spend in jail for three and a half months under detention. 
Another member of the Communist Party was told that he knew Mr. P. C. 
•loshi, the Secretary of the Communist Party of India. So, for a member 
to know the Secretary of the party was a crime, and for that (‘rime he had 
to spend three and a half months in jail. Sir, those were the kind of 
charges framed against us and those were the reasonable grounds for which 
we were arrested and placed under detention. Naturally Government feels 
that these are no grounds at all, and that even with this lawless law thev 
cannot keep us in prison for if this particular section remains, the High 
Court Judges can review such cases. Now the gentlemen thought that the 
High Court Judges would sign on the dotted lines, that people would be 
hoodwinked for they would think that Congressmen were the votaries of 
truth and non-violence, they were good people and could keep the Com- 
munists in jail as long as they liked with the sanction of Judges. But 
unfortunately Judges have not been found who would sign on the dotted 
line and therefore in a panic we find that when a judgment was to be deli- 
vered by a Full Bench, they came with this particular thing which has 
been incorporated in this Bill. So now we can be arrested without any 
reasonable grounds and they are now* preparing those conditions by which 
thev can without any ground whatsoever arrest and keep us under deten- 
tion. 

(At> this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The motion of Sri J ; voti Basu that clause 6(7) be omitted was then put 
and a division taken with the following reanlt: — 

AYES — i. 

| Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 


Basil, Sri Jysti. 
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NOE8 — 33. 


Banerjee, 8ri Susii Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon’bie 8ri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, 8ri 8yama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Homan ta Kumar. 

Bhandari, 8rf Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, 8ri Shyamapada. 
Chakravarty, Sri 8atish Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, The Hon'bie 8ri Rai Harendra 
Nath. 

Oas, 8ri Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta, Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Oass, 8ri Kanaiial. 

Do, 8ri Kanai Lai. 

Dolui, 8ri Harendra Nath. 
Outt-Mazumdar, The Hon’bie 8ri 
Niharendu. 

Gangull, 8ri Bepin Behari. 

Gayon, Sri Arabinda. 


Haidar, Sri Kubor Chand. 

Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Matiaraiadhiraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Majhl, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon’bie Sri Bhupati, 
Mandal, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Man da l, 8ri BankGbehari. 

Mandal, 8ri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukhorji, 8ri Dhirendra Narayan. 
Naskar, 8ri Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon’bie 8ri Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon'bie 8ri Jadabendra Nath. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon'bie Sri Kiran 8ankar. 
8en, The Hon’bie 8ri Prafuila Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, The Hon’bie Sri Bimai Chandra. 


The Ayes being 2 and the Noes 33, the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 6 do stand part ol the Bill was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8— 30. 


Banerjee, Sri Susii Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon’bie Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, Sri Hemanta Kumar. 

Bhandari, 8ri Charu Chandra. 
Chaudhuri, The Hon’bie Sri Rai Harendra 
Nath. 

Das, 8rl Radha Nath. 

Das Gupta, 8ri Khagendra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanaiial. 

Dolui, Sri Harendra Nath. 
Dutt-Mazumdar, The Hon’bie Sri 
Niharendu. 

Gangull, Sri Bepin Behari. 

Gayen, 8rl Arabinda. 

Haidar, Sri Kuber Chand. 

Mahanty, 8ri Charu Chandra. 


Basu, 8rl Jyoti. 

The Ayes being 30 and the Noes 2, 


Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhiraj 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Majhi, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon'bie 8ri Bhupati. 
Mandal, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubehari. 

Mandal, 8ri Krishna Prasad. 

Mukherji, Sri Dhirendra Narayan. 
Naskar, 8ri Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Naskar, The Hon’bie Sri Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon'bie 8ri Jadabendra Nath. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hon’bie Sri Kiran Sankar. 
Sen, The Hon’bie Sri Prafuila Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, The Hon’bie Sri Bimai Chandra. 


NOE8 — 2. 

| Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 

the motion was carried. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-40 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 28th September, 1948, at the Assembly Ilouse, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
tinder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 , 
as adapted. 

Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
*28th September, 194$ # at 3-30 p.m. 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Sri Iswar Das J*i.an> in the Chair 
Hon’ble Ministers and 02 members. 


, 12 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The West Bengal Security (Amendment) Bill, 1948 . 

Clause 7. 

Sri UYOTI BASU: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to mo\c dial m clause 7, 
tor the proposed section 17, the following be substituted, named : 

‘‘17. Save as hercmaftei m this section otherwise provided, an order 
made under sub-section (/i <d section Hi shall he in force for such period 
not exceeding two months as mn\ he specified in the order or for the period 
subsequent to the date ot issue of such order during which this Act 
continues in operation, whielievei is less, unless earlier cancelled In the 
authority making the order: 

Provided that — 

W the Provincial (io\ emment mav it and v<> often as Jt thinks fit, 
before the date on which under this section ain such order 
would otherwise have ceased to he in foicc, 

(/) ill the ease of an ntdei undci clause (a) of the said sub-section, 
place before a Judge ot the High Court in Calcutta the 
grounds on which the order is made, the lepresentiitions, if 
any, made undei section 18 hv the person affected thereby, 
and such further materials as the Provincial Government may 
think fit and the Provincial Government shall in accordance 
with the decision of the Judge, thereon, issue an order of 
release or a fresh order of detention for such period not 
exceeding two immllis as may be determined by tin* Judge: 

Provided also that the person affected by the order shall be entitled 
to be defended or represented by any lawyer or other person 
before the Judge; 

(it) in any other case, issue after considering all the circumstances 
of the case, a fresh order to the same effect and subject to the 
same limitations as to duration as in the first instance; 

(b) notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, it shall be lawful 
for the Provincial Government to release at any time, if it so 
thinks fit. any person in respect of whom an order under sub- 
* clause (i) of clause (a) has been made.” 

Sir, the purpose of this amendment of the Government is to take away 
the right of the person detained to place his case before a Review Judge 
of the Calcutta High Court. Government in the previous Act having made 
a mockery of the courts is now showing distrust of even a review to be made 
of the Higl1 Gourt ’ ^ would be an em parte decision 

which the Judge will give and he would sit in camera. Nor can any person 
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appear before tbe Judge to represent the case of this particular deten 
Now the Government, it seems to me, feels that even such Judges of tl 
High Court who are reviewing the cases of the persons detained wit hoi 
trial are incapable of judging and understanding the grave menace whic 
is threatening West Bengal in particular from inside the Province and froi 
outside— from Malaya, from Burma, from China, and so on and so forth- 
it has been said yesterday — including of course Russia. In fact, as tl: 
Review Judge has proved incapable — Government so thinks — and has h 
off a vast number of detenus , it is necessary to deprive the Review Judg 
of his statutory powers at least foi ten months. For public consumption ( 
course, if you will read the Statement of Ob je jets and Reasons, you wi 
see therein it is stated that the cases of detenus will as often as necessar 
go up to a Review Judge for review. But, in fact, on reading even one 
this particular amendment which has been suggested by the Governmen 
it would appear that for ten months there is no question, unless Governmen 
so desire, of placing the cases of the detenus , the charges ,md the replies 
before such a Review Judge. In case of restriction orders similarly where!) 
persons are, for instance, denied the right to participate in meetings or t 
move about freely to propagate their views, which orders again are arbitrar; 
coming us they do from this particular Government which lias based it 
whole ease on untruths. The period of nine months of such restrietioi 
orders and thereafter with the powers that the* Government is seeking fo 
renewal of the restriction orders tor another nine months - these are mean 
that people in the Opposition will be prevented from expressing their point 
of view before the people of the country. In case the Government feel; 
that there are lawless elements in the country, in case those element 1 
appear before the people and speak to them, and in case they commi 
sedition or they in their speeches incite people to lawlessness and disorder 
a trial may he held under other provisions of the existing law\ But t hi: 
measure is meant to crush in any ease the Opposition on unreasonable 
grounds. The thought of trial for sedition 01 for inciting lawlessness anc 
disorder is repugnant to the Oongiess now. Tins nnv clause which ha* 
been given notice of by the (ion eminent means that the Government 1 ? 
unable an,\ longer to pla\ about with democracy and has taken recourse tc 
naked, unashamed fascism. Under the hea\\\ hands of repression have 
fallen not only the ( 'omnumists. although it has started with them, but the 
Forward Bloeists, Socialists and others of the Left, and not only they, but 
even Congressmen have not been spared, as for instance, the strikers of the 
Amrita Bazar Patrika or the Jugantar Patrika. Whether one took part 
in the 1942 struggle or not is of little consequence, because all those people 
who have left the Congress are coming under the heavy hands of repression 
of this present Congress Government. Thus my amendment seeks to make 
review by the Judge compulsory and within two months. I suggest in 
my amendment that in all only for a period of four months a person can 
be detained without trial, if it is at all necessary — in any case not more 
than two months by Government, and another two months if the Judge so 
desires. I have also provided in my amendment which I have suggested 
for u personal representation by the detenu himself before the Review Judge 
or through a person whom he chooses. This is in order to enable illiterate 
persons or less educated people to appear before the Judge and explain 
their point of view. Furthermore it is a very important point — as we found 
it by practical experienceMn our own cases — to examine whether the docu- 
ments which the Governnfent place before the Judge are false or not because 
we do not know* when, together with our replies to the charge-sheets, in 
order to justify its charges against us, it places all sorts of evidence and 
documents against us; we have no means whereby we can challenge the 
authenticity of such documents. Sir, you will realise that the wav the 
Government has been acting, the way it has been preparing its case basing 
itself on absolute falsehood, there is every reason for us to suspect that the 
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documents which are placed before the reviewing Judge of the Calcutta 
High Court, if ever placed at all, are either false or made up by Government, 
Therefore I have suggested that every opportunity should be given, even 
if the Judge sits in camera , to the detenu who appears before the Judge 
either himself or through another representative, to at least challenge the 
documents which are placed against him. I know it may be said, for 
reasons of safety of the State and so on, that this cannot be done, that the 
detenu cannot be told what is the evidence against him. In that case of 
course I shall be helpless and I shall have nothing to say. If that be so 
why have this farce of a High Court Reviexv Judge and all the rest of it 
been maintained. In any case, as I pointed out last time when the Security 
Bill was being discussed here, it is contrary to all principles of jurisprudence 
that a Judge of the High Court should he called upon to give an ef-juirte 
decision. That provision was hud enough already and on top of that if 
you now provide that the person — that the accused person-- cannot appear 
before the Judge, then it is almost worse than useless, hut curiously enough 
even with this provision the Government is not satisfied, They are now 
suggesting that at least for ten months from now on detenus will not have 
this statutory right to place their cases before the reviewing Judge. That 
is why, Sir, T have suggested my amendment. 1 of course know what the 
fate of this amendment is going to he because the Government has made it 
amply clear yesterday that they art* going to crush all opposition and they 
are not going to permit us to carry on in a democratic manner in this 
country. All the same I have math* my suggestions not only for the 
Government but for the public to realise what the Government is making 
of justice in our country. Let tin* people wake up whilst yet there is time; 
otherwise the fate of Hitlerite Germain is going to overtake tin* people of* 
this fair land. 

Janab MD. KHUDA BUKH8H : Sir, 1 bog to move that in clause 7, 
in proviso (a) to the proposed section 17, lines 1 and 2, fot the words “may, 
if and so often as it thinks fit," the word “shall" he substituted. 

Sir, yesterday 1 had occasion to draw your attention to the wording of 
the Statement of Objects and Reasons and compare it with the body of the 
section. Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons stall*, s amongst other 
things “To make it hevond all possible doubt that an ordei of detention 
under sub-section (/) of section HI may he reviewed b\ a Judge of tin* High 
Court more than once and while extending I he oiginal duration of such 
orders to limit tin* period of subsequent extensions". 

Sir, you will notice that tin* way it has been worded in the Bill does not 
make it obligatory or mandatory on tin* part of Government to submit the 
papers in respect of a detainee to a High (’ourt Judge, but it makes it dis- 
cretionary. Sir, l submit that a High ( ourt Judge is certainly not less 
anxious than a Government official to preserve the stability and tin* safety 
of a Province. Sir, a High ('ourt Judge is certainly not less impartial than 
a Government official. The whole idea behind this referring of papers to a 
High Court Judge is that a mind other than Government’s other than the 
authority that makes the detention order, should he applied on the 
circumstances and on various other conditions that make it necessary for 
the Government to issue detention order on a detainee and keep him in 
detention without trial. 

Now, Sir, when the Government have taken powers to keep a person 
in detention for as long as nine months without trial, it becomes all the 
more incumbent on the Government to submit their cases before a TIigh 
Court Judge especially when the High Court Judge is expected to look into 
those papers in camera , and the accused, that is the detainee, should have 
the facilities of being represented by either himself, that is, personally, 

by his lawyer. Sir, indeed what wc wanted to achieve by this referring 
rf the papers of a detainee to a High Court Judge has to a very large extent 
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been frustrated by the deletion of that all-important phrase ‘reasonat 

S ounds”. Sir, it can indeed be argued that referring of papers now to 
igh Court Judge would not be as fruitful of results as it would ha 
been if those words were there. But if my amendment is accepted 1 
Government it certainly gives the detainee a right to have his papers look* 
into by a High Court Judge to find out whether there are any reasons at al 
It also gives Government a chance to exonerate itself from any blame th 
might attach to them if the papers were not sent. Sir, the powers a 
sweeping and a man is now being proposed by Government to be kept 
detention for as long as ten months — one month by the police and nil 
months by a Government order. Surely the Government can collect suf 
eient data to satisfy a High Court Judge who is, as I said, as imparti 
-as a Government official and is as anxious for the maintenance ar 
preservation of the stability and safety of a Province as any one of u 
Then onl\ we can say, Sir, bureaucracy or the Government officers have n< 
vented t licit spite or their wrath and have not put up a got-up case befoi 
a High Court Judge to have a person detained. That is why 1 said that 
must be made mandatory and obligatory on the Government to pla< 
everything t hat they have within these nine months before a High Con 
Judge to justify a person being detained without trial. 

The Hon’ble Sri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY • Sir, ma t \ I sa\ just one < 
two words. So far as the amendment <d Mr. Jyoti Basil is concerned, 
is fundamentally opposed to the Government proposal. He wants t 
reduce three months to two months but out proposal is to increase it froi 
three months to nine months. Secondly, he \yanN to have lawyers presei 
# to represent the detenus hetoie the Judge. This means that he wants 
regular tiial with defence arguments, benefit ot doubt, and so on and > 
forth, lilt t th at is not out purpose. 

So fui as Mr. Khuda Bukhsh's amendment is concerned. I rather thin 
that he has missed the point We have not made any change. He has no' 
l think, gone through the original Aet. It lie reads section IT he will fin 
that we have copied the language and I do not think there is unv different 
at all. The point here is this: the issue was— one set of legal experts gav 
an opinion that even if there was fresh evidence against a person we coul 
not make a second reference to the Judge. Another set said we could. ] 
is to put that matter right that 1 propose this amendment. In case there i 
fresh evidence we intend to make a second reference to the Judge. Thu 
is the only purpose of this clause. 

Sii, I oppose all the amendments. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basil that in clause 7. -for the proposed seotio 
17, the following be substituted, namely: — 

•*17, Save as hereinafter in this section otherwise provided, an orde 
made under sub-section (1) of section 16 shall be in force for such perio 
not exceeding two months us may be sjiecifiod in the order or for the perio 
subsequent to the date of issue of such order during which this Ac 
continues in operation, whichever is less, unless earlier cancelled by th 
authority making the order: 

Provided that — 

(a) the Provincial Government may if and so often as it thinks fit 
before the d^te on which under this section any such orde 
would otherwise have ceased to be in force, . 

(t) in the case of an order under clause (a) of the said sub-section 
place before a Judge of the High Court in Calcutta th 
grounds on which the order is made, the representations, i 
any, made under section 18 bv the person affected thereby 
and such further materials as the Provincial Government ma^ 



1948.1 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1S1 


thinJc fit and the Provincial Government shall in accordance 
with the decision of the Judge, thereon, issue an order of 
release or a fresh order of detention for such period not 
exceeding two months as may be determined by the Judge: 

Provided also that the person affected by the order shall be entitled 
to be defended or represented by any lawyer or other person 
before the Judge; 

{ti) in an\ other case, i>sue after considering all the circumstances 
of the case, a fresh order to the same effect and subject to this 
Mime limitations as to duration as in the first instance; 

(h) notwithstanding anything hereinbefore contained, it shall be lawful 
for the Provincial Government to release at any time, if it so 
thinks fit, an\ person in resport ot whom an order under sub- 
clause ( i ) of clause («) has been made.” 

was then put and a division taken with the following result. 

AYE8 — 2. 

Basu, 8rl Jyoti. | Brahmin, 8rl Ratanlal. 

NOES — 47. 


Bandopadhaya, 8ri Pramatha Nath. 
Bansrjos, Sri Susil Kumar. 

Banerji, Dr. Suresh Chandra. 

Barman, Tho Hon’blo 8ri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, 8ri 8yama Prasad. 

Baau, Brl Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhandarl, Brl Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Chakra varty, 8rl Satish Chandra. 
Chattarjee, 8rl Haripada. 

Choudhury, Sri Annada Prosad. 

Chaudhurl, Tha Hon'bla Sri Ral Haren- 
dra Nath. 

Clarke, Mr. C. E. 

Oat, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oat Gupta, Sri Khagendra Nath. 

Oats, Sri Kanallal. 

Da, Sri Kanal Lai. 

Dotul, 8rl Harandra Nath. 

Outt-Mazumdar, Tha Hon'bie Sri 
Nlharandu. 

Ganguli, 8ri Bapin Bahari. 

Gayan, Sri Arablnda. 

Ghoaa, 8ri Bimal Comar. 

Gupta, 8ri J. C. 

Haidar, 8rt Kubar Chand. 

The Ayes being J and the Noes 4’ 

The motion Jutiab Md. Khuda H 
to the proposed section 17. lines 1 ai 
often as it thinks fit.” the word ‘Mia 
lost. 

The question that clause 7 do stai 
agreed to. 


Mahanty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Mahtab, Sri Uday Cband, MaharaJadhlraJ 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maitl, Tha Hon’bla Sri Nlkunja Bahari. 
Ma|hl, 8rl Nithapati. 

Majumdar, Tha Hon’bla 8rl Bhupatl. 
Maliiok, Sri Athutoeh. 

Mandat, Sri Annadapraaad. 

Mandat, Sri Bankubahari. 

Mandat, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookerjee, Tha Hon'bla Sri Kallpada. 
Mukharji, 8rl Ohirendra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Baaantlal. 

Nandy, Sri Sris Chandra, of Coatlmbaiar. 
Naakar, 8ri Ardhendu Sakhar. 

Natkar, Tha Hon'bla Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panja, Tha Hon’bla Sri Jadabendra 
Nath. 

Pramanik, Sri Rajanl Kanta. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bla Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jajneswar. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bla Sri Kiran Sankar. 
8an, Tha Hon'bla Sri Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, Tha Hon'bla 8rl Bimal Chandra, 
the mniimi was lost, 
uklMi th.*t in r l.i u*'e 7. in pioviso (a) 
ui 'J, t<n tlm words “may if and so 
11” h<- substituted, was then put and 


pait of the Bill was then put and 


Chi um S. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: Sir. 1 beg to move that in (danse 8, line *2, tor the 
proposed word ‘ ‘thirty ’ * the won! ‘Men” be substituted. 

As you will notice. Sir, in the original West Bengal Security Act this 
ptu'ticular section, which is referred to here and is lieing amended, is section 
18. Of course, b\ the previous amendment which has been suggested by 
the Government, section 18 loses its importance and significance completely 
because in section 18 it has been provided that after a person has been 
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detained, within 15 days lie shall be given a charge-sheet and with his 
replies those papers will be placed before a Judge thereafter. But now by 
the previous amendment, for ten months Government are not bound by the 
law to place this charge-sheet and the replies before a Judge of the High 
Court. In this particular amendment they suggest that in place of 15 days 
,30 days should be substituted. Of course, as things stand now, it does not 
make much of a difference because we know that once somebody is arrested, 
his detention may last for ten months without referring either to the Judge 
or to anybody else outside the Government. Therefore, one would not feel 
inclined to give replies to the charge-sheet of the Government and one may 
take one’s time — either three months or four months, whatever it may be — 
because detention would be almost indefinite. As long as the Act lasts the 
detention is going to continue. So in that case this section has lost all its 
significance. Of course it has been provided in the previous section, which 
has connection with this, that it is not safe for the State to trust a Review- 
Judge of the Calcutta High Court to look into the case of a particular 
detenu who is detained without a trial. Since it is so, I do not, of course, 
think that my amendment also has much significance, but all the same ] 
suggest it in order to support a principle. The Government tell us that a 
person is not arrested unless and until Government are sure to a certain 
extent that this person is doing some act which affects the safety and 
stability of the State. If that be so, then I am sure that the Government 
w'ould not suggest that they would take a month to frame charges against 
this individual who bus been arrested, because the Government tell us that 
unless they are somewhat sure thut a person lias done some crime or is about 
to do some crime, they would not arrest him. That is how Government 
wish to establish their bona {idea, hut I — and Government know it — doubt 
the bona fide s of the Government every day and always and I shall go on 
doubting. Therefore, my amendment only means that if the Government 
arrest a person, then surely the grounds are with the Government as to 
why this person has been arrested. So why should Government take so 
much time in order to frame charges ? Hut I can suggest why they have 
taken one month for this because when ve were in detention we found that 
the charges were worse than useless. Pidieuloiis charges were made 
against us and that is why I am out here today speaking, otherwise 1 would 
have been even now in the Presidency Jail. In order to manufacture propel 
charges which would at least sound plausible if somebody read them — 
although nobody is going to read those charges -Government are taking 
this one month’s time. That is why I have suggested my amendment in 
order to test the bona fides of the Government. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 8, line 2, for the proposed 
word “thirty” the word “ten” he substituted, was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 2. 


Situ, Sri Jyoti. 


Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 


NOES— 50. 


Bandopadhaya, 8rt Pramatha Nath. 
Bantrjat, Sri Sutil Kumar. 

Banarji, Or. Surtth Chandra. 

Barman, Tha Hon'bla Sri Mofttni Mohan. 
Barman, 8rl Syama Pratad. - 
Basu, Sri Hamanta Kumar. 

Bhandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 
Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 
Ohafcravarty. Sri Satish Chandra. 
Chattorjoo, Sri Haripada. 



Sri Armada Pratad. 

Tht Hon’bto Sri Rat Haron* 


Clark®, Mr. C. E. 

Oat, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oat Gupta, Sri Khagondra Nath. 

Cats, Sri Kanalial. 

Do, 8ri Kant I Lai. 

Ootui, Sri Harondra Nath. 
Dutt-Maiumdar, Tht Hon’Mt Sri 
Nlhartndu. 

Qanfuli, Sri Btpin Bthari. 

Gay an, Sri Arabfctda. 

Ghott, Sri Blmal Comar. 

Gupta, 8ri J. C. 

Haidar, Sri K labor Chand. 
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Mataffty, Sri Ctiaru Chandra. 

II ah tab, 8ri Utfay Chand, MaharajadhiraJ 
Bahadur of Burdvran. 

Malt), The Hon’bla Sri Nlkunja Baharf. 
Malm, Sri Nishapatl. 

Malumdar, Tht Hon’bto Sri Bhupatl. 
Malliok, Sri Aahutoth. 

Mandate Sri Annadapraaad. 

Mandat, 8rl Bankubeharl. 

Mandat, 8rl Krishna Prasad. 

Mookarjos, Tha Hon’ble Sri Kalipada. 
Muhammad Qumruddin, Janab. 

Mukharjl, Sri Dhlrandra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Basantlal. 


Nandy, Sri 8rts Chandra, at Caatlmbaiar. 
Naskar, Sri Ardhandu Sakhar. 

Naskar, Tha Hon’bla Sri Ham Chandra. 
Panja, Tha Hon’Wa Sri dadahandra 
Nath. 

Poddar, Sri Anandllal. 

Pramanlk, Sri Rajaitl Kanta. 

Rlokatts, Mrs. E. M. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bla Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jajrtaawar. 

Roy, Tha Hon’bla Sri Klran Sankar. 
San, Tha Hon’bla Sri Prafulla Chandra. 
Shamsul Huq, Janab. 

8lnha, Tha Hon'bla Sri Blmal Chandra. 


The Ayes being 2 ami the Noes 50, the motion was lost. 

The question that clause 8 do stand part of the Hill, was then put and 
agreed to. 


Clause 9- 


Sri JYOTI BASU *. 1 move that in clause 9. in the proposed section 18A, 
line 8, for the words “two gears’* the words “three months” he substituted. 

I also move that in clause 9, in the proposed section ] 8 A , lines 8 and 9, 
the w’ords beginning with “and shall” and ending with “thousand rupees” 
he omitted. 

I further move that in clause 9, the following proviso he added to the 
proposed section 18A, namely : — 

“Provided that this prowsiou docs not extend to the ruse in which the 
harbour or concealment is b\ the husband or wife of the person 
directed to be detained.’' 

Sir. in this amendment a new addition has been suggested by the 
Government. It is amazing, Sir, that although in the Ordinance which 
came out including this particular provision- -the Ordinance which ns you 
will remember gagged the Calcutta High Court and tin* Special Bench — 
in that paiticular Ordinance it is stated that this provision does not extend 
to the case in which the haibour oi concealment U In the husband or wife 
of persons directed lit he detained, but in the meantime 1 think the 
Government came to the conclusion that they bad not been strictly following 
the Anderson i an tradition, the British Imperialistic tradition in our 
country, and the\ were being a little lenient bv exempting husband or wife 
Ul the case of concealment or harbour. 1 hat is why when the Bill is being 
discussed here before this Assembly tl»e\ have withdrawn that particular 
exception which was there, and now everybody will be included in this 
particular section foi bar 'bowing or fot concealment. 

Of course, Sn , 1 have not much to sn\ When I moved the amendment# 

J thought of saying main things justifying m> amendments. But today 
after what the Home Minister and the members on the Congress benches 
told us about the situation in the countn according to them and justifying 
all their savage rules and provision-* which the\ have suggested in this 
particular Bill, I have not much to say. because it seems to me now that it 
is good in a wa> that the people should understand the naked, unashamed 
fascism which is being adopted by tire Congress Government in this 
country. I am sine the people will become conscious, and the sooner the 
people awaken to the realities of the situation from their slumber the 
better for them, and the sooner we shall find that this Government will go 
the way that ali fascist Government** in the world have gone; and therefore 
I have given the amendments. I stick to the amendments. Of course I 
do not hope Government will accept even such an amendment as thin, 
because they are determined to follow the traditions of Tegart and Hir John 
Anderson . 
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The motion of Sri Jyoti Basil that in clause 9, in the proposed section 
ISA, line 8, for the words “two years” the words “three montis” be 
substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 9, in the proposed section 
18A, lines 8 and 9, the words beginning’ with “and shall” and ending with 
“thousand rupees” be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basu that in clause 9, the following proviso 
be added to the proposed section 18A, namely: — 

“Provided that this provision does not extend to the case in which the 
harbour or concealment is b\ the husband or wife of the person 
directed to be detained” 

was put am! a division taken with the following result: — 


AYE8 — 2. 

Basu, Sri Jyoti. { Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. 

NOES— 49. 


Bartdopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 

Banarioa, Sri Susll Kumar. 

Banarjl, Dr. Surash Chandra. 

Barman, Ths Hon'bls Sri Mohini Mohan. 
Barman, Sri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, 8ri Hemanta Kumar. 

Bhandari, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Bhattaoharyya, Sri Shyamapada. 

Chakravarty, Sri Satish Chandra. 

Chattorjoo, Sr) Harlpada. 

Choudhury, 8ri Annada Prosad. 

Chaudhurl, Tho Hon’ble Sri Rai Haren- 
dra Nath. 

Clarka, Mr. C. E. 

Das, Sri Radha Nath. 

Das Gupta, 8rl Khagsndra Nath. 

Dass, Sri Kanallal. 

Da, Sri Kanai Lai. 

001 ul, 8rl Harendra Nath. 

Dutt-Mazumdar, Tho Hon'ble Sri 
Nlharondu. 

Gangull, Sr) Bepin Bohari. 

Gayon, Sri Arabinda. 

Ghoso, Sri Bimai Comar. 

Gupta, Sri J. C. 

Haidar, Sri Kubor Chand. 

Mahan ty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

The A\es being 2 and the Nnt»s 49. 
The question th.it ehiuse 9 do stand 
agreed to. 

(The Mouse was then adjourned tor 


j Mahtab, Sri Uday Chand, Maharajadhlra) 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

Maitl, The Hon'ble Sri Nlkunja Bohari. 
Majhi, Sri Nishapati. 

Majumdar, The Hon'ble Sri Bhupati. 
Mallick, Sr) Ashutosh. 

Mandal, Sri Annadaprasad. 

Mandal, 8ri Bankubohari. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookerjee, Tho Hon'ble 8rl Kalipada. 
Mukherjl, Sri Dhirendra Narayan. 
Murarka, Sri Basantlal. 

Nandy, Sri Srls Chandra, of Coesimbazar. 
Naskar, Sri Ardhendu Sekhar. 
i Naskar, The Hon'ble 8rl Hem Chandra. 
Panja, The Hon’ble Sri Jadabendra 
Nath. 

Plate!, Mr. R. E. 

! Poddar, Sri Anandlial. 

Pramanik, Sri Rajani Kanta. 

Roy, The Hon'ble Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 
Roy, Sri Jajnetwar. 

Roy, The Hon'ble 8ri Kiran Sankar. 
Sen, The Hon'ble Sri Prafulia Chandra. 
Shameul Huq, Janab. 

Sinha, The Hon’ble 8rl Blma! Chandra. 

the motion was lost. 

|in 1 1 ot the Bill was then put and 


fifteen minutes. > 


(After adjournment . ) 

Clause 10. 

The question that clause 10 do stand pait of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. ^ 

J ( louse 11. 

Sri D. N. MUKHERtll: Sir, J beg to move that in paragraph (7) of 
clause il, in the nrojiosed sub-section (/A) of section 28 of the Act, lines 
9 and 10. the words ‘‘found on search under this sub-section” be omitted. 

Tilt Hon , Wt Sri KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Sir, I accept the amendment. 
The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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TW question that c lause 11, as amended, do stand part of the Bill was 
then put and agreed to. 

( louse 1~. 

Sri JYOTI BA8U: Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 12(7), line 2, for 
the word “thirty” the word “ten** he substituted. 

This particular amendment which has been suggested by Government 
refers to section *10 of the Security Act wherein it is provided that even 
without the orders of the provincial Government the police can have the 
powers to keep a person in detention without trial for fifteen days and there- 
after if the detention is to he extended, then the provincial Government's 
permission would he required. But herein it G being suggested by the 
Government that in place ot fifteen days the word thirty days be substituted. 
That is in keeping with the spirit of this amending Bill which is being 
moved here so that the police is being given more power. And rightly so. 
as the Government has been telling us thin they wish to establish a police 
state in this country. I have suggested an amendment that in place of 
fifteen days ten days should be substituted, that is, the police should huve 
power after they arrest a prison to detain him without trial and without 
referring the matte! to the provincial Government for ten days and not for 
fifteen days as was m the original Act OI coni sc now 1 find that my amend- 
men is not of much use because of what has happened to my other amend- 
ments which I have been moving since yesteniav , and now it does not make 
much of a difference w bethel one is kepi in detention without trial by the pro- 
vincial Government or by older* ot the provincial Go eminent or wit bout 
the orders of the provincial Government by the Suh-Inspcctois oi Police or by 
police spies or any such miserable people Because 1 do not see any difference 
whatsoever after I am taken to the police loek-up ot the jail lock-up, whether 
there are ordeis against me by the police officer or by the provincial Govern- 
ment. It seems to me that both will be and ate equally responsible, and 
therefore I should not insult the police bv saving that. 1 should not be 
detained by them for mole than ten «l;i \ - or fifteen days M the Govern- 
ment so wish they can give povvei to the police It one can think of giving 
poweis to the provincial Government one can also think of giving 
power to the Sub-Iuspectoi of Police to .mist a person and keep bun in jail 
for ten days or ten months, and what does that matter!" But all the same I 
feel that during the undei-tnal period when a man is detained, as it is a 
very trying period because we find that in jail when a man is under trial, h« 
is segregated from other prisoners "ho ate no more under trial but who have 
been confirmed, that this suffering may be less for the prisoner who will 
have to be in prison indefinitely without trial under this fascist Bill, and 
therefore I have suggested this amendment. But at the sumo time I see the 
uselessness of nn moving this amendment. However, as I think that my 
amendment is not particularly meant for the Minister sitting over there but 
for the people outside this TToii'-e in order to make them understand that 
really a police state is being established in West Bengal that I move this 

amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I vvhIi to add mie temark alxnil Mr. Basil’s observation 
when he said that he ***»» »%r 

people outside. T think every member «* h o u Id^e unuiv.-.- mV. „ * , . A .. . g 
oie nrotiwr 111 4his House for the House and whatever he IlflT^TIPTfr 
convince the other side and not to convi nce people oi^ sido. 

The motion of Sri Jyoti Basil that in clause 12(7), line 2, for the word 
"thirty” the word “ten” he substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clatiM* 12 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Chmte J*i. 

The question that clause 13 do stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 
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Clause 14. 


The question that clause 14 do stand part of the Bill was then put am 
agreed to. 


Consequential A mend merits. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Before 1 put the Preamble to vote, I desire to mentioi 
one fact. Yesterday Sri Dhirendra N a ray an Mukherji moved a short~notic< 
amendment to clause •{ of the Bill that after the word “vessel” the wor< 
“animal” he inserted. That was carried by the House. Thereafter Sr 
Dhirendra Narayan Mukherji desired to move consequential amendments foi 
adding the word “animal” after the word “vessel” in clause d. These totally 
consequential amendments were sought to he moved, hut the Deputy Speakei 
desired that they should he taken afterwards. Under rule tiO of the Wesi 
Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules, these pwady- f »TTJ I m 1 conse 
quential amendments may he made and I hope the House has no objection ti 
have the consequent*'*! amendm en ts , i.e,. the word “an im a T 1 7 f fitter tht 

word “vessel” wherever it occimTin clause d. 


(There was no oln 


Preamble. 

The question that the Pieamhle do stand part of the Bill was then pul 
and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble 8ri KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
West Bengal Security < Amendment) Bill, H)48, as settled in the Assembly, 
he passed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I should like the honourable members to give me a list 
of members who want to speak so that I may he able to control the debate 

8ri J YOU BA8U : Mr. Speakei, Sir, yesterday I beard the speech by 
the Hon 'hie Home Minister on tin* purposes ot this partieular Bill which is 
about to be entered into the statute book and l also heard l)r. Kure.sh 
Bauer jee, who is now tin* President of the West Bengal Congress Party, and 
it was with amazement and a hit of consternation that 1 heard those speeches. 
Before 1 go into those speeches in ordei to express most emphatically my 

J mint of view I should like to correct the many misstatements made by the 
lome Minister, particularly one which ret erred to me in that connection, 
i had missed it yesterday but today in the newspapers I read it with surprise. 
The Home Minister was alleged to have said yesterday that in the elections 
that were contested by different parties and groups only recently my party 
had contested one of these elections and that I was a member, a redoubtable 
member of the party of chaos and disorder, as be called it, and he said that 
this party was routed. I should like to correct him, because it is rather a 
dangerous statement coming from the Home Minister of West Bengal and 
with these powers in his hand, that mv party, the partv to which I belonged 
and which has been declared an illegal party, contested the election. It has 
no legal existence, but the election there, as tar as I know, was contested by 
a Forward Bloc candidate, a Kisan Sahha candidate, the Revolutionary 
Socialist Party candidates and others — and I do not belong to the Kisan 
Sahha organisation — hut for the Home Minister to say what he has said 
means that tomorrow ufter the Assembly is prorogued lie will say that he 
made the statement and Miave not contradicted it and therefore I belong to 
ou illegal organisation which has been contesting elections in some other 
name and it means ten months for me, if not more, in jail without trial. 
Therefore I am making this statement in order to correct the Home Minister. 
This Bill to amend the West Bengal Security Act, lfH8, is meant to wipe out 
completely the little advantages secured by the people of West Bengal 
through the tremendous democratic movement during the passage of the 
lawless law. In the measure that in the country hatred and contempt for the 
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Government were growing because of the deteriorating problems of food, 
shelter, housing and because of the sordid fight of the Ministers for office, 
contracts and because of the protection afforded bv the Ministers and the 
Government to black marketers and profiteers, in the same measure the West 
Bengal Government was of necessity driven to paths of terroristic rule and 
lawless law. In its conception tins Bill is a shameful testimony, as I have 
tried to point out in clause alter clause, to the mockery of the Government 
for the highest court of tin* land in that the Ordinance embodying some of the 
provisions of this Bill w a> promulgated to prevent the High Court Judges 
of the Full Bench from giving their \erdict in the pending cases of security 
prisoners like ourselves. Win an* such draconian mcasu res necessary ? A\ hat 
is the emergency*' Whutevei the Home Minister and other Congress members 
might say, I sli all ask them, is the infant State afraid of the plots of our 
erstwhile enemy, the British Imperialism ? Congress does not think so. For 
Free India’s defences, T find, on land, aii and sea are manned by British 
Imperialistic agents and stooges and we have no longer any State secrets to 
preserve or guard from British Imperialistic agents. Is the State in danger 
from British trained administrators and police? Kvidently not according to 
the Congress, because they have been made statutory patriots. Those police 
are being honoured for the crimes committed by them against fighters for 
freedom all along including 11)42, of which they speak so much in this House. 
Is the State being endangered by capitalists, landlords, Rajas, rmwabs or 
black marketers? The answer seems to be again “No,” because the economic 
life of the country has been handed over to these gentlemen, the capitalists 
and the landlords, for its safe keeping. 


The Home Minister yesterday in iiis .speech tried to make out that this law 
would he used \ery severely against black marketers and profiteers, against 
whom there would not be sufficient evidence to prosecute them in a court of 
law. I would ask him, has lie under this Act taken action against a single 
black market**! (The Ilon’blc Sri Kiran Sankar Roy: Certainly.), and if so, 
how limit \ arc in jail? I know, when 1 was in Presidency .fail, that women 
were used to he arrested for selling a eliattark of rice all over Calcutta be- 
cause they were starving and these women with then children were sent to 
the Presidency -1 ail . That is w hat 1 found hut I did not find the friends of 
the Ministers, the black marketers a/id multi-millionaires, going to jail. 
FiVen in the West Bengal Black Act. which is there on the statute book you 
will find, Sir. the difference between this Bill which takes away the liberty of 
the people ami that Act where it says that no case can be brought against, a 
black marketer, no prosecution can be made against Imn unless and until the 
Provincial Go\ eminent gives the permission and then* is no such thing that 
a man can he arrested if Ihere is a suspicion against the black marketer. We 
know that the Police Commissioner said that you cannot under suspicion 
arrest a black marketer and put him in jail and detain him without trial. 
He said you cannot arrest these gangster* who are going about robbing 
banks an^ so on because then* is not sufficient evidence against them. On 
suspicion you cannot take away the liberty of the gangsters, said the Police 
Commissioner. Therefore the State seems to be in danger from the hungry 
workers, the Kisans and the oppressed middle class. It, is the spectre of a 
Kisan-Mazdoor Raj which seems to haunt the Congress Government and 
hence the lawless provision to preserve the infant State of capitalists, land- 
lords. Ifyijas and Xawahs. which is Ixumd by subservient ties with the 
British and American Imperialism. As such if a State has to be protected 
against the interests of the majority and for the minority, police rule is the 
inevitable weapon. If it was the other way al»out and the people’s state bad 
to be protected against vested interests and foreign Imperialism, the Govern- 
ment could have mobilised lakhs of workers and Kisans, could have given 
them unrestricted liberty and armed them to curb and crush the rich and 
foreign enemies of the State. That wn?. exactly what happened in the land 
of socialism, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 
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Sir, l)r. Banerjee said, and rightly, that there was a terror in the Soviet 
Union. Yes, there was a terror in the Soviet Union after the Revolution, but 
the terror was employed by the workers and the Kisans and the oppressed 
middle class against the foreign Imperialistic ageuts of the British, 
American, French, German and the Japanese, and the terror was employed 
against the landlords and the capitalists and the o#er Counts and Countesses 
and they were sent to Soviet prison, but here the terror is exactly the oppo- 
site; the terror is being employed for the capitalists and the landlords against 
the ordinary people, and that is why section 144 is promulgated time and 
again against flic people so that the\ may not he able to hold meetings and 
demonstrations. That is the situation. Such in brief are, the basic reasons 
for the enactment of this measure. The Statt of the rich seems to be in 
danger from the hungry people. That is the emergency. This common 
people’s movement and urge for a freer and better life, their desire to see the 
planning in this country for nationalisation oi all lands and kev industries 
without compensation, for more houses, for controlling the black market, for 
cheaper necessities of life, tor living wages and no unemployment — all these 
things are summed up, as in all capitalist countries, as ‘‘Communist menace” 
to the State, or in other words to the States of the Capitalists and the Land- 
lords. All these acts of the people ate called subversive acts. The Home 
Minister in order to hide this simple lenlity tried in vain to make out a ease 
(d reign of violence in order to justify the Bill. But having told an untruth 
about the South-Last Asia \ outh Cotifeicuce that it took decisions to start 
a round of revolver snatehings and murders, the Home Minister in the 
same breath referred to the Dixon Lane outrage, hut he did not say, 1 
think deliberately, that Communists wen* murdered and attempted to be 
murdered in this outrage in Dixon Lane by armed gunmen and the 
assailants have gone scot-free. Government have not arrested the 
suspects. 1 ask, Sir, who hutched this plan. Is it the people who an* 
pouring venom day after day through radio mid press upon the (\>mmu- 
n ists i Who inspired the breaking up by bombs of a workejs' meeting m 
front of the police field in Wellington Square for urging mv release!" 
Who organised the [blowing of bombs at a tiamvvav workers’ meeting in 
the University Institute held to piotest .against the arrest of tramway 
workers under the Security Act!" Who, I wonder, threw bombs at 
another procession for the release of political prisoners as it came neai a 
thuna in Centra) A venue Y Of course there has been violence; 1 do not 
doubt that. But the violence seems to he against the Communists and 
their supporters, and Communists have bee a murdered and their meetings 
broken up by bombs, lathis and daggers. Therefore, this lawlessness 
which is being inspired by the Government ami instigated by them is in 
order to save this Statt* of the rich which is in danger bv the common 
people, it seems. W e have in suppoit of the Bill been given a list of arms 
bv tlte Home Minister, but the Government knows that not a *inglc 
firearm has been recovered from un\ member of the Communist party 
winch was legal up to 2fith March. On the contrary some of these arms 
winch were listed yesterday have been found on anti-Communists and 
members of the Congress. But the Congress has not been declared an 
illegal organisation. It is this rather inconvenient fact of finding arms 
with member* of the Congress which has prevented trials in court for 
them. The financiers of these armed gangsters would then he exposed in 
the open court. The Minister was aware of the weakness of his case and 
knew that in support of llie Bill he would not relv on the facts and the 
Mtimtioii an they existed within the Province of W T est Bengal. Therefore. 
u»e Hon hie Minister and the Congress President, Dr. Suresh Banerjee 
and others have had to rely for support of this Bill tm the situation in 
t Inna and South-East Asian countries. This is. according to me, the 
crux of the matter and once again my contention is proved beyond doubt 
that in order to 1 natal a full-fledged capitalist State in India subservient 
to British and American Imperialism and at their orders, these lawless 
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law# are being enacted and people’s movement suppressed mercilessly 
throughout the country. A free people's India would have hailed with 
joy the struggle of the Malayan people against the British Imperialism, 
hut on the contrary we find that the Congress is supporting the British 
Imperialism to drown in blood the Malayan people's struggle. The 
Congress should have supported the fight of the Burmese and the Indo- 
nesians and Vietnamese people against the British, Dutch and French 
Imperialism, and the gtllrious struggle of the Chinese people for the last 
20 years against the Arch-Fascist, Chiang-Kai-Shek, the tool of American 
Imperialism; hut exactly opposite is the case, and nut only does India’s 
sympathy lie with the Imperialist powers but at their behest within India 
is being created a subservient Fascist regime. And this is inevitable 
because the more anti-Soviet the Government becomes, the more anti- 
jieople its policy in the country heroines, the more they will have to leau 
tor support on British and American Imperialism and Dutch and other 
smaller variety of Imperialism. 

Thus Dr. Banerjee sa\s he understands British and American 
Imperialism and does not know what danger there is from these countries. 
How innocent ! We do not know what danger there is from an enemy 
which was there toi the last 2IK> veins on Indian soil and even today is 
economically >traugulating this country, which today through army, 
navy and air force knows every secret that India possesses. Dr. Suresh 
Banerjee, the Congress President , does not know what danger there is 
from these Imperialist count rie- It seems tlmt they have become all on 
a sudden great admirers of the Imperialist countries, hut the people think 
otherwise. 

This i> indeed tin* first step towards lining up Indiu with world 
Imperialism led by America and England against the people's democracies 
led by the Soviet Fuion. There was a time, not long hack, when Indian 
Vational Congress in its fight lot freedom against Imperialism used to 
look upon the Soviet Cmon as tin* beacon light tor progress of democracy. 
What has happened to that, I wondei. But of couthc there is another 
India besides Dr. Suresh Banerjee \s India and that is the India of the 
freedom-loving people, and they may decide something else in case there 
i> an international war and India lines up with Anglo-American Imperial- 
ism. In fact the fight against the Black Bill and the repressive measure 
is also a fight against India joining the world Imperialism as against the 
democratic peoples. The purjiose of the Bill will he clear if w*e recall 
how these provisions became necessary for the Government in course of 
actual experience of working the Act. The Congress Ministers who recog- 
nise no morality in politics were out to forge new chains for the people 
and to crush all opposition which remotely talked of Kisan-Muzdoor Taj 
in place of Tata, Birin, Dalmia raj. Thus as in every Fascist and 
Imperialist country, the attack opened against the Communists, the most 
conscious vanguard of the people. The Ilon’hle Sri Kiran Sankar Roy 
having come over to West Bengal with his wide experience of serving the 
minorities in Fast Bengal struck at us simultaneously all over, declared our 
party illegal, and arrested many of us under the Security Act. There- 
after he announced an unmitigated lie that the Communist Party in fact, 
had collected arms to overthrow' the State by violence. Who is to prove 
that, I ask the Home Minister? He has made this announcement, T 
believe, misquoting the Communist Party Resolution which stated that 
this Congress Government had betrayed the interests of the people and 
had to be replaced by a Democratic Government, a programme of which 
would be to build up a democratic army and to arm tne people. It is the 
inalienable right of the people to call for a change of Government with a 
new programme. AH this careful preparation and lies were not of much 
avail because after three months when the charges and our replies were 
placed before a High Court Judge, the Government, the accuser, stood 
condemned as the Judge Refused to believe the whole fairy tale and out 
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of about 107 eases which went up to the Judge about 70 were ordered to 
be released. About 15 replies of the prisoners were not placed before the 
reviewing Judge illegally and improperly, and naturally their detention 
* period was extended by three months, but not more than 10 or 12 people 
were actually detained by the Judge and that not on a charge of arms 
collection hut some other charge. This was the result even though the 
judgment was ex-parte and we were unable to examine the authenticity 
of the documents against us placed before the High Court Judge. There- 
fore the whole case of the Government fell to the ground as it was not 
based on truth. The main purpose, to crush the opposition at all costs 
under any pretext, was being defeated; all the lies and deceit broadcast 
through the radio and venal press were of no avail. Thus the Government 
could trust neither the court of law, as we saw in the application of the 
previous Security Act, nor now the reviewing Judge, even though the 
latter was entitled to give only an ex-part? judgment contrary to all 
principles of jurisprudence. The second big experience of the Govern- 
ment was that in spite of outlawing the Communist Party of India and 
arresting us, the economic situation continued to deteriorate and the people 
continued to strike hack through meetings and demonstrations and strikes, 
etc. Therefore contrary to all assurances of the Ministers, contrary to the 
purposes of the Act, it was freely used against strikes and demonstrations 
which had nothing to do with eommunalism, Goondaism, illegal acquisi- 
tion of arms or the safety or stability of the State. One Mrs. Kenu 
Chakravariy’s arrest was ordered under the West Bengal Security Act as 
she led a procession near the Government buildings and even her three- 
year old son was shadowed by the spies. She is the niece of I)r. Roy, the 
Prime Minister sitting there, and he knows the case. In the case of the 
strike by the India Government employees we saw that, although they 
went on a legal strike, immediately a hundred people were arrested under 
the Security Act and put under detention in the Presidency Jail, ami 
police posts with machine-guns and rifles and revolvers were set up in all 
the offices of the India Government. That is how they broke up the India 
Government employees* strike by the Security Act and yet they say this 
amending Act will not he used against hona fide trade unions. Similarly 
in the ease of the recent strikes by the cinema employees and the employees 
of the Amrita Haznr Patrila and Jitf/aitfar — the latter two belonging to 
the Congress-sponsored I.N.T.C.C.— oven they were arrested under the 
Security 'Act and detained without trial though thereafter released. 
Therefore it is clear that the Security Act has been used to break up hona. 
fide trade unionism which has nothing to do with endangering the safety 
and stability of the Province, to prevent which the Home Minister said 
yesterday this Act was designed. The Security Act and the Police were 
available for the rich people like Sri Tushar Kanti Ghosh or the cinema 
proprietors. I am painfully aware, Sir, that no member of the Congress 
m spite of their tabling amendments to the provisions of this Bill haa 
been able to speak here in support of those amendments, and I know their 
votes wdll not go with me because they believe and cynically they have 
begun to believe that they must sell their conscience to the capitalists and 
landlords and therefore they have nothing to vote where peole’s liberty is 
at stake. But I have enough confidence in my people in the factories, 
offices, villages and towns that they through their own experience and 
suffering will see the hideous face of the Congress Government and rise to 
take their destiny in their own hands. The onward progressive march of 
bistory will not stand sti Uneven in His Majesty’s Dominion of India. 

danill 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Mr. Speaker. Sir. it is after a good 
deal of hesitation and not a little misgiving that T have decided to take 
part in the debate this evening. 

Sir, torn between two conflicting considerations, the demands of 
conscience on the one hand and the exigencies of the situation on the 
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other, I am feeling rather a little ill at ease this afternoon, nerchance any 
expressions in an unguarded moment of irresponsibility might, instead of 
soothing troubled waters, create more violent ripples on an already turbu- 
lent sea. I am grateful to the Hon ble the Home Minister for his clear 
and brilliant exposition of the Government point of view. He has 
explained at length the reason that has prompted the Government of West 
Bengal to bring forward this Security Amendment Bill. I wish I could 
appreciate, I wish I could support all the provisions of the Bill straight- 
way, I wish I could identify myself with the Government. But I cannot 
support the Bill in its entirety because it has shot much beyond the mark. 
The Hon’ble the Home Minister has cited instances from outside, the rum- 
blings of a distant thunder in South-East Asia, troubles in Malaya, 
troubles nearer home in Burma which have compelled the Government to 
resort to this extraordinary piece of legislation incorporating amongst 
others some of the most retrograde, some of the most reactionary provi- 
sions in the Bill. 

Sir, I do not see any reason why the Security Act which is already oil 
the statute hook should not he sufficient to iopc with the situation. I do 
not see any reason why the provisions which are incorporated in that Act, 
passed in the teeth of a volume of opposition from the countryside, should 
not he sufficient to cope with the emergencies that have arisen. Today, aa 
mv friend Mr. Khuda Bukhsh has rightly pointed out, the situation has 
calmed down considerably, more so alter the surrender of Hyderabad, 
more so after stringent measures have been adopted by the Government of 
West. Bengal to quell the disturbances that have occurred from time to 
time threatening the security, safety and stability of the State. But, Sir, 
just at this juncture to come forward with a Bill of this description, seems 
to my mind to be rather uncalled for, rather unwarranted. 1 am one of 
those who believe that all measures should he adopted to thwart any sub- 
versive movements in the country, nil steps that are necessary should he 
taken to crush those tendencies and forces that tend towards disintegra- 
tion of society or disruption of the social fabric. But T do not think that 
any such situation lias arisen at the present moment. Sir, there may b« 
troubles here and there, but it is rather unfortunate, it is rather 
astounding, it is rather amazing that those who were loudest till yesterday 
in denouncing, in condemning in no uncertain terms all the reactionary 
pieces of legislation, those whose compeers faced the gallows, those who 
won freedom through blood, toil, sweat and tears, those whose forbears 
gave their lives for freedom of India, those who suffered so much for the 
cause of freedom and liberty, should come forward with this reactionary 
piece of legislation at the present moment. It is really unthinkable. 
Some of the provisions of the old Bill are quite sufficient to tackle the 
situation which has already b**»n brought under control to a very great 
extent. I am all the more afraid to arm officers with more powers because 
in the application of the old Act the officers have misused and abused the 
provisions in an unsatisfactory manner. I am citing one instance just 
now. Sir, I am coming from a constituency where certain disturbances 
occurred on the J8th August and 28th August. There a section of the 
police ran amuck and in collusion with an infuriated mob made an wanton 
attack on Muslim villages. Muslims were arrested and locked up in jail 
custody, though some of them were later released on bail. After the 
institution of two cases, one by Setahuddin against Assistant Sub-Inspector 
Sudhir Roy and others and another by Moazzemel Hosain against Officer- 
in-charge; Sufi. and others, you will he surprised to learn. Sir, that both 
the complainants as also the principal witnesses were arrested under the 
Security Act of the Government of West Bengal. If &is is the application 
of the provisions of the Bill, I am alarmed even to consider what would 
be the fate of the poor and unfortunate Muslims, the poor unfortunate 
minorities in West Bengal under this new Bill. I am not going to 
recount all the stories to show how Muslims after the partition of Bengal 
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fcaV| been subjected to inhuman treatment and oppression from a section 
of me police. Overzealous officers have taken the law in their own 
hands. There is no provision in this Bill for the protection of the unfortu- 
nate people against the vandalism, the agression, the torture and tyranny 
of those officers who run amuck and take the law in their own hands. I 
could understand the logic, I could understand the reason in bringing 
forward this Bill if there was some provision as a check on the vagaries, 
on the blandishment* and tyrannies of these police officers. You are 
afraid of a roup dr rtat by a certain section of people by a certain school 
of thought who want to subvert the Government. At the same time we 
want an assurance from you in no uncertain terms against the action of 
the police who in <hc name of law and order, in the name of suppressing the 
activities of those people who want to overthrow the Government, '-rente 
confusion in human society, disturb the peace of the country and eugender 
a sense ot insecurity and frustration in the minds of the minorities who 
seek your protection. 

Sir, coming to the provisions ot the Bill itseli, I do not sec an} reason 
why the words in section 10 of tin* Act “on reasonable grounds”, the most 
reasonable part of it, should be deleted. Whether there is reason or no 
reason, 1 have seen how innoeent people have suffered terribly at the hands 
ot the custodians of law and order. Whatever might he the policy of the 
Government and whutcvei might he the assurances held out from time to 
time, the villages of Bahutali. Sahajaupur and Dayarnmpur in Jangipur 
subdivision, Julangi and Domknl police-stations in Sadar and Kaithu and 
Pali in Kandi subdivisions in Murshidahad district, Santipur in Nadia 
district, and Batanagar arc lurid commentaries on what has been done by 
the notice in tin* name of law and order and on the extreme helplessness of 
Muslims. Sir, 1 have not to understand yet what was the necessity of 
deleting the words “on reasonable grounds”. ] fail to understand why 
Government felt inclined to introduce thL leactionarv clause in thi> Bill 
For after all the reasonable ground* have got to he interpreted by certain 
people: They may he Government officials oi they may he Judges who 

will hold the balance even between the contesting claims ot two parties. 
They are the people who at least are above all party politics, whose minds 
are clear and free from teproach. They are the people who will hold the 
balance even. So 1 would naturally leave the proper interpretation of the 
term “reasonable grounds*’ to Judges who ma\ he in a position to do some 
even-handed justice. But 1 am sorry to find that that portion is sought 
to he deleted, and here the Government is introducing a character in the 
Bill which practically repels all real lovers of freedom. 

Then again under section 18 of the Act you will not allow- a person even 
to he defended by a lawyer. It uiav he. a* Mr. Tyoti Basil has pointed 
out, that he may he an illiterate man who does not know how- to defend 
his case. Sir, even a well-educated man cannot properly defend his own 
cose before a court of law hut requires lawyers to defend him. It is there- 
fore necessary in all fairness, in the interest of justice, in the interest of 
the efficiency of administration, in the interest of honour and prestige of 
the administration, in the interest of decorum and decency, and in the 
interest of smooth working of the administration, that this clause should 
have been here, that a person should he allowed to be defended by some 
sort of responsible person like a lawyer before a court of justice so that 
the ends ot justice might not he defeafed. We find that some friends of 
Congress persuasion too do not approve of certain sections of the Bill 
•whioh are reactionary and retrograde in character, Wause thqy know 
that they have got to face public opinion and stand before \he *bar of 
public opinion tomoitow. It is noft a question of facing your political 
opponent and throwing him overboard, but it is a question of facing public 
opinion. But in the name of democracy, in the name of fraternity, in 
the name of liberty, in the uame of freedom, such things are being perpe- 
trated in broad daylight as stagger even the imagination of brum. 
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Naturally we Mussulmans are suffering' from a sense of frustration ifuck 
insecurity. Sir, the Hou’ble the Prime Minister of India the other da$ so 
kindly congratulated the Muslims for having kept calm and identraled 
themselves with the Indian Tniou amidst the conflict between 
Hyderabad and the Indian Union. Sir, we were the first to declare in no 
uncertain terms that in the event of any emergency, in the event of any 
encroachment on India's sacred rights, in the event of any attack on 
India, in the event of any conflict between Pakistan or Hydrabad and India, 
we Mussalmans would identify ourselves wholly with the Indian Union. 
Sir, we have remained calm and unmoved in the midst of all provocations, 
we have remained calm in the midst of wanton loot and plunder of our 
houses and properties, we have remained calm in the midst of outrage on 
our mothers and sisters, in the midst of massacre of innocent men, women 
and children. But the Hon’ble the Prime Minister should have done well 
to look at the things that prevail and should have himlh assessed the true 
value of the exact forces that are operating behind the scene against the 
minorities. It is for this that the minorities are practically suffering from 
a sense of frustration and insecurity. 

The Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTTMAZUMDAR : It has come 
as a boomerang. 

Janab 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, we find even Congress members 
have tabled amendments. But the Almighty God seems to he less powerful 
than the party gods themselves. The party gods are there to crush like a 
steam roller all urge for freedom and hush into dead silence the voice of 
liberty. My friends over there who had tabled those motions could not 
come forward to move them on the floor of the house. That shows that # 
there is something in the Bill so retrograde, something so reactionary, 
something so undemocratic, so lepressive in its character, in its tendency, 
in its associations, that even those members on the Congress side could not 
with a clean conscience support the provisions of the Bill. 

Sir, inv friends over there ate talking glibly of democracy. Even Hr. 
Suresh Chandra Banerji, the President oi the Ptovincinl Congress 
Committee, says that they are afraid of Russia, and not of Anglo-American 
bloc which in the name of imperialism has crushed the freedom movement 
all over the world, the Anglo-American bloc which has divided and sub- 
divided India, which has dmded the Arab world, and which lias created 
confusion and troubles in the natural order of filings in human society! 
That Anglo-American bloc you are going to hobnob with ! Leave alone 
the Imperialists for the present. You may condemn Soviet Russia as 
well. AYe are. however, afraid neither of’ the Russians nor of the Anglo- 
Americans: we are afraid of ouiselves; we are afraid of the tendencies 
and forces behind the scene which discredit all piinciples of democracy,'* 
all principles of liberty apd freedom about which you talked so glibly so 
far. Somebody has talked about Mahatma Gandhi, the name to conjure 
with, who died for the cause of freedom. But what arc we doing? We 
are bartering away the trust, the sacred cause for which he laid down his 
life. That is the position to which we are reduced at the present moment. 
Sir, I may he misunderstood. The Hop’ble Ministers may think that we 
are associating ourselves with subversive movements. That is not at all a 
fact. But. Sir u the Mussalmans of India have today completely succumbed, 
they have completely surrendered to the will of* the majority. They are 
capable of no communal disturbances today in India; there is no vitality 
in them : shorn of all power and position they look pathetically to a past 
which ud longer exists. Therefore if we say against the provisions of the 
Bill ii fs itot because they are against a particular section of people, not 
because they are against a* particular political school of thought in the 
country, but because we feel that the provisions are so reactionary, so 
undemocratic, so retrograde that they cut across the Congress ideals of 
liberty, freedom and democracy which you yourselves declared from 
housetops so often in the past. 

10 , 
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* )l8fl«b MD. KHUOA BUKH8H: Sir, after the wondeiful eloquence 
the honourahle member who lias just spoken I think m\ speech will fall fl 
on the Hou-^e. But before this Bill is passed into law I have a fe 
observations to make and also a few requests to make to the Hon’b 
Minister in charge of the Bill, through you. 

Sir, the Hon* lde Minister, when he was in Pakistan and when tl 
Security Bill was before this House, condemned the Security Bill in i 
■ uncertain terms and, Sir, he said that it was for the good of West Beng 
that he did so, but now that he has come over and he has taken the reii 
ot Government ot this Province, he lias seen fit to bring in this amendin 
Bill which increases the ligours ot the old Bill. 

Sir, he has only told ns that there is Communist menace developing a 
mound and that he tears that there might lx* infiltration of the Communi* 
menace into this land of ours. He also produced yesterday, Sir, a vei 
impressive list of arms and munitions seized h\ the police m the mufass 
mid also in the city of Calcutta. Sir, I should* like to a,sk him to give U: 
when he replies to oui speeches, a detailed account of flic seizures so tin 
we know exactly where the arms came from, where it was that the> wei 
neized and from whom. Thev must not think that patiiotism is the monopol 
of the Government benches. Sir, we are quite as much anxious to presen 
the peace, trunquilfit \ , safety and stability ot the Province as the Hon’b] 
Minister in charge of the Bill. Sir, he is shaking his head and perhaps li 
is questioning our bona fairs again. I do not know how to safistv his mill 
because he seems to possess a kind of mind and habit of flunking that n 
amount of protestation, no amount of telling will alln\ his doubts an 
suspicions. But here we are to make our submission. Whether he shake 
his head in derogation or whether he shakes bis bead in uppiobation doe 
not matter to us because we know be cannot change his habit of mind. 

As I have been telling \ou, Sii, we arc certainly anxious that on 
new h -won freedom should not disappear in anareh\ and we shall co-operat 
with the Government if the Government were to take us info their confi 
deuce. It tbe\ were to tell us where the menace was developing exucth 
w’hat was tin* natuie of the menace, wc would he prepard and onh to 
pleased and too glad to offer our co-operation to the Government in puffin) 
that menace down, hut. Sir, Government have chosen not to take us int 
their confidence. 

The honourable memher who lias just spoken has mentioned the applica 
tion of the Security Act. f can onl\ reiterate that I would wish to hav< 
categorical assurance that in its application the Hon’ble Minister wouh 
, see that the Bill is not administered by officers with any pra-conceivei 
notion or any pro-conceived bias against one or an\ other section of tie 
people. * 

Sir, the honourable member who just spoke has told you and the Hous 
that in a recent case in his constituency the complaints against the police 
as well as the principal witnesses in a certain other case were taken int< 
custody under the Security Act. Now,. Sir, where is. the guarantee? Th< 
Hon’ble Minister might get up and say “We shall'see that this Act v 
administered with fairness ipd administered without prejudice 0 ] 

without any preconceived action or bias”. But he must also tell tin 
House that he would ^take^it upon himself to see that the officers administei 
those powers— to call th^pi sweeping would be underrate the characte] 
of this Bill — with fairness and see that nobody has any cause of apprehensioi 
about its application. Sir, wejhfive seen before and, we do not ktiow, i 
may again come to #pass unfortunately that^this Security Bill might b< 
used whenever there is some cause for tension between the Indian Unioi 
and any other country— may be Pakistan or Arakan or it may be Burma or, 
for that matter, Timbuctoo. (The Hon’ble Sri Nihauendtj Dtrrr-MAzutoaE : 
Hot Honolulu.) Or Honolulu. If you hare any apprehension that 
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Communists are infiltrating from Honolulu and hatching up plans against 
this country, you can also proceed against Honolulu. But we afle concerned 
with our own safety. We want to get this assurance from the Hon,JJj)le 
Minister that in its application the Bill will he applied with fairness and 


honesty. 


(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes.) 


( After adjournment ) , 

Janata MUDA88IR H088AIN: Mr. Speaker. Sir, all the amendin^fits 
have been unceremoniously rejected and at the third reading of the Bill, 
this Bill appears in the terrible form like Ttsfa jfo of the deity Kali with 
a garland of skulls m her neck. This Bill now appears in all its glory. 

The Goddess Kali has been worshipped in CVTC at the dead of night 

when the silence ot death reigns .supreme and I find that in this 
darkness, the like dark Bill has been worshipped in dead silence 

with hatchet in hand and sacrifice of the buffaloes in the party in power. 
(Laughter.) This has been done in the name of democracy, in the name 
of civilised State, in the name of ihe protection of the infant State. 

Sir, when such Bills were enacted dunng the British regime, these 
very gentlemen used to denounce such Bills as black Bills of the first 
magnitude and always used to abuse right and left everybody who was in 
power then. Now, Sir, it is an irom of fate that these von gentlemen 
who were denouncing much milder Bills during the British regime as 
black Bills of tin* first magnitude have now come to sponsor and support a 
Bill which far surpasses the stringent and cruel pro\isiuris of the other 
Bills which were enacted during the British icgime. 

Is there any justification tor the enactment of this Hill ^ That is the 
only point for the consideration of the House and it 1 can convince that 
there is absolutely no justification for the enactment ot such a Bill, I would 
pray, humbU pra\ , to the Hon'ble Minister for dropping the Bill and make 
some other provisions for the development ot our State for creating unity 
and such like things which go to ensure the independence which has been 
achieved by us at heavy cost and sacrifice. 

The first question is what is this Bill fori' (A \oiti- from THK 
Government hen cues : For killing buffaloes.) (Laughter.) For killing 
buffaloes and for killing jmnthm , you have done these things. (Renewed 
laughter.) If you go on laughing in this way bow can I deliver my speech P 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please go on. 

Janata JKUDA88IR H088AIN: III tin* midst ot all this laughter how /I 
can I gO’onP 1 am delivering an extempore speech. 

NowT Sir, what is the justification P Sir, I have no doubt that my 
friends over there whom 1 think to be very sensible men, whom 1 think 
to be honest gien, abeiut wli %s%*bona fisfvs I have no doubt, have been misled 
by perttfms in whom we have no faith. In my opinion our leaders on the 
other side have been 'misled. Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy is one of my leaden*. 
(Laughter.) ( A voice from the Government henciie.s : Why oppose him P j 
Even in the Haids it has* been said: M Well, whenever your leader follows 
the right pa£h you follow him, buf;whenever in worldly Affairs be does not 
follow the right path you have the right to Criticise nun and point out to 
him that he is not followtti|r the right path, and. if in spite of your criticism 
and in spija of your warning he does npt follow the right path you will 
revolt against him”. That i^the injunctiqp of Islam. I acknowledge that 
he is one of our leaders but he has been misfed. 

If the State is really in danger, if the safety of the State is in jeopardy, 
then and then .only you can enact measures against those enemies of the 
8t44e who are bent upon making mischief and creating trouble. Sir, that 
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is |h & sine qua non of enacting any measure for the protection of the State. 
Sir, there are various elements in the country. Some are Communists, 
sojne are Bolshevists, some are Congressmen. As Congressmen you say you 
represent everybody. As you represent everybody you are Communists also 
in that respect. (Laughter.) 

You have been receiving information from false sources, from selfish 
sources, because people who give such information thrive on on false 
information. If they do not give such information you will say: “The 
police be damned; they are doing nothing”. They are simply getting 
fat salaries and are being fed at the cost of the people. So, Sir, my 
honourable leader has been misled by false information which he enunciated 
when he opened the debate as to why this enactment is necessary. Taking 
into consideration the views which have been expressed by him and the 

facts which he says have been collected by his informants, I say 

that this is altogether a myth. In fact, it does not exist. 1 say 

this because we have been moving about throughout the country and 

I see nothing of the kind. The Communist movement is not for the 

purpose' of overthrowing the State or destroying the State. The Communist 
movement is an economic movement. It is a school of thought just as 

the Congress is a school of thought, and there are people like us who 

belong to anothei school oi thought. A democratic Government, a 

civilised Government must be tolerant ot all these things. (Janah Ml) 
Khuda Bukhsji: You are a college of thought.) (Laughter.) The party- 
in power must create a constitution and make laws which will be of benefit 
to all the people, in order to enable you to take others who diffei with you. 
Instead of doing that. \ou have been trying to put a movement down and 
arrest people without any notice and abstract them away from their 
people and put them in jail without giving them any opportunity to explain 
about thoil alleged action and conduct. As was pointed oijt by my learned 
frjend, Mr. Badrudduja, you are so very unreasonable that you in youi 
anxiety have eliminated the words “reasonable grounds” from the Bill 
What are you afraid of? This is altogether an inquisition and Star Chamber 
method. 

Now. Xii, my time is up. 1 do not like to speak much longei. I only 

want to make this submission to our leader, Sri Kiran Sankar Roy. He is 

a very honest gentleman, and he thinks that this measure is uecessarv for 

the protection of our State. But I say that it is not necessary , hut if you 

think that suppression and oppression can achieve things you are altogether 
mistaken. If suppression and oppression eliminate and destroy a move* 
meat or prevent a person from acting according to his ideal, then you 
Congressmen will not be in power and tjie, Biitish would not have dis- 
appeared from the seem* inasmuch as \ou a I wav* siy “we are 
Wl (oppressed Congress workers)”. 

Mrs. E. M. RICKETTS: Mr Sp< •uker, Sir, although I aiu prepared to 
support the West Bengal Security Amendment Bill, I would like to voice 
my objection to the manner in which this Bill is being pushed through this 
House by the weight of numbers. When this measure was first introduced 
under the name of West Bengal Special Powers Bill, Government veTj 
reasonably agreed to refer it to a Seject Committee where it was sufficiently 
sugar-coated to^rec.oive' the support of almost *11 sections of the House*. 
Now, however, tne*4eiw is tightened and to a mere outsider, events in 
Burma and the Far East lordly seem sufficient justification for giving to 
even the most saintly of 'tfovej’nments. such absolute and dangerous powers. ' 
Of course I have specific* objeotfa ns to certain clauses of this Bill, but these 
have more or less been covered fby the remarjks of members from this side 
of the House. I would only like to add that from a human point of view 
I think it most unnatural that husbands should be expected to refuse shelter 
to wives and wives to husbands. This is against the natural law, which is. 
after all, the first and supreme law. As far as general remarks go 1 would 
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like to say that since it has been sf> often mentioned that this Bill is mainly 
designed to control the Communist Party, it seems to me that a better 
way in which to combat their activities though, of course, a much more 
difficult way, would be by a policy of advanced State socialism. For a 
generation the anonymous millions of India have been promised an 
improvement in their situation with the dawn of independence. For 
these poor suffering people even a year of continued suffering is a year 
too much. Repressive Acte and Ordinances are an undesirable and futile 
weapon, as one of the Hon’ble Ministers has already mentioned ; they are 
indeed a boomerang likely to turn and wound the wieldei. 1 would therefore 
like to recommend, most humbly, to the very powerful Cougress Assembly 
Party, that they would have less faith in repressive ordinances and devote 
more time and attention to constructive work for the people who have so 
trustingly returned them to this Assembly. 

The Hon’ble 8ri BIMAL CHANDRA SINHA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 had 
no idea of taking part in this debate but for the brilliant and sharp speeches 
that were just made from the other side of the House by Junab Mudassir 
Hossain. I must confess, Sir, that after his speech I am suffering from a 
disability and 1 do not know' whether 1 can impress upon this House after 
the arguments that he has advanced. But, Sir, I would like to refer to one 
or two things in particular. In the brilliant speech delivered by the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister while introducing this Bill he made amply 
clear the reasons that made it necessary to introduce this Bill. You must 
realise that for those who have suffered for liberty, for those who have 
suffered for gaining independence of their country, for those who have 
fought repression by non-violent means it is naturally obnoxious for them 
to bring in a measure that tries to curtail the liberty of the people. But, 
Sir, as w'as made amply clear, it is necessary , Sir, in the context of things 
today, to bring this measure not certainly to suppress the lihert> of the 
people but to uphold the liberty of the people by not allowing the minority 
to force the majority to their ways of thought and action. Sn, it is in this 
view that those who have suffered for independence, those who have fought 
tor independence, those who him* struggled for independence, those who 
have made sacrifices and sacrificed everything for independence, have today 
been compelled to bring forwaid this measure. Sir, the responsibility for 
this measure really does not lie on them. Sir. it is fm the people to judge 
how they would like to behave. If in this country exervbody is united on 
this principle that after all we shall be governed by reason and by the results 
of the ballot box, then. Sir, there is no question of resorting to arbitration 
by the sword. As l mentioned the other day during the discussion of the 
Draft Constitution, it our arbitrator is not the ballot box then mu arbitrator 
will surety the sword. And, Sir, if a minority tries to coerce the majority 
by the use of the sword. Sir, 1 ma\ assuie all sections <>f the House and 
through them. Sis, majority of tire people that sword must be met by 
sword. Sir. exception has been taken to the reference that the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister made to the events that are taking place in Chinn, in 
Burma or in the “’South-East Asian countries. Sir, it has been said that 
the Home Minister was seeing a speeti^aml has been hearing the rumbling 
of thunder and that thai has seared him into bjinjfllgprthi* measure. I 
would ask this question. Would \n*ft ask us JcMfWaft fill anarchy and chaos 
overtake its and create confusiod in every^panfc of out country so that there 
might be np time left to take ample precanfrofftt to combat them or to be 
prepared from before so that there might^be organised resistance to such 
anarchy Sir, T would particularly ask the members representing the 
minority communities: Will then see to it that the Government is armed 
with sufficient powers to take precautions in time, or are they willing to 
wait till anarchy overtakes ^them, overpowers them and takes the minority 
by surprise without there being time to give the minorities protection which 
they deserve? I would also ask the honourable members opposite: Would 
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it have been more palatable if the Hon’bfe the Home Minister revealed all 
tfcfe unhappy events and thing’s that are happening here? I would uot like 
to mention everything because the Home Minister himself has not chosen 
to give a long catalogue of the events that are talcing place and the events 
of which he has knowledge. He has given a few specimens for the infor- 
mation of this House and that should suffice. But, Sir, I may refer 
to only one other instance. Sir, in yesterday’s mail 1 received a paper 
called Swadhinata , dated the 30th August, and in that. Sir, it is said that 
s* vmt* *r i 
favf Jt m frit ft fr ft r s zfrt 

and it goes on to say that there was a great strike in which 42,00(1 policemen 
were alleged to have been involved, that they went on strike in Calcutta and 
that the Governor had eventually to intenene and settle the matte] . I 
confess, Sir, that this i.s news even to me, a Member of the Cabinet, and 1 
have no knowledge that such a great event was taking place before our very 
eyes. .Then, Sir, it gives (mother interesting piece of information, namely, 
that a tunnel telephone had been set up connecting the Home Minister’s 
residence at 8, Theatre Road, with Fort U'illiam. As the Ministei in charge 
of Works and Buildings 1 do not know ot this project and it i*. news to me. 
With this sort of propaganda going on, may 1 ask the House whether it 
is not time to put down all such deliberate terminological inexactitudes and 
statements which are absolutely contran to facts? Are we prepared to 
allow persons to propagate tbis sort oi tiling ? Then, Sii, may I ask how 
many times subscriptions have been collected in Muishidabad tor currying 
on an agitation to get Mursluduhud incorporated in Pakistan alter the loth 
of August, 047. on which date Pakistan was carved out oi India. Ma\ 

1 ask, Sir, whether it is not a fact that persons had gone from Murshr- 
dahad to Dacca on this mission with tunds .it their disposal just to carry 
on this agitation!'' Sir, 1 would be hupp\ it 1 am contradicted and 
contradicted on the basis nt tacts and I would be glad lo leant t hat no stieli 
thing took place. Sir, it this sort ot ihing is going on .icioss the border, 
if smuggling is going on in an uneontiollable mamiei, then do \ou think it i" 
wrong for the Government to assume more powers t< > |*ut down anti-social 
activities of such people Y Sir. I should like to letei to om> oi two state- 
ments made by Mr. Badrudduja. Mr. Badrudduja. 1 must confess, has 
made two astounding statements. He has letened to certain incidents that 
took place m certain parts ot Muishidabad. So tar as my knowledge goes, 
there w'as no massacre there and the tiouhles that took place wen* soon 
brought under eon t rol. But what leallx stunned me. what reallx surprised 
me w’as the statement that it there is no communal trouble tod.iv in India, 
that is because the minorities have not got .tux energx left in them because i 
they are suffering from a sense ot frustration May 1 eiUjuiie. Ho, had the 
minorities had any ot tlie energx left behind, ibex would liaxe again taken 
to communal trouble. Is that the import and implication ot bis speech!' 
Sir. I was astounded also to learn that tin* minorities were suffering from 
n sense ot frustration. I must confess dial this dashes to pieces all tin* 
hope* that we were nurturing in oui breast that the minorities were 
choosing to stay in India and were Looking to India as their motherland and 
that getting rid of "all the communal and past complex would join us in a 
common and united effort 4o build up the glorious India of our dreams. 
But 1 xvas sorry to leari^, that the minorities are as yet suffering from a 
sense of frustration, and vif that he so. Sir, max I ask how they can contri- 
bute usefully to the welfare of India and march forward to the India of out 
dreams. Ti is a sad thing tor us to know that tic* minorities are suffering 
from a sense of frustration. For those who cannot yet get rid of that 
frustration complex 1 must confess that it would be more honest to cross 
over and settle where they will find their ideals to be put into operation. 
Those who want to stay here will have to side with the ideology that India 
is choosing* the ideal of a non -coni mu rial secular State where the right 
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of every minority is assured and m minority need* be afraid &f anything. 

I will not refer to other points fio# made out bv different members from 
that side of the House, but I would only say this in conclusion that the 
charge that has been brought to this side of the House is that those who 
had asked for the freedthri of this country are now trying to imitate the 
examples of their British masters and are now carrying on the task left 
unfinished by British Imperialists. Sir, I deny this charge wifli all the 
emphasis that I can command. It is not a fact that the members on this 
side of the House are playing the second fiddle to the Anglo-American 
imperialists. Now when that is not a fact it is well known on the other 
hand who during the dark dsns played the second fiddle to the Anglo- 
American imperialists. Sn, 1 need not name them. That would he 
irritating them, but we know (juste well who in those days were sliding the 
British imperialist** in this country. We an* determined to see that no 
imperialism of any hrund. be it British, American or Soviet, takes root 
here again and puts this countr\ under its domination. It is our determina- 
tion to see that this count n will be free and independent and will have 
every right to choose its own ideology, its own system without any 
interference from any foreign country. It we find therefore that any 
country is creating trouble with a view t<» playing the second fiddle, may 
be, to Soviet Russia, we are prepared to resist such efforts with all tin* power 
we possess. Our ideal will he to develop a Kishun-Muxjloor raj from 
inside, not that of Russia, of whatever brand that may he, and not from 
outside. Sir, that is the fundamental teaching of the Congress. We mean 
to say that we have achieved independence and we mean to say that we want 
to retain it and do not want to be a satellite country like the countries of 
Eastern Europe or of South-East Asia. 

With these words. Sir, I would ask you not to take the Security Hill 
with a sense of suspicion and not to say that this powei has been used hero 
for breaking up strikes. Sir, instances have been cited that these powers 
have been used to break up strike** but they have not been used against 
the landlord and rich men and against saboteur and black mai keteer.s. But, 
Sir, the fact is that this Security Bill has been applied mole than once 
against the black marketeer s m the border aieas in ‘Jd-Rargaiias and in West 
Dinajpur. 1 would theiefore appeal to all section*, oi the House to see to 
it that tli<» rights ot the minorities who have chosen to stay here and 
subscribe to the Indian Enion are safcgmnded. but that there may be no 
subversive activities and there max be n«» one flee in the land who is 
looking forward acro-s the borders just to import sonic sort of imperialism^ 
may be, ot the Soviet brand or any otliei brand to entorce this country into 
a new form of slavery . 

Janab ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQI. Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 wish the 

Hon’ble the Leader of the House had asked his youngei colleague not to 
take pa it in this debate. Speeches oi the type delivered bv him instead 
of creating an atmosphere **afisfjictoi \ to the cause which is being 
advocated bv Congressmen in this House, are likely to create a reaction 
which will do nobody an\ good. Sir. \ou will understand the old adage 

II ’ (the plaintiff is silent but the vvitnesH is 

talkative ). 1 wish the Hmi'hle the Home Minister had given us all the 

arguments that the Hon’ble Minister who spoke last gave us, Then wo 
would have understood wheie we were wrong and where we were right. 
Sir, to my amazement a strange metempsychosis has come over the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister. While the Security Bill was being discussed in this 
House, when he was not among us, he, in his great wisdom, is reported 
to have said— and if I am wrong I hope I shall he corrected -in the words 
of Lord Acton, that absolute power corrupts absolutely and jieople mistake 
Government for the State. I am prepared to make a margin for him. 
From before the time that he entered this House as a Minister and after his 
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on try into the Housfe and the CabiueJ, lie^got, perhaps, better information 
and, on that basis, he ha* changed his mind. AVhat he then considered 
as improper and incorrect, lie now considers as proper and correct. In 
spite of the fact that he has no reasonable ground? ^or hia action in bringing 
the Bill before the House, he is now of the opinion that this Ordinance must 
become a part of the law of the land and he placed on the Statute Book. 
Sir, making Ordinances permanent pieces of legislation is the lowest depth 
of misery in statesmanship. In other words, laws, measures and rules 
which were required for special conditions and on special occasions are 
going to he part of our permanent law. They cannot think of anything 
new. They talk of freedom and independence that is supposed to have 
come to us in spite of our being a Dominion. They think that independence 
and these reactionary measure** and tin* reactionary mentality behind them 
go hand in hand together. 

Sir, you must have been amazed and astounded, as I was, b\ a reference 
to Communism as it has spread according to British News Agencies and 
newspapers in Burma, in Malaya, in Indonesia, in Siam and in French 
Indo-China. May I remind some of the older members of the Congress in 
this House that, aftei the war of 1H14-1N, when Mrs. Annie Besant started 
the Home Rule League, these vei\ same people, the ver\ same agencies 
and the very same politicians, accused her and the members of the Home 
Rule League of having got their funds fiom the newly established Bolshevik 
State in Moscow’. Sir, l am surprised that the same argument is being 
used today. They are imitating others and they are using political clap- 
trap that does not do them justice. Communism in Burma, Malaya, 
Indonesia, Siam and in French Indo-China means nothing more and nothing 
less than tin* grabbing capacities <>f Colonial Poweis in those territories. 
Sir, l can appreciate an Anglophil or a Dutchphil or a Francophil using that 
argument, but to come and tell us on the doubtful authmity of interested 
publicity that Communism, because it has come next dooi, is going to invade 
our own homes, is something ridiculous, js something unconvincing, is 
something that should be withdrawn it the gentlemen who use *uch argu- 
ments think that they aie really mi tun* and dependable grounds. 

Sir, 1 am again surprised at the fact that arguments are being brought 
before us which again are not convincing Imagine. Sir, the lonely fight 
that the only Comrade in this House has been putting up from his peculiar 
viewpoint and from his peculiar ideahstie mentality, lu^ Mr. Speaker, Sir, 
If people in this House tel! me. now quite old in polities, that Communism 
rules supreme and there is dangei to fhe State because these isolated gentle- 
men who preach Karl Marx* and Lenin and e\en Stalin today are going to 
subvert the Indian system of tioy eminent, are going to grab power as some 
people have done and n*f'use t* leave if. Mi Speaker* Sii, then 1 shall 
declare* myself to he a person fit to be sent to a lunatic asylum. 

Mr. Speaker. Sir. yve have heard urgiimeUN and we have them repeated 
ad nausrtim that it is this and it is tWW^Tt would have been more honest, 
it would have been in the fitness of thing*, if the Hon'lde Minister had told 
«h that there is danger of this Governmentbeing upset, that there is danger 
of the resentment of the public against the $ecuiit\ Act and this illegitimate 
baby of it that is going to become legit imfctixed this evening, is necessary 
for keeping the present Ministers in their jobs. I do not grudge them that 
position. Sir. The Hon’bhe Minister who spoke last seemed to feel like 
the dog under the (‘art that the whole weight inside the cart was being 
carried by him on his own shoulders, Mr. Speaker, Sir. I should like any 
member of this House, old or young, to stand up and tell me that the Muslim 
did not share or hear his share of the fight foi freedom in India. I am 
prepared to accept the challenge and to convince him that in all the activities 
of Mahatma Gandhi we took a larger share than our numbers justified. 
(The Hou’ble Sri Niharendu Drrr-MAzruDAR : Not the Mualint 



1948.] GKJVEKNMENT BILL. 151 

* ‘ m * 

League.) Mohandas Karamchrtrd sGtthd hi* became a . Mahatma because of 
us, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was rejected by his own people; we 
put him— -to translate an Urdu idiom — on our head and eyes, and. Sir, in 
all humility I declare th*t .Mahatmaji laid down his life because of ua. We 
shall be an ungrateful people; F shall consider myself a wretched creature 
if that sense of gratefulness is not present in my heart, but to claim that 
India belongs to the majority and that the Muslim minority in it does not 
exist is tin attitude of mind that is surprising. 

I heard the word communal. Sir. people who belie\e in the rantashramn, 
people who refuse to drink a glass of water out of my hand, talking of 
democracy, talking of equality, talking of brotherhood ami fraternity, 
are uttering political nonsense of the highest order. Mi. Speaker, Sir, I 
have not wasted the y ears of my life in not understanding the mentality of 
my countrymen. I was told only a tew months ago that utter having done 
this and after having done that and after having done the other thing, how 
dare you talk in terms of freedom and liberty Y Sir, after the loss of the 
Mughal Empire we became subjects and servile. We can continue to 
remain in that position if those who talk of democracy and (‘quality are not 
prepared to advance to us rights of equality as they have refused and tlo^ 
are refusing to advance them not to us hut to the untouchables the disin- 
herited ones of India, the people who were the inhabitants of this country, 
before tin* Aryans came amt befoie tin* Brulmiana influence took |M»ssessiou 
of the count ry . 

Holding those \iews. Sir, 1 am tmng to impress upOu the Hon’hle the 
Home Minister whether, even at this late hour, he will lie prepared to 
forget the bogey of Communism and to allow the Indian mind, both among 
the majority and among the minorities, to feel peaceful, to realise that now* 
a change has come ovei tin* country, to let him led that ho will sft*ep 
happily in his house and that he will he allowed to go alsmt his business 
peacefully and in a decent way 

Sir. argument has been used about the Eastern* Frontiers of West 
Bengal, Argument had been used in this House a hit earlier about 
strategic roads and about perhaps a Maginot Line to be built right from the 
Bay of Bengal to the confines of Assam. This creates a type of reaction. 
We who have decided to stay in India, vvr who Mitisider India as much our% 
as of any member sitting in this House, we tcel that we deserve letter • 
consideration than |he petty and cheap remarks thrown towards us by nicin^ 
hers of the Government, whose responsibility should be a bit higher than 
that of the ordinary members of the party. Sir, Hon’hle Ministers have on 
occasions behaved as I did not expect of members on the Treasury Benches 
to behave, but we have come to this sorry pass, we have come to a system 
where people wlnt disagree must bo devoured, must be killed, must be put 
out of action. Sir, as the Hon’hle Speaker of this House, it must have 
surprised you that Bills are produced iji this House like sausages in a 
sausage factory. A Bill is introduced, "'a Bijl goes through its various stage* 
and then a Bill is passed as amended ^nd*^ settled in the House. The whole 
process does not take more than a few minutes. 

i At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Mr. Speaker, I shall sit dow*n? but this light upsets me. 

Sir, honourable in embers on the Government benches make no contribu- 
tion to the debate. They let tb speak and then laugh at us for the argu- 
ments we produce. Mr. Speaker, that shows either empty-headed ness on the 
other side or a very clever attitude of mind where they divulge nothing, 
where they do not tell us why they want to break our heads, and yet they 
do get power to do as they like. Sir, l could have gone on, but this light*, 
always upsets me. I would appeal to the Cabinet that even when it doea* 

this power, for God’s sake, in the name of the liberty and freedom and 
independence with which you seem to be intoxicated, in the name of that 
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equality, for God's sake, do riot abus<*tli*s Act or better still do not use this 
Act at all. Have confidence in vour brothers, even if they are Muslima 
* You have seen how demoralised they have become. You Can wipe them out; 
you can do what you like with them, but do not deny them, at least, a bit of 
P£ace of mind. 

Argument has been used that this $ill is intended for the Communists 
alone. J differ from t hat point of view. My feeling is that the whole effort 
behind the Bill here, as in other Provinces is to (-rush opposition from any 
quarter wherevc? it may raise its head. ‘The camouflage’ is too thin to 
hide their real intentions. Sir, the lesson of Russia, the lesson of China and 
the lesson of Turkey, have not been wasted on those who hold power in the 
High Command of ihe Congress. I see as well as I can even with my glasses, 
Sir, that the whole system behind the policy is the establishment of a One- 
Party Government. Those who vote with u.-> are our own; those who vote 
against us are our enemies. With that mentality, Sir, neither the ideals of 
Mahatma Gandhi nor the ideals of the older school of Congressmen will 
materialise. With power in their hands, they will be able to crush opposi- 
tion. The word “liooinerang” was used in the debate today. I shall not 
uni‘ that simile but I will most earnestly inform the Hon’ble Home Minister 
that even a worm turns, het the worm die a natural death. Do not crush 
it by trampling it down. (The Ilon'ble Si i Kmvx Svnkvh Roy : But an 
earthworm does not.) Whether it is an earthworm or a sky worm, perhaps 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister know.s better with his various dubitable and 
non-dubitubie sources of information. He has given us a list and a long list 
of material of a military character that his department has collected. In 
his final reply, if he make* any, he will, l hope, be gracious enough to 
inform us whether any ol the people who brought this material to the Police 
Department, oil her voluntarily or otherwise, have been arrested or have been 
pui in *lail. Has any one been tried under the SeeuriU Act oi anv of the 
other Acts!-' He will also, 1 hope, tell ii" whethei the icinniuing material 
with the people was with people who arc l ( M) per rent Communists, whether 
th.efe "weii* any Congressmen, whethei thcie were an\ Kaslitny.i Swavam 
Sevak Sutighu people, whether there were any Mahasahha people and last of 
all wh'ther there were an\ Muslims among them Certainly punish 
them. We hu\e been disarmed people tor - almost a <entur\ and a half, and 
we lime not learnt tin* ait of using these mins well 1 shall, therefore, 
«wuit an explanation fiom the Ilon’ble the Home Minister and shall sit 
<U*w ii by repeating my appeal to him “ini God’s sake, do not make rtse of 
this Act 

the Hon'ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mi. Speaker, 
Sir, as 1 listened to the debates ami particularly after l had heard the lucid 
exposition of the pic^nt situation given by the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
while moving this Hill, I had hurdlv expected that there would he an 
acrimonious debate in the same old fashion as this House had been used to 
1 expected, Sir. on the contrary that a measure of this kind, after the 
Hon'ble the Home MiuLtci had advanced facts and arguments in a perfectly 
■objective and masterly fashion wit limit the slightest rancour towards any- 
body, and made an appeal to every one to < oiisider the measure on the basis 
ot the security of the State, would he welcomed. Instead of coming forward 
and responding to that appeal with constructive suggestions we found. Sir, 
an attempt has been made to create a cloud of confusion and to raise all 
manner of false alarm. Sir. the most unfortunate parf of it is that some 
honourable members have chosen to become the champions of civil liberties. 
It is perhaps a tragic thing for us to have to hear the advocacy of civil 
lilierty from those who in the days of complete muzzling of civil* liberty of 
the Indian people in the land of their birth had nevjr thought it their duty 
to raise their voice in protest. We knew. Sir. during the years of muzzling 
"■of civil liberty, especially from 1942 onward, what had been their past 
behaviour. The honourable tneniWr representing the Muslim Chamber^ of 
Commerce who ha$ spoken just before me — I may be forgiven for repeating^ 
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facts ami for reminding the House about those facts — when patriots were 
rotting- in jail, wlu*n patriots had been huddled behind prison burs ami were^ 
undergoing the most oppressive treatment in prison, when on l he floor of* 
this House a discussion was taking place* for ideading with Government for 
a better treatment of political prisoner^ inside the jails, that honourable 
gentleman representing the Muslinr^Cliamber of Commerce, who has been 
used perhaps to^computing gains and losses on a commercial basis and has 
had no occasion fix evaluate life in any other sphere, on any other basis, 
simply scoffed at the idea and characterised the' cry as a cry for treating the 
political prisoners as “// annuls ’* of Go\ernmont. That was the very 
expression used bv the gentleman who today springs up as the champion of 
civil liberties. The Honble the Home Minister has explained for whom this 
measure is meant. If even alter that assurance and explanation the honour- 
able membef insets on thinking that he has reasons to become nervous, I am 
onl\ sorry for him. (At this stage Janah Abdur Rahman Siddiqi left the 
Chamber.) Sir, the honourable gentleman runs away but he left behind hia 
tears expressed and on record in the proceedings of the House. The honour- 
aide gentleman who proclaimed his loyally to the Indian State proclaimed 
himself as an equal citizen with the most |o\al citizens of India stated that , 
then* was perhaps an idea in the air of a Maginot Line stretching all aloftg 
the 7f M 1 miles troui the Bay of Bengal up to the frontiers of Assam. Bui^ 
now. Sir, may 1 ask if anybody thought it fit with competence on military 
matters that a Maginot Line was needed tor the protection and safety of the ^ 
Indian Cnion. Can iheie he any loyal citizen of the Indian Cnion Who will 
get alarmed at the prospect <>! such a Maginot Line if that wCVe to Iw* oons- 
trintedh' Sir. who would he interested in expressing alarm at the prospect 
of tlie Indian Cnion being defended and fortified against chances of 
invasion it is for you to judge. Sir. I am sorn that that gentleman madf 
it convenient to run away and not he heie foj me to pause for an uu#wer J< 
from Imn l hope, Sir. searching his own heart he knew what the answer 
was and perhaps (he expression of his leai tame out in an unguftrded moment 
and it annmnis io a eonles-don of the inner leanings which makes him so 
siispit nuts of tins Bill uhbh i- meant to be applied agniiisl none else but tbe 
enemies of the State. Sir, looking back wc need not forget that there has 
continued a struggle between opposing forces m this <ountrv cither through 
the bonds of slavery or through the thirst for political freedom whether in 
times of wai < >1 ill tunes of compaiutixe pea< e, a i easeless struggle has gone 
on between the lopes of liberal ion of the coiintrv, forces of ull-rotM|d 4 
liberation who have aimed at ihe achievement of political. economic ami 
cultural ficedom for the people of this laud and those who have helped Ihe 
extraneous powers in perpetuating the subjugation of this land. Sir, whether 
we took to the glorious tradition* of the Non-eo-opej at ion Movement or whe- 
llier we b*ok to the da\s ol the Civil I)i*.obedfein e Movement altei a ilecude 
between 1930 and 1332 or whether we look to the final phase* of our struggle 
for i ndependeitce in the Quit India Movement in 1942 onward, we see. Sir, 
the opposing for re**, whose remnants are still there within the Indian Cnion, 
have, on ever v oceasioii, allied themselves with the foreign power in order 
to deprive the Indian people ot its freedom (Shaik Moil vm vn Uju ngir: : 
Muslim League was not involved. 1 believe, i May be, there is no Muslim 
League today to which you belonged formerly. You might have changed 
overnight. We shall expect a change and a searching of heart and shall 
respect you to put forward vour honest claim of having really changed. 

We have seen, Sir. that in 1930-32. in those day* when the Civil 
Disobedience Movement started — 1 shall not say a RuCsian sponsored Com- 
munist partv — we saw the first beginnings of a sort of agency of the British 
Communist Party in which I have leason to believe there were agents of the 
British Foreign Office pursuing the British Foreign Policy who had actually 
created an offspring in Ifldia of a politically doubtful legitimacy and used 
those politically illegitimate offsprings on the Indian soil to pull down the 
National Flag on the Chowpathi sands of Bombay. They burnt it and trod 
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upon it. That was the history aipi that is the record with which this so- 
called Communist Party of India, in other words a mere Imperialist sector 
nurtured and piloted by the policies dictated by the iBritisb^Foreigii Office, 
had sprung up and started their career of treachery and betrayal. Sir, after 
that we found again they tried in every possible way to take the edge off the 
revolutionary movement in this country^ When in 1939 there was a cry from 
the people that the Congress should declare its final struggle againa^ British 
Imperialism and the Congress afford, give a final ultimatain to Britain it is 
these people and this party which opposed .that .move of tho#e who were 
striving to that end. * 

Ihen, Sir, the Congress leadership in its moderation watf trying to go 
slow, was trying to be more cautious, nut, Sir, the 1 plea taken by this pseudo- 
revolutionary party was that tilery shoulcf-be no movement iff* that time 
launched against the British Government an (Li hay did it in the name of the 
Congress. But when the Congress did give the call in"1942 they were not 
with the Congress. They were .with Sir Reginald- Maxwell, under wdiose 
Chairmanship thev met together at Dcoli, adumbrated their plan of a Peoples* 
l\ar to counter the activities of the Congress and after giving their under- 
taking to their Paymaster, the British Power, they ware declared a legal party 
legit iufhti^f or the ^British purpose of depriving the people of their foodstuffs, 
to denude the homes of,the people, taking the Indian womenfolk out of 
their homes to be engaged in looking after and nursing British soldiers in the 
name of the \V . A. C. Movement. And it is they who under the help and 
patronage of their jpuy masters had blossomed forth hs a legal party enjoying 
all the patronage possible in this land. When Congress and the father of 
the nation, fpr whom we find streams of tears though belated flowing from 
the eyes ot the new devotees ot Mahatma Gandhi, were rotting and 
languishing in jail, they w’ere fitting aloof and their allies, tin* Communist 
agents British Imperialism in India, were bti>y very actively propagating 
support lor the British war efforts. Sir, they were doing tills at a time when 
our \ il luges were bc^ng razed t < > the ground. We know' what happened in 
Midnapore, Balut'ghnt, Satara »n<l elsewhere. Sir, £can say with all the 
sense of responsibility 1 can command that that waa»the period when even 
Indian policemen who in ordei to earn a living had joined the British service 
— there were elements among them— were cautioning and helping the 
revolutionaries who were in hiding, hut the Communist Party w'erg helping 
their British paymasters and handing ovei the revolutionaries to the police* 
lliat was their role in IIiom* days. That was the time when famine was 
u loot on t ^e one hand, and oti the other these activities of theirs were going 
on. And now standing up Before the public they say — we know' public 
memory is very short — that black marketeers are all about. But, Sir, the 
black marketeers were the creatures ot the British anil thev were the com- 
panions of the British who were thriving on them. Black market started 
with the inking away of people*# foodstuffs from houses and these persons 
belonging to the Coiujmiuist Party ot India had actually aided and abetted 
’ w hai the Brit iL „w ere doing m the name of the denial policy, the infamous 
d< mini policy of Sir .John ITeihert. There was no other party, not even the 
Mudim League Party who supported the denial policy. But these agents of 
Imperialism, the Communist Party of India liad done so.* But today, 
thinking that publi< memory i^ short, they stand up and condemn black 
marketers. Today they also talk of trial ! If trial w'us to have taken place, 
we must confess that there^ought to have been a trial in order “to ascertain 
the war-time guilt of these agents of the British Power. They did not stop 
there. I have repeal'd more than once before the House, but I think it 
bears repetition, that the Communist Party of India to ingratiate them- 
selves with their Britjsh paymasters said that they weifc so, lotfal that even if 
Sublias Chandra Bose, the beloved Xetaji of the Indian* people — today they 
talk of celebrating bis Birthday in order to hide theig colour as fifth 
columnist* — came hack to India, he would get the receptionrwhich he had not 
bargained for, hot garlands but bullets. That is the vindication of th* 
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patriotism bf this Communist Party people. Sir, I say this with a 
feeling of badness in my heart that today they have got the opportunity 
of hiding their colour by aligning themselves with all tlie forces 
who through peace anj[ war have consistently opposed the Congress. Today 
they may have jgot a part of India sliced out by haying formed a Muslim 
League Party. **fhos^ gentlemen who ttri£re now vociferously talking of the 
Muslim contribution to the freedom of* India know very well that it is the 
contribution of the citizens of Indio aome of whom are Muslims by religion 
and thep^know tprite well that the Muslim Jheugue to which the.se venerable* 
gentlemen belonged had not the decency of sending a word of condolence after 
the death of®Kastifrba inside a Irtish jail. See the decency of these people, 
and the Communist Patty has formed u free alliance with them as they d«r 
previously with their British paymasters! Today the honourable member 
from the MusWm Chamber of Commerce was pleading on behalf of the Com* 
munist Pari#. He%as holding a brief for them. I flunk his pleading would 
be more neWed at Karachi wliemour friend Dr. K. M, Asliraff is detained by * 
the Pakistan Government far his activities. Instead of doing so the honoura-^ 
able member horn the Muslim Chamber' ot Commerce wants us to give* 
freedom to his client to proceed and advanue as he likes ana he abhors thf 
idea of a Maginot Line being constructed for the safety of the Indian Union. 
In whose interest, I ask, was that honourable gentleman apeaking? 

Again, when we look to the provision uf the Bill, rhucli has ImmKzi ilfid by # 
honourable members opposite about the reasonably ; ground* being the only* 
reasonable parf and that being deleted. It is kndtin for a fact that when 
this House passed the Security Act, the House accepted the responsibility tha^ 
the Government which i# responsible to tllit House has been .empowered to 
exercise powers of detention without trial ami the powers to determine 
whether there was any necessity for detention. That power of detention was 
the function of the executive Government. So the Congress Party 
proposed that Government is being given power for a period of time, outlf* 
detention is to be continued after a particular period then * the reviewing 
Judge would be reviewing the case which should be placed before him, and 
in doing so Government would strictly see that Government exercise those 
powers on reasonable grounds. But it was not meattt fat the court to 
adjudicate and deternffhe whether the necessity for detention arose, #0r there 
is contradiction in the body of the Bill itself. (Blue light waaclit JiereA 
Sir, I want a few minutes more. 


M«v*PEAKER: You go on. 

Th% Hon’ble Sri NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR : If that power wan 
intended, to be given to the court and there v^us no provision for executive 
power, immediately a man has been detained he might have moved the High 
Court under powers analogous to the hahea * corpus and the whole matter 
might have been adjudicated within twenty-four hours after arrest. Instantly 
after arrest the High Court might be approached. If that was the intention 
then there was no need for the provision of the Judge examining the case. 

It ih precisely there that the confusion arose. These powers are of the 
nature that unless the executive authority of the land by the exercise of the* 
power ensures the safety of the land, there would lie no High Cflihrt left 
there to adjudicate Gne honourable member said, that the High Court 

may be patriotic; jjjylrfell, the High Court is not the policeman: the * 
High Court’s job j/THo aliudicate according to the laws enatied in this 
House, and after JTtboroufr4lial in which a man would be convicted the 
High Court' worfi pronounce sentence. If that was the purpose of the 
Bill, naihely, to give this power to the High j0ourt, -there was no need of 
talking of detention without trial. There is some intellectual dishonesty in 
trying to evadeihe issue. We plainly acknowledge that the House has taken 
the responsibility of detention without trial, and therefore this is contradic- 
tory that you u% detention without trial, and at the same time you ask 
powers to be gr*ft| to theiligh Court to adjudicate^ If that is the position, 
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why has the Government taken the odium of detention without trial? About 
the interest of people, I may say that there are two methods of ensuring the 
safety of the State. The Indian Army had to march to briijg to book and 
reduce the. Razakars who enacted a reign of ternjr. There might be a 
situation analogous to what we had witnessed during the Calcutta riots. 
The situation was allowed to develop and not a soul was arrested for preven- 
tive purposes and not till ten thousand people had been murdered and there 
was complete chaos and anarchy. Is there anybody in this House or outside 
who would not say that Government would be a hundred' times justified if 
Government had chosen those organisers of the riots and arrested them and 
Retained them without trial so that Ualcujta mjght have beef spared that 
ordeal? Today we have to choose between two things — either we allow the 
situation to drift, or we deter the agents analogous to the Razakars or such 
other internal enemies of the State before they ar$ allowed to go too far when 
the Indian Army has to be called for, w hen Martial Luw has to be proclaimed 
and this House would not be there and a Military Governor would have to 
rule. Do you want that situation to arise here? Nobody objected to the 
* Indian Army jjitejing the Hyderabad State to reduce the Razakars. 

* Sir, we are psing not the Indian Army but the armour of the Security Act 
and that armour is prepared and, forged on the anvil of this House in order 
to arm the Govermhent so that things may not proceed too far and preventive 
measures may be tak6n. (# .. 

Sir, we have to choose between two alternatives — either we give the civil 
liberty of a civil war to the^tate enemies to raze this land and then at the cost 
of life galore, wo try to bring law and order back with the help of an army, 
or we take the preventive measure of forestalling the criminal designs of 
those criminals and by arresting and putting in a few people in jail, we give 
to Bengal and to India peace after she has attained freedom in order to 
develop herself. That is the choice of the situation. 

Sir, those dark forges of civil war, those dark forces for deciding our 
fate, not through the ballot-box but through the bullet, are today seeing the 
dr$ad of a Maginot Line, seeing the dread of civil liberty, seeing the dread 
of .all the horrors in which they had been participants during the British 
regime and like a spectre it is haunting them. So we have heard the 
frightened voices of those whose dats have been doomed and who know that 
they* are axposed before the bar of the people. They know that when they 
talC ef demonstrations of the people before the gates of the Assembly, it is 
precisely because of those demonstrations, egged on by these agents of 
chaos, that some innocent people were killed, but the real culprits escaped 
with their skin, Certain honourable member of this House reported that he 
had been an eye-witness to it*. He was not detained at that time or prevented 
from attending thte House. He was egging on the miscreants from behind. 
After this, the people of Calcutta knew whose hands w^ere at work and there 
was not a single voice ot protest against that measure. Soon after, .these 
dark forces of chaos gave a call for a general strike and what was the evidence 
of the people’s verdict? Not a single institution went on strike. The 
honourable member for the Railway Trade Union Constituency had joined 
in that call for a general strike, but his own Railway Trade Union consti- 
tuents repudiated him — not a single one went on strike. After this if he 
thinks still he has got the people’s verdict in his favrar, I challenge that he 
may resign his seat and try on this issue to seek re-election from the Railway 
^Trnde Union Constituency. If he thinks that the HouteUias not been fair to 
him, if he thinks that the members of this Party are noltfair to him, after 
he has given all the longest speec hes and^a* many speeches as he liked, he 
haa the clear course open to him to myanci appeal fo the bar of the people. 
Let him resign his seat aud'Vome back/ Perhaps be may have a chance of 
occupying the Treasury Behcbea that he is so loath to do today. Sir, I shall 
wait for his reply in action, in conduct, as to what course he is to follow. 

Sir, I need not say any more. 1 thought that afted/ what had been 
pointed out by the Hon'ble Home Minister, it would be a matter for concern 



1ST 


.1*1.1 OOVWIBBNT BILL. 

^ \ „ fa 

to *11 honest citizens to see how such dangers muv be thwarted. But those who . 
aip wide awake but pretend to bt* asleemand list* to be Mary's little lambs— 
embodiment of innocence — their placets elsewhere, not on the floor of this 
House which is the custodian of tn$ safety ant! security of this Province. 

the Hovfble Sri KIRAN 9ANKAR RO Vs M$, Speaker, now that the 
debate is practically over and in spite of the natural combination between 
the Communists and the commuimlista of this House, it is obvious that the 
House is overwhelmingly going to support the principles and measures 1 of 
th is Bill. T have no desire to detain this House for more than a minute hr 
two. I onlyVish to *ny jjhat it ogives the Government no pleasure to onaq| 
laws authorising detention without trial, but the activities of the subversive 
groups have left, us no choice, no option. Our conscience is absolutely clear 
in this niatfer. The responsibility for. this Act must lie on those who are 
preaching hatred urid practising violence against the State. 

One honourable gentleman from that side of the House appealed to me 
to giva an assurance that the Act will he used fairly and honestly.*' I! 
wholeheartedly give that assufince. There may be mistakes — mistake#; 
often happen. 1 appeal to the members of this’ House to infbrm me wheW 
we commit mistakes and I shall certainly try tp rectify them. I shall 
require the assistance of every memlwr of this House fo see that not one 
innocent man suffers. I shall also require the assistance pf every member, of , 
this House to see that not a single guilty |>erson escapes be he a Commuiiist 
or a Communal ist, a yoonda, a black marketeer or a smuggler. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Sri Kiran Sutikar Boy that the West Bengal, 
Security (Amendment) Bill, 1948, as settled in the Assembly, be passed was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYES— 41, 

Bandopadhaya, Sri Pramatha Nath. 

Banerfee, Sri 8ustl Kumar. 

Barman, The Hon'ble 8ri Mohinl Mahan. 

Barman, 8ri Syama Prasad. 

Basu, 8ri Neman u Kumar. 

Btumdari, 8rl Charu Chahdra. 

Bhattaoharyya, 8rl Shyamopada. 

Chakravarty, Sri 8atish Chandra. 

Chat ter jee, 8rf Haripada. 

Cttoudhury, Sri Annada Prosad. 

Chaudhun, The Hon'ble 8rl Rai Haren- 
Sra Nath. 

Das, Sri Radha Nath. 

Oas Gupta, 8ri Khagendra Nath. 

Daaa, 8rl Kanallal. 

Do. 8ri Kanal Lai. 

Delul, Sri Harenpra Nath. 

Dutt4Mazumdar, The Hon'ble Sri 
Niharsndu. 

Gayen, Sri Arabinda. 

Ghoee, Sri Bimal Comar. 

Gemot* Mr. D. 1 Slnha, The Hon'ble Sri Bimal Ohandrs. 

NOES— 3. 

Basu, Sri Jyotl. ( Mohamad Raftque, Sheik. 

Brahmin, Sri Ratanlal. | 

The Ayes being 41 and the Noes 3, the motion was carried. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 7-25 p.m. till 3-30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
the 29th September, 1948, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


Gupta, Sri 4 . €. 

Haidar, 8ri Kubor Chand. 

Mahan ty, Sri Charu Chandra. 

Matti, The Hon'ble Sri Nfkunis Behalf. 
Majhl, Sri Nithapati. 

Ma)umdar, The Hon'ble Sri ShtRMtl. 
Malltok, Sri Ashutoeh. 

Mandal, Sri Annadapraaad. 

Mandal, Sri Bankubeharl. 

Mandal, Sri Krishna Prasad. 

Mookerjee, The Hon'ble Sri Kallpada. 
Mukherjl, Sri Dhirondra Narayan. 
Naakar, 8rl Ardhendu Sekhar. 

Natkar* The Hon'ble Sit H4m Ohandrs. 
Panja, The Hon+Mo Sri 'ladabondra 
Nath. 

Pramanlk, 8rl Rajanl Kanta. 

Roy, The Hon'ble Dr. Btdhan Chandra. 
Roy, The Hoofhfo Sri Kiran Sankar. 
San, The Hon'ble Sri PrafUlla Chandra. 
Shameul Huq, Janab. 
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Proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
tinder the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as adapted. 

The As.semiily met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 29th September, 1948, at p.m. 

Present: 

* Mr. Speaker (tiie Hon’iile Sri Isvvar Das Jalan) in the Chair, 10 
Hon’ble Ministers and 50 members. 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

Rationing sf korotons oil. 

*23. Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Comimbazar: Will the 
Hpn’ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased 
testate — 

(a) if be is aware that in mofussil areas where there is either no 

electric power or where the supply of the power is uncertain or 
irregular, the public suffer extreme hardship due to rationing 
of kerosene oil ; 

(b) what is the actual quantity of kerosene .oil which a family not 

having electric connection receives per week per head or per 
room, under the existing system; 

(c) has the cut ia,.the ration of kerosene oil been restored to its original 

quantity after the Provincial quota was restored ; and 

(d) in view of the great hardship now experienced by the public, if any, 

will the Government consider the desirability of re-examining tne 
whole position and giving such relief in the shape of increased 
ration of kerosene so far as is possible under the present circum- 
stances ? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sri Prafulla Chandra Sen): un The public suffer hardship not 
due to rationing of kerosene oil, but due to short supply of the commodity, 
a circumstance over which we have no control. 

(b) (i) In the Calcutta Rationed Area (Initial and Extended) on # unit, 
i.e., 22 oks. , is allowed per unlighted room per month. 

(it) During the War a family of 6 members in rural and urban areas 
used to get one bottle and three bottles of 22 ozs. each per month respec- 
tively. This was based on the basic quota of 50 per cent, of 1941 releases, 
1941 being taken as a normal year so far as kerosene consumption is con- 
cerned. From July, 1947, the quota was reduced and in June, 1948, it 
came down to 42 per cent, of 1941 releasee and there was a corresponding 
out in the family quota. Since July last, the quota for the Province has 
been increased to about 65 per cent, of the 1941 releases and the quotas of 
families in rural and qrban areas have been proportionately increased. 

(o) Tbe cut in the quotas of Calcutta ration has not yet been restored, 
but there has been a restoration of the cut in the districts since July last. 

(d) The procurement of kerosene depends mainly on the Oil Companies 
and Until the original quantity can be procured, no further relief to the 
public is possible. 



•H SYOTI BA8U. With regard to answer (d)> wil 5 the Hon’ble 
Minister please state whether there is any control of Government over 

the companies with regard to the production of k erased* oil P 

Tht Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: 80 per cent, of 
the kerosene oil is not produced in India and therefore as there is not much 
production the question of control does not arise. 

Sri JYOTI BASU: On the 20 per cent, which is produced in India, it 
there any control over the companies with regard to that quantity ¥ 

Tht Hon’ble Sri PRAFULLA CHANDRA SEN: Not much of a 
control. Only there is a sort of a gentleman’s agreement between the 
Government of India and the companies. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answer* to which were laid on the table) 

Firt SUtitp at Bankunu 

6. SH KANAILAL BE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Health Department be pleased to state — 

(t) **P{$T* Fire Brigade** sub-station NTO ft *T? SflTeie TOT* 

m 

(b) at *f&*nct fa *f$*r «nrfan S*r* nwr to 

a** tfartTC** $$ Brigade tfR iTOfHC* tf**TCf; 

(e) nTW tffaT 5fr rc* S*t n^r* *Tfw* totost ft; 

(d) fa c*. ctrorot e sttott nftrarc* rate* mum fats St 

Brigade** tU-NTO *WT* W &7fa*TflTO; a*t 

(e) to stw Svt S&rt*T fa?T* nr* 31 *t*t fKirtiw* fa *r? 

MINISTER in charge of the HEALTH DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy): (a) enxi «w to* *rf*fa *t* *t*rf*i 

(TOJ* TOT* *T5a^*f5 5T*FT TOT RTD)! 

(b) to *t *tro riS frfl> wT'Rei-e a*t can *iw to to eif&nt St 

Fire Brigade tfR f'-^TTO HTtun *f**rcw t s^fS CTO toito *t nT«*Tl 

Fire Brigade** tfTO faWrro TOT*r t*r W ** TO i 

(c) * TO *T l 

(d) *rr, to i 

(e) 4 * >W« ctrom e bwt ats* *tot nf*ro* tout St Fire station^ SSr**r 
tV*T* TOI TO faflCi*< 1 

SRI KANAILAL DE : TOtfta *t\ TOf w fa n $ Fire Brigade 

station Si TOi to fa *u t 

The Hen’Me Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : wtvn to committee appoint 
vtiffTO TO chairman ffrwn ft: ftv* wr cro ; foft a^Si report If fiwn*! i TO report 
TOjifci *1 TOtl TOTO trai i 

SRI KANAILAL DE : TOtfti rift asm fw ct Sien two ran 4* Fire 
Brigade iwti to TO tjrot* to TOf service f? *tttu fTOTO? t 
11 
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The Hon’Me Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY : to* WTO *ttf* c* $!* ffi 

C*T* service vff *1 to IK* cs\ ^* **&* *Wi sr? w I 

Subhankari Danra Scheme, Bankura. 

7. Sri KANAI LAL DE; Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-cliarge of tht 
Irrigation .Department he pleased to state — 

(a) mm *n?i ^5 *i?pnr ; 

(b) (i) so* sas't ssn ton* M}8*\ *t*TO avs 

(ii) so* s%n<\ 4* *rjc* * $ to ^5 fcr*i tt* yfcittf ; 

fc; w $ to* *rer yrnj Jto ; 

(d) Ypr^i fa 7 *** tot foe** *te stocs f=e=n ; 

ft; *f«f *T1 5tm «ttt* -SC* SI STtt C 3 *^ ? 

MINISTER in charge of the IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sri Bhupati Majumdar): fa) fafwft w \ ^ wB 

*mi stosc* i or«rfi$ *ftwr itlR* *Ks tfl* m «n 4*; *vs yn 

"f^?n ^.g s©t^t rtitcf i wtitwt* fttva -rt^Q f^f suites i 

(b) (i) tofart* brt (standstill arrangement) <5 *** *7* 5H vtft I 

(ii) fctwi 80*(tii/0 wPn i 

(c) <*M1 *R1 It* mO nrc^ I 

(d) Yi I 

ft) A* TJ ^ ^ 1 

Extension of time for the submission of the Final Report of the Rule 
Making Committee of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Sri ASHUTOSH MALLICK: Mi. Speakei, Sii , with vour permission 
I beg to ask for an extension oi time to submit the report ot the Kulr 
Making Committee which is hawng its deliberation* I therelore mow 
that the time loi submission ot final report he extended till the *Ust Muieh. 

i<m. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I* there any objection % 1 

(As there was no objection the permission wa* granted.) 

Resolution under section 103 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Hon’ble Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to mo\e that 
whereas the Indian Legislature has puved the Public Debt (Central 
Government) Act, 1944 fXYIII ot 1944), consolidating and amending the 
law relating to Government securities issued by the Central Government 
and to the management by the Reserve Bank ot ludia ot the Public Debt ot 
the Central Government; 

And whereas, m order to avoid inconvenience to the Public, it appears 
to be desirable that the laws and regulations relating to Government securi- 
ties and the management by the Reserve Bank of India of the Public Debl 
either of the Dominion or the Provincial Government should be uniform 
as far as possible throughout India: 

Now. therefore, thi* Assembly i> of opinion that under section L0‘4 oi 
the Government of Indju Act, 193f>, the matters dealt with in the afore- 
said Act shall be regulated in this Province by Act of the Dominion Legia 
lature, in so far us Government securities issued by the Pro 
vineiul Government and the management by the Reserve Banl 
of India of the Public Debt ot the Provincial Government are concerned 
beiug matters falling within the scope of Entry 5 of the Provincial Legis 
lative List, via., “Public Debt of the Province”. 
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| Sir, withva view to consolidate and amend the law relating to Govern- 
ment securities issued by the Central Government and the law relating to 
the management by the Reserve Bank of India of the Public Debt of the 
Central Government, an Act called the Public Debt (Central Government) 
Act, 1944, wa> passed by the Indian Legislature. This Act contained pro- 
visions mainly for regulating the following matters: — 

(a) transfer of Government securities, 

(b) holding of Government securities by holders of public offices, 

(c) right of survivors or joint holders or several payees, 

(d) summary procedure on death of holders of Government securities, 

(e) issues of duplicate securities and ot new securities and conversion, 

consolidation, sub-division or renewal, 

(/) summary determination by the Reserve Bunk of the title to Gov- 
ernment securities in case of dispute. 

Sir, the law enacts certain standard practices in regard to bolding, 
transfer and management of the Government securities. That law does not 
interfere with the power of the Provincial Government under the Govern- 
ment of India Act to isssuc its own securities or borrow ill its own way. All 
it does is that it enacts standard practices in regard to the holding, transfer 
and management of Government securities. It is highly desirable in the 
public interest as well as tor the convenience ot tin* public that these 
matters of procedure should In* uniform in their application to the securi- 
ties ot the Pent nil and Provincial Governments. Tin* honourable members 
are aware that under the Go\ eminent of India Act, 19-{f>, the Public Debt 
of the Dominion is a Central subject but the public debt of tin* Province 
i< a provincial subject Members are also aware ot tin* provisions of 
section HI*! ot tin* Government of India Act, I9’e», according to which the 
Dominion l.cgislatnie can pass law to regulate a piovmcial subject pro- 
vided the Provincial Legislature passes a resolution requesting the 

Dominion Legislature to do so. A'-coi dmglv the Government of undivided 
India enquired ot the Piovimial Governments some time ago whether they 
would like the scope of the Centra} Ad i Act Will ot |9M) to in* so 
extended by the Central Legislating* as to covei securities issued by the 
'Provincial Governments and. it so, whether they would he prepared to table 
a resolution under section 10*i of the Government of India Act, 19>M5, 
before the Provincial Legislatme for its consideration authorising the 

Central Legislature accordingly. The Government of India have recently 
informed this Government that all othei piovineial legislatures have passed 
such resolutions under section HG ot the Government of India Act, 19'{5. 
They have enquired whethci the Government of Went Bengal would now 
be prepared to take similar action in the cm rent session of their legislature. 
At the request ot all other legislatures the Dominion Legislature will 
extend the provisions of the Central Act. Will of 1944, to the public debt 

ot the Provinces It is undesirable that the West Bengal securities, it and 

when issued, would be left out ot the scope of such laws. 

With these words I commend my resolution for the acceptance of the 
House. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Prorogation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor of West Bengal that this Assembly do &tand prorogued. 
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